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UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, September 22, 1:00 — 2:00 PM, AS9.2072 (In-Person only)

Generative Al Seminar

Presenter: Jeroan Allison, MD, MS - Professor and Chair, PQHS

Title: Artificial Intelligence for Scientific Writing: Friend or Foe?

Join us for an interactive session exploring the opportunities, challenges, and practical
applications of artificial intelligence in scientific writing. Whether you are new to Al tools or
already incorporating them into your research workflow, this discussion will provide valuable
insights into how Al can support scholarly writing while highlighting important considerations
and limitations.

This seminar will be in person only. Please respond to the invitation sent by Benedicta Treku,
if you plan to attend, as this will help us determine the anticipated attendance. Attendees are encouraged to bring their
laptops to this session. We look forward to an insightful conversation about the evolving role of Al in research and
scientific communication.

Tuesday, September 22, 12:30 - 5:30 PM

Health Education Academy for Leadership and Learning (HEALL) Education Day

Location: Paul J. DiMare Center, N1-1200 - N1-1500

Education Day offers an ongoing opportunity to engage in meaningful conversation, connect with like-minded colleagues,
plan collaborations, and celebrate our educational activities and scholarship. This annual event serves to highlight the
academic scholarly work that happens here, complementing your daily teaching, lab or clinical responsibilities, and
curriculum development.

Education Day features plenary speakers who address topics such as the influence of Academies, conducting educational
scholarly projects, and innovative trends in Health Sciences education. The event brings together key institutional leaders
and educators who shape the future of Health Sciences education at UMass Chan and beyond. It also provides a forum
for presenting and discussing novel educational initiatives underway at UMass Chan, enhancing our school's reputation
and fostering collaboration within our educational community.

e 12:30-12:45 pm, Welcome Remarks

e 12:45-1:45 pm, Plenary (details coming soon)

e 1:55-4:00 pm Workshops

e 4:10-5:30 pm, Collaborative and Conversations (includes reception)

Click here to register.

Wednesday, September 23, 12:00 - 1:30 AM, Zoom

Title: Hidden Risks: Problem Gambling in Prediction Market Platforms

Sponsored by: New England ATTC - Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) Network
Description: Prediction markets—platforms where participants trade on the likelihood of future events—are often framed
as tools for aggregating information and improving forecasts. However, they share structural similarities with gambling
environments, including real-money stakes, rapid feedback loops, and uncertainty-based rewards. Participants will be
provided with foundational information on problem gambling, warning signs, and impacts on individuals and loved ones.
Additionally, focus areas will include where the line between forecasting and gambling begins to blur, and why that
distinction matters for public health and policy.
Click here to register.

Friday, September 25, 12:30 — 5:30 PM, Zoom

Qualitative Research Interest Group Webinar

Presenter: Katie Sveinson, PhD, Associate Professor, Associate Department Chair Charles J.
Dockendorff Endowed Faculty Fellow, Isenberg School of Management at UMass Amherst

Title: Introduction to Discourse Analysis as Theory and Methodology

Abstract: Communication in our multimodal world goes beyond spoken words and written text.
Images, videos, symbols, icons, body language, sound, music, body language, and physical
arrangements make unique contributions to effective messaging. Discourse analysis allows for



https://profiles.umassmed.edu/display/130043
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_lWR7qMteEOmxEQF-vV7LjM5EsTirvFCrcT34WMgVadUNkw4UzkyRk1PMkc4UjhCNEhOWjFJMFVJNSQlQCN0PWcu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fattcnetwork.org%2Fcenter%2Fnew-england-attc%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJudi.Saber%40umassmed.edu%7C09de0a41bc974bb1506208df0db669c9%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C639244749483280526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kKl7jg3GVwAEn4Y2rdsUc7EA9Gz04iNW7m4ivdX04Sc%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/rT1XwDciT1ajLNM3JXQDWQ#/registration

the study of these elements of communication in social processes. With a focus on meaning-making, discourse analysis
highlights how the relationship between language and what language represents is far from straightforward (Gee, 2011;
Sveinson, 2026). This approach offers opportunities to investigate and to be conscious of artifacts that may communicate
(un)intended and implicit messaging that may reveal hidden assumptions and power structures encoded in common
documents. It goes past literal words to show how other aspects of messaging content may shape beliefs and behaviors.
In this talk, Dr. Sveinson will discuss the inextricably linked theory, methodology, methods, and analysis of discourse
analysis, with a focus on the uniqueness of this approach compared to other qualitative methodologies. Emphasis will be
placed on how this work links micro-level language use to macro-level structures. Examples of her work will be provided
as well as suggested areas of interest to utilize this approach.

Bio: Dr. Sveinson has published 13 articles utilizing (critical) discourse analysis, including empirical pieces, methodological
perspectives, and scoping reviews and has received the Isenberg School of Management Outstanding Research Award.
She serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of Sport Management, Sport Management Review, and Sociology of Sport
Journal and is a NASSM Research Fellow.

Click here to register.

Sunday, September 27, 12:00-1:00 PM
2026 UMass Cancer Walk
Polar Park, 100 Madison Street, Worcester

Join Us for the Cancer Walk!

We're putting together a team for this year's cancer walk, and
everyone is welcome to join! It's a great opportunity to support cancer
research, honor those affected by cancer, and connect with colleagues
outside of work. If you're interested in participating, please use the team
invitation link below. We'd love to have you with us!

To register, click here.
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2024 PQHS Team

Watch Chancellor McManus’s video message to learn about how you can help.

Monday, October 5, 1:00-2:15 PM

Gerontology Speaker Series

Title: Implementation Science and Rehabilitation Research

Sponsored by: UMass Boston, Gerontology and Gerontology Institute and UMass Chan, PQHS
Presenter: Lisa Juckett, PhD, OTR/L, CHT, Associate Professor, Division of Occupational Therapy,
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, The Ohio State University

via Zoom: https://umassboston.zoom.us/j/94175483404, Password: Boston

For more information contact Whitney Mills: whitney.mills@umb.edu

Wednesday, October 7, 10:00 — 11:00 AM, Zoom

Research Methods Meeting

Presenter: Aditya S. Khanna, PhD, Associate Professor of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Brown
University School of Public Health

Title: Systems Science Methods for Public Health Planning: From HIV Transmission on Networks to
Substance Use across the Lifecourse

Abstract: Systems science approaches are a useful tool for public health planning where purely
empirical data are difficult to collect due to ethical, logistical, or financial barriers. This talk develops
that idea across two problems and two modeling traditions. First, we discuss an agent-based
network model of HIV transmission among young Black men who have sex with men in Chicago.
Dynamic sexual partnerships generated from cohort data are coupled with agent-level
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9lj597cab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001xrl9v0TwX-w8IGPda6hdFIHUKJTovq45cfHqTHJH_6u9GXKghyxjUu64zYwOCXFRennPXPOYl99ReRXZ7nV8QBMQUafrAt6xlqVg9CnsjPCKjTUoG1zFGZ3-0O-BvXwr-BAqlLyqZc8XC6ZVwRZerWIEhnajAPNIb4BJy3Be1pCJOZUWfE5lvmYwllTiblTIYa_FuFVKEijDoab7u0mWSESj4g-b8PX6RSjA-xAfi9C__HzOtXJ6K_QHbLLuzAHtye4sz19RsZIbVfnmsTYefGgXFVWXroR2oWErtQ7KgZCzazoIjIyPaENovTpAV6AAGlPpUF4G14BsU2DLhGXFK0If96azuJA-%26c%3DaZta5lsVxJj8NJZqitxjaz6lnTqGvDgVa445N51SNubK0M6lFBpPcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DWEKr73W9968SyrGG_OR1IjA9mApQINx1ZuiXPjXbrJ8LC7piFjNUeQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjudi.saber%40umassmed.edu%7Cb34df73120d74717642f08def3aa2e1d%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C639216109448902200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WKdW1akew8I9SzO2WY%2F%2FSPSIhoL6tD8clVUwt%2F40IPs%3D&reserved=0
https://umassboston.zoom.us/j/94175483404
mailto:whitney.mills@umb.edu

demography, HIV biology, antiretroviral treatment and pre-exposure prophylaxis. Calibrated to observed HIV prevalence
and incidence, the model simulates interventions to inform Getting to Zero (GTZ) initiatives. Second, we turn to the
association between alcohol use and cancer risk over the lifecourse. A discrete-time microsimulation is developed, linking
lifecourse alcohol-use trajectories to cancer hazard. The model quantifies how the timing and magnitude of alcohol use
shape cancer risk, motivating a decision-support tool. Throughout both parts, common themes emerge, including multi-
source parameterization, calibration to population targets, high performance computing-enabled parameter searching,
and counterfactual analysis to inform public health action.

Bio: Trained as a computational social scientist, Dr. Aditya Khanna is currently Associate Professor of Behavioral and Social
Sciences at the Brown University School of Public Health. His work focuses on networked communities and systems, and
how public health challenges diffuse through them. He develops simulation models to inform equity-focused initiatives
for HIV prevention, mitigation of substance use disorders, and cancer disparities, with attention to structural systems such
as incarceration, racism and minoritization of sexual or gender identity. Click here to join.

Friday, October 9, 12:00-1:00 PM

Qualitative Research Office Hours

This is an open online meeting for all interested in qualitative research methods, where participants may choose to present
to other qualitative researchers their research project, proposal, manuscript, or idea for discussion and feedback. A short
basic methods presentation will also be planned, such as using conceptual models, immersion/crystallization, or developing
a coding structure. Click here to join.

Wednesday, October 21, 10:00 - 11:00 AM, Zoom

Research Methods Meeting

Presenter: Troy Wixson, PhD

Title: A three-groups non-local model for combining heterogeneous data sources to identify genes
associated with Parkinson's Disease

Abstract: We seek to identify genes involved in Parkinson's Disease (PD) by combining
information across different experiment types. Each experiment, taken individually, may contain
too little information to distinguish some important genes from incidental ones. However, when
experiments are combined using the proposed statistical framework, additional power emerges.
The fundamental building block of the family of statistical models that we propose is a
§ hierarchical three-groups mixture of distributions. Each gene is modeled probabilistically as
belonglng to elther a null group that is unassociated with PD, a deleterious group, or a beneficial group. This three-groups
formalism has two key features. By apportioning prior probability of group assignments with a Dirichlet distribution, the
resultant posterior group probabilities automatically account for the multiplicity inherent in analyzing many genes
simultaneously. By building models for experimental outcomes conditionally on the group labels, any number of data
modalities may be combined in a single coherent probability model, allowing information sharing across experiment types.
These two features result in parsimonious inference with few false positives, while simultaneously enhancing power to
detect signals. Simulations show that our three-groups approach performs at least as well as commonly-used tools for
GWAS and RNA-seq, and in some cases it performs better. We apply our proposed approach to publicly-available GWAS
and RNA-seq datasets, discovering novel genes that are potential therapeutic targets.

Bio: Troy Wixson joined the UMass Department of Mathematics and Statistics as a Visiting Assistant Professor after
completing his PhD in statistics at Colorado State University in 2025. Troy has research interests related to modeling tail
dependence in multivariate extremes with environmental applications and Bayesian modeling of heterogeneous data to
probabilistically identify genes associated with disease. Click here to join.
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DIVERSITY DIGEST

National HBCU Week, September 13-20, 2026

Founded in 2016, the nonprofit HBCU Week Foundation encourages high school students to
explore Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), while expanding access to
scholarships and building pathways from higher education to meaningful careers. Through its
annual HBCU Week celebration, the Foundation connects students with institutions, resources,
and opportunities that can shape their educational and professional futures.

10TH ANN!VERSARY
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A central feature is the HBCU Week College Fair in Wilmington, Delaware. The fair gives students A A 0
the unique opportunity to meet directly with HBCU representatives and pursue on-the-spot
college acceptances and scholarships. Since its inception, HBCU Week and its College Fair have helped generate more than 15,000 on-
the-spot college acceptances, nearly 6,000 scholarship offers, and more than $109 million in scholarship opportunities—connecting
students with HBCUs nationwide and supporting pathways from college into careers.

Students, families, educators, and supporters can learn more about HBCU Week events and the College Fair at the official HBCU Week
website: HBCU Week

For year-round storytelling and programming about HBCUs, visit HBCU Week NOW, a public-media initiative spearheaded by Maryland
Public Television. HBCU Week NOW highlights the achievements, experiences, and contributions of HBCU students, alumni, faculty,
and staff through on-demand programming and original content.

Join us in recognizing the history, excellence, and future of HBCUs, and in encouraging the next generation of scholars, leaders, and
changemakers.
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UMASS REMINDERS

UMass Chan Farmers' Market

Two Locations:
Every Tuesday through October 27 e Market Vendors will be set up in the Albert

10AM-1PM Sherman Center, MPR - East, First Floor.
e Food Trucks and Food Vendors will set up
Click here for more details and outside on the Medical School Building Terrace.

to view the list of attending food
trucks and vendors

%P4 HOLIDAY -
SCHEDULE

+# Indigenous Peoples’ Day — Monday, October 12t 4+ Day After Thanksgiving — Friday, November 27t
% Veterans Day — Wednesday, November 11" 4 Christmas Eve — Thursday, December 24"
# Thanksgiving Day — Thursday, November 26" # Christmas Day — Friday, December 25t

PQHS Weekly will be sent to all members of PQHS on Monday mornings. The intent is to provide a snapshot of what is going on that week in
PQHS and to share our faculty and staff activities with the department. We depend on you to provide the items we need to share. Please
send suggestions of events, faculty invited seminars & talks, honors, student thesis presentations, and news — new babies born! - to Judi
(judi.saber@umassmed.edu) & Sarah (sarah.yeboah@umassmed.edu) by Friday each week.
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