The Mental Health Agency Research Network (MHARN)

The MHARN Developing a statewide network for knowledge sharing,
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collaboration between the UMMS Dept. of Psychiatry and other

scademics, DM personnel, community providers, consumers Carl Fulwiler, MD, PhD, Kathleen Biebel, PhD, Susan Phillips, BS, Lisa Smith, BA, Kim Smith, MA, & Douglas Ziedonis, MD, MPH

and family members. Its mission is to close the gap between

science and service in mental health services in Massachusetts Center for Mental Health Services Research, Department of Psychiatry, University of Massachusetts Medical School
by improving implementation of evidence based practices to

benefit consumers.
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The MHARN has three tiers: a base tier of service providers receiving information about innovations in services and treatments, a middle
group of providers who participate in survey and other observational research and, at the top, a small group of providers who participate
actively in highly structured intervention studies. Movement of members through the various tiers, or levels of participation, will be

fluid.
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»  Engage academics, DMH and agency providers, and
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Knowledge translation, implementing
evidence based practices,
organizational change

or participating in developing a particular research project but
does not have the infrastructure to implement a complex study.
Agencies 1n this tier may participate in surveys and other non-
interventional research. Staff members may begin to train as
participants in the planning and implementation of the research so
as to move to third tier participation.
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