
Immigration Services Staff  

Volunteer at Riley Farm Rescue 
 
 
By MELISSA SCHER 

On August 26, UMass Chan Immigration Services Specialist 

Danielle Tillilie and Immigration Services Manager Melissa Scher 

volunteered at The Riley Farm Rescue (TRFR) in Canterbury, Conn., 

as part of the UMass Chan Volunteer Time-off Program.  

TRFR’s mission is to 

rescue suffering 

animals and provide 

them with the 

quality and loving 

home they deserve 

through rehabilitation 

and long-term 

care. The Riley Farm 

Rescue brings awareness to the neglect and cruelty farmed 

animals experience, through education, special events, and by living 

and promoting a vegan and cruelty-free lifestyle. 

The farm is home to 300 rescued goats, sheep, chicken, hens, barn 

cats, prairie dogs, turkeys, ducks, emus, pigs, horses, guinea pigs, 

chinchillas, sugar gliders, and lizards.  

As part of their volunteer activities, Danielle and Melissa spent the 

day cleaning one of the goat barns, which included making sure they 

had fresh bedding, hay, and water. The bonus of this day was getting 

to spend time with these beautiful animals—who will, in turn, spend 

the rest of their lives in love, care, and safety.  

Danielle and Melissa are grateful for UMass Chan’s policy and look 

forward to spending another day at TRFR soon.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherileyfarmrescue.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMelissa.Scher%40umassmed.edu%7C8ab8ca31702a469168bb08dad486f87d%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638055973404912809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f99tYewf3dg7lMImQmuIr0ul4%2BUtgVvzxbdT2p9k%2BTE%3D&reserved=0
https://therileyfarmrescue.org/volunteer

