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Research Funding Services
Brown Bag

September, 29, 2014
11:45 am – 12:45 pm
Amphitheater I (S2‐102)

| |

Agenda
• NIH Public Access Policy ‐ Library Update (Rebecca Reznik‐Zellen)

• Uniform Guidance Update

• NIH RPPR Update

• NIH Individual Development Plan (IDP) Requirements

• NIH Biosketches Training

• eRA Commons User ID for Graduate and Undergraduate Roles

• eRA Commons Username Required for Sponsor in Individual Fellowship Grant 
Applications to NIH & AHRQ

• Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA Additional Educational Information Requirements

• Cayuse – Compatibility Issues

• Cayuse – Updating Commons ID in Professional Profile

• Updated UMMS F&A Rate Agreement

• Faculty Changing Departments within UMMS

• Research Administration Training Program Upcoming Courses

• Proposal & Progress Report Statistics
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NIH Public Access Policy

Requirement

• All NIH‐funded researchers must submit (or 
have submitted) their final peer‐reviewed 
journal manuscript to PubMed Central upon 
acceptance for publication.

• Articles must be publicly available through 
PubMed Central no later than 12 months 
after publication.

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/

| |

NIH Public Access Compliance

• Awards (non‐competing continuation) 
will be delayed until grantees 
demonstrate compliance (since April 
2013).

• Use NCBI to report publications

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/
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Compliance Process

• Manuscript is accepted.

• Manuscript is submitted to PubMed Central.

1. By Publisher

2. By Author

• If necessary*, manuscript is approved by author.

• PMCID is cited in progress reports, applications, 
and proposals via My Bibliography.

*See Submission Methods and How To Demonstrate Compliance (Sarli & Lewis, 2010)

| |
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Cheat Sheet

| |

My NCBI’s My Bibliography Class

http://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/nih_class
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UMMS Library Contacts

Research & Scholarly Communication Services

• Sally Gore, X6‐1966
sally.gore@umassmed.edu

• Lisa Palmer, X6‐4368
lisa.palmer@umassmed.edu

• Rebecca Reznik‐Zellen, X6‐6810
rebecca.reznik‐zellen@umassmed.edu

| |

Uniform Guidance Update

• Awaiting agencies implementation of the OMB 
Uniform Guidance that consolidates previously 
applicable circulars (A‐21, A‐110, A‐133)

• Implementation date is 12/26/2014

• For proposals that UMMS is currently submitting:

– UMMS will continue to honor pass‐through entities 
F&A rates negotiated by the subrecipient with the 
federal government, or

– Allow the subrecipient to use a 10% Modified Total 
Direct Cost (MTDC) F&A rate in the absence of a 
federally negotiated rate for the subrecipient
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NOT‐OD‐14‐092: RPPR 
Type 5 Non‐SNAP Progress Reports

• NIH will require the Research 
Performance Progress Report (RPPR) for 
all type 5 non‐SNAP progress reports 
submitted on or after October 17, 2014. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice‐files/NOT‐OD‐14‐092.html

| |

NOT‐OD‐14‐113: Descriptions on the Use of Individual Development Plans 
(IDPs) for Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Researchers Required in 
Annual Progress Reports

• NIH annual progress reports received on/after 
October 1, 2014 must include a section to describe 
how individual development plans (IDPs) are used 
to identify and promote the career goals of 
graduate students and postdoctoral researchers 
associated with the award.

• RFS is sending out instructions for the October 
deadline and is working with GSBS to  ensure 
compliance..

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice‐files/NOT‐OD‐14‐113.html
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Building a Better Biosketch
• Training provided 9/23/14 and scheduled for October 28, 2014 

(Hiatt Auditorium, S1‐608).

• Sample Biosketch form with advisory prompts has been posted 
to the RFS website:
– http://www.umassmed.edu/research/funding/nihinfo/

Error Type ‐ Description # Errors
% of Biosketches 
with this Error

Publications ‐ PMCID Missing 18 60.00%

Greater than 15 Publications included 11 36.67%

Correct/Current Biosketch Form Used 8 26.67%

eRA Commons ID Not Included 5 16.67%

Position Title Inconsistent with Cayuse 5 16.67%

Research Support ‐ Incorrect Headings 4 13.33%

Research Support ‐ Grant # Incorrect 4 13.33%

Research Support Content ‐ Completed Grants listed in Ongoing section 4 13.33%

Research Support Content ‐ Section D Missing (should be included even if none) 4 13.33%

Research Support ‐Major Goals Missing 3 10.00%

Research Support ‐ Project Period Incorrect 2 6.67%

Research Support Content ‐ Ongoing Grants Missing 2 6.67%

Other Error 2 6.67%

Headers/Footers on Form Present (require removal) 1 3.33%

Position Title Not Included 1 3.33%

Personal Statement not relevant to project 1 3.33%

Research Support ‐ Role on Project Incorrect 1 3.33%

Research Support ‐ Funding $ Listed (shouldn't be) 1 3.33%

Research Support ‐ Effort Listed (shouldn't be) 0 0.00%

Research Support Content ‐ Ongoing Grants listed in Completed Grants section 0 0.00%

Research Support Content ‐ Pending grants included 0 0.00%

No. of Errors 77

No. of Questions 630

% Errors 12.22%

# Biosketches with at least 1 Error 25
= 83.33%

Total # Biosketches Reviewed 30
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NOT‐OD‐13‐097: eRA Commons User IDs for Individuals 
in Graduate and Undergraduate Project Roles

• Commons ID for undergraduate and  graduate 
students is required with RPPR submissions 
beginning October 17, 2014.

– Applies to students with one person month of effort or 
more 

• Submitted RPPRs lacking the eRA Commons ID for 
graduate and undergraduate students will receive 
an error and will not be accepted by eRA Commons.

• Please use the eRA Commons Account Request 
Form on the RFS forms page to initiate this request. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice‐files/NOT‐OD‐13‐097.html

| |

NOT‐OD‐14‐129: eRA Commons Username Required for Sponsor 
in Individual Fellowship Grant Applications to NIH & AHRQ

• NIH & AHRQ now require a valid eRA Commons 
Username to be included for the primary Sponsor 
designated on competing Individual Fellowship 
grant applications.

• Including the eRA Commons IDs for personnel 
designated as Co‐sponsors remains optional.

– Applies to students with one person month of effort or 
more 

• Lack of sponsor’s ID can prevent successful 
application submission.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice‐files/NOT‐OD‐14‐129.html
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Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA Awards
Additional Educational Requirements

F30 F31 Parent F31 Diversity F32

Notice NOT‐OD‐14‐133 NOT‐OD‐14‐134 NOT‐OD‐14‐135 NOT‐OD‐14‐137
AEI 
Required YES YES YES NO

Required 
Information

Refer to the 
requirements in 
the notice

Refer to the 
requirements in 
the notice

Refer to the 
requirements in 
the notice

N/A

Upload 
Location

Other Project 
Information form 
under Other 
Attachments

Other Project 
Information form 
under Other 
Attachments

Other Project 
Information form 
under Other 
Attachments

N/A

Compliance
All applications lacking this attachment will be 
considered incomplete and will not proceed to 
review

N/A

| |

Cayuse Browser Compatibility Issues

• RFS has encountered users having browser 
compatibility issues in Cayuse

• Cayuse recommends using the following 
browsers:

– Firefox

– Chrome

– Safari

• RFS recommends having a secondary browser 
installed just in case you encounter any issues 
working within Cayuse in your primary browser.
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Updating an NIH Commons ID in 
a Cayuse Professional Profile

• If the investigator’s Commons ID is not updated, it will not populate 
the credential, e.g., agency login field in the key persons section in 
Cayuse.  The Commons ID will only populate NIH proposals.

| |

• UMMS F&A Rate Agreement has a new effective date of 
07/30/14

• The updated agreement extends our existing rates through 
6/30/19

– RFS has updated Cayuse to reflect the new effective date of the 
rate agreement

– Please provide this updated agreement to collaborators 
requesting our F&A information

• The agreement is available on the RFS Fact Sheet and 
directly at:

http://www.umassmed.edu/PageFiles/10699/UMW%20FA%20Rate%20Agreement%20FY15_19.pdf 

Updated F&A Rate Agreement
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Faculty Changing Departments within UMMS

• RFS not always notified when faculty switch 
departments

• Request notification from departments of 
these changes so that RFS can coordinate any 
required reporting changes

| |

Research Administration Training Program
Upcoming Courses ‐ 2014

• Pre‐Award II (Core)
10/08/14 8:30 – 12:30 Location – HR Training Room, South Street

• Regulatory Compliance (Elective)
10/23/14 9:00 – 11:00 Location – University Campus, S1‐608

• Post‐Award II (Core)
11/06/14 8:30 – 12:30 Location – HR Training Room, South Street

• Training Grants (Elective)
11/18/14 9:00 – 11:00 Location – University Campus, S1‐608

• Federal Contracts (Elective)
12/10/14 9:00 – 11:00 Location – University Campus, S1‐608

To register go to:
http://i.umassmed.edu/Inside/registration/Register.aspx?pid=77
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PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS TO RFS
August 2013 – August 2014
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Count 70 91 110 86 74 147 93 71 70 110 127 104 67

On Time 34% 54% 42% 37% 47% 44% 43% 44% 39% 43% 50% 40% 37%

Late 57% 42% 53% 58% 49% 51% 53% 56% 55% 49% 46% 52% 58%

After the fact 6% 4% 5% 5% 4% 5% 4% 0% 6% 8% 4% 8% 5%

Withdrawn 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Expedited Request 
(3 days or less) 37% 28% 33% 36% 30% 37% 40% 37% 44% 29% 33% 36% 49%

On Time:
Late:

After the Fact:
Expedited Request:

Received by RFS 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS less than 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS after the requested return date.
Received by RFS with 3 days or less to review before requested return date.

| |

SUBMISSIONS TO RFS
August 2013 to August 2014 Comparison

PROPOSALS
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Count 70 67 -3

On Time 34% 37% +3

Late 57% 58% +1

After the fact 6% 5% -1

Withdrawn 3% 0% -3

Total 100% 100% -

Expedited Request (3 days or less) 37% 49% +12
On Time:

Late:
After the Fact:

Expedited Request:

Received by RFS 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS less than 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS after the requested return date.
Received by RFS with 3 days or less to review before requested return date.
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PROGRESS REPORT SUBMISSIONS TO RFS
August 2013 – August 2014
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Count 8 9 12 35 23 35 41 40 54 36 39 32 13

On Time 38% 67% 42% 43% 30% 46% 42% 45% 36% 58% 41% 25% 39%

Late 12% 33% 25% 40% 44% 25% 36% 45% 44% 36% 36% 56% 15%

After the fact 50% 0% 33% 17% 26% 29% 22% 10% 20% 6% 23% 19% 46%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Expedited Request 
(3 days or less) 

12% 22% 17% 29% 35% 14% 22% 33% 22% 31% 26% 38% 8%

On Time:
Late:

After the Fact:
Expedited Request:

Received by RFS 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS less than 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS after the requested return date.
Received by RFS with 3 days or less to review before requested return date.

| |

SUBMISSIONS TO RFS
August 2013 to August 2014 Comparison

PROGRESS REPORTS
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Count 8 13 +5

On Time 38% 39% +1

Late 12% 15% +3

After the fact 50% 46% -4

Withdrawn 0% 0% -

Total 100% 100% -

Expedited Request (3 days or less) 12% 8% -4
On Time:

Late:
After the Fact:

Expedited Request:

Received by RFS 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS less than 5 days prior to the requested return date.
Received by RFS after the requested return date.
Received by RFS with 3 days or less to review before requested return date.
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LIST UP TO 15 VALID PUBLICATIONS 
TAKEN FROM THE INVESTIGATOR'S 
MyNCBI REPORT (to go to MyNCBI site, 
click on publications link to the right).  
Publications prior to April 2008 do not 
require the PMCID. 
Ctrl+Click to follow link 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/ 
Ctrl+Click to follow link 
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SECTION D. MUST BE INCLUDED EVEN IF 
YOU HAVE NO ONGOING OR COMPLETED 
SUPPORT (LIST NONE). PLEASE USE THE 
HEADING STRUCTURE PROVIDED & 
ENSURE THAT GRANT NUMBERS ARE 
LISTED IN THE CORRECT FORMAT & 
INCLUDE THE CORRECT YEAR EXTENSION 
(e.g., R01 DA942367-03). 
Ctrl+Click to follow link 

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY COMPLETED 
GRANTS IN THE ONGOING RESEARCH 
SUPPORT SECTION.          PLEASE DO 
NOT FORGET TO INCLUDE A SENTENCE 
DESCRIBING THE MAJOR GOALS OF THE 
STUDY.). 
Ctrl+Click to follow link 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO INCLUDE A 
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GOALS OF THE STUDY. 
Ctrl+Click to follow link 
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Notice to Emphasize the Requirement for Additional Educational Information under PA-14-150 "Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service 
Award (NSRA) Individual Predoctoral MD/PhD or Other Dual-Doctoral Degree Fellowship (F30)"

Notice Number:

NOT-OD-14-133

Key Dates

Release Date:   September 24, 2014

Related Announcements

PA-14-150, NOT-OD-14-090

Issued by

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Purpose
This Notice serves to emphasize instructions provided in Section IV.2 Content and Form of Application Submission, Other Project Information Form, 
Other Attachments of PA-14-150.  Specifically,

The information specified below must be provided in a document with the file name "Additional Educational Information"  
This document must be attached to the Other Project Information form under the Other Attachments section. 
All applications lacking this attachment will be considered incomplete and will not proceed to review.

Part 2. Section IV.2. Content and Form of Application Submission Other Project Information Form

Other Attachments

The following additional educational information is required and must be attached under Other Attachments:

Describe the institution's dual-degree program in which the applicant is enrolled. Provide some background on the dual-degree program 
including general program outcomes, such as the completion rate and the percentage of program graduates who are in academic research 
positions post-training. Describe the structure of the dual-degree program, and required milestones and their usual timing (e.g., number of 
courses, any teaching and clinical requirements, and qualifying exams). The sequencing of the applicant's graduate research and medical (or 
other health professional) school years should also be described. Describe the progress and status of the F30 applicant in relation to the 
program’s timeline, indicating when the applicant matriculated into the program and when the applicant is likely to transition to clinical years 
of the dual-degree program. Describe any clinical tutorials during the graduate research years and any activities to ease transition from the 
graduate to the clinical years of the dual-degree program. Describe any research-associated activities during the clinical years of the dual-
degree program. Describe the frequency and method by which the program formally monitors and evaluates a student’s progress. This 
information is typically provided by the director of the dual-degree program or the department chair. The name of the individual providing the 
information should be included at the end of the attachment. 
Provide justification for the duration of support requested in terms of the research and clinical training proposed. Include the number of 
anticipated months of research training and of clinical training. 
Note that scores for standardized exams (e.g., MCAT, GRE) as well as a listing of the applicant’s courses and grades must be included in the 
Fellowship Applicant Biographical Sketch, and NOT in this attachment. 
Please name this attachment “Additional Educational Information.” 

The filename provided for each “Other Attachment” will be the name used for the bookmark in the electronic application in eRA Commons.

Inquiries 
Please direct all inquiries to: 

Henry Khachaturian, Ph.D.
Acting NIH Research Training Officer
NIH Office of Extramural Programs
Telephone: 301-443-2613
Email: NIHTrain@mail.nih.gov

Weekly TOC for this Announcement
NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices

NOT-OD-14-133: Notice to Emphasize the Requirement for Additional Educational Information unde...

9/29/2014http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-14-133.html



Notice to Emphasize the Requirement for Additional Educational Information under PA-14-147 "Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Award (NRSA) Individual Predoctoral Fellowship (Parent F31)"

Notice Number:

NOT-OD-14-134

Key Dates

Release Date:   September 24, 2014

Related Announcements

PA-14-147, NOT-OD-14-094

Issued by

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Purpose
This Notice serves to emphasize instructions provided in Section IV.2 Content and Form of Application Submission, Other Project 
Information Form, Other Attachments of PA-14-147.  Specifically,

The information specified below must be provided in a document with the file name "Additional Educational Information"  
This document must be attached to the Other Project Information form under the Other Attachments section. 
All applications lacking this attachment will be considered incomplete and will not proceed to review.

Part 2. Section IV.2. Content and Form of Application Submission Other Project Information Form

Other Attachments

The following additional educational information is required and must be attached under Other Attachments:

Describe the graduate program in which the applicant is enrolled, e.g. the structure of the program, required milestones and their 
usual timing (number of courses, any teaching commitments, qualifying exams, etc.), and the average time to degree over the past 10 
years. Describe the progress/status of the F31 applicant in relation to the program's time line. Describe the frequency and method by 
which the program formally monitors and evaluates a student's progress. This information is typically provided by the director of the 
graduate program or the department chair. Include the name of the individual providing this information at the end of the description. 
Note that scores for standardized exams (e.g., MCAT, GRE) as well as a listing of the applicant's courses and grades must be 
included in the Fellowship Applicant Biographical Sketch, and NOT in this attachment. 
Please name this attachment "Additional Educational Information." 

The filename provided for each “Other Attachment” will be the name used for the bookmark in the electronic application in eRA 
Commons.

Inquiries 
Please direct all inquiries to: 

Henry Khachaturian, Ph.D.
Acting NIH Research Training Officer
NIH Office of Extramural Programs
Telephone: 301-443-2613
Email: NIHTrain@mail.nih.gov

Weekly TOC for this Announcement
NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices

NOT-OD-14-134: Notice to Emphasize the Requirement for Additional Educational Information unde...

9/29/2014http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-14-134.html



Notice to Emphasize the Requirement for Additional Educational Information under PA-14-148 "Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service 
Award Individual Predoctoral Fellowship to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research (Parent F31 - Diversity)"

Notice Number:

NOT-OD-14-135

Key Dates

Release Date:   September 24, 2014

Related Announcements

PA-14-148, NOT-OD-14-095

Issued by

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Purpose
This Notice serves to emphasize instructions provided in Section IV.2 Content and Form of Application Submission, Other Project Information Form, 
Other Attachments of PA-14-148.  Specifically,

The information specified below must be provided in a document with the file name "Additional Educational Information"  
This document must be attached to the Other Project Information form under the Other Attachments section. 
All applications lacking this attachment will be considered incomplete and will not proceed to review.

Part 2. Section IV.2. Content and Form of Application Submission Other Project Information Form

Other Attachments

The following additional educational information is required and must be attached under Other Attachments:

Describe the graduate or dual-degree program in which the applicant is enrolled, e.g. the structure of the program, required milestones and their 
usual timing (e.g., number of courses, any teaching and clinical requirements, and qualifying exams), and the average time to degree over the 
past 10 years. For dual-degree applicants, the sequencing of the applicant's graduate and medical (or other health professional) school years 
should also be described. Describe the progress/status of the applicant in relation to the program’s time line, indicating when the applicant 
matriculated into the program and, if applicable, when the applicant is likely to transition to clinical years of the dual-degree program. Describe 
the frequency and method by which the program formally monitors and evaluates a student’s progress. This information is typically provided 
by the director of the graduate program or the department chair. The name of the individual providing the information should be included at the 
end of the attachment.  
Note that scores for standardized exams (e.g., MCAT, GRE) as well as a listing of the applicant’s courses and grades must be included in the 
Fellowship Applicant Biographical Sketch, and NOT in this attachment. 
Please name this attachment “Additional Educational Information.” 

A certification letter is required and must be attached under Other Attachments:

Applicants are required to attach a letter from the institution certifying eligibility of the Fellowship applicant for this program. The certification 
letter must be on institutional letterhead and scanned so that an institutional official signature is visible. See instructions in the SF424 (R&R) 
Individual Fellowship Application Guide. 
Please name this attachment “Certification Letter.” 

The filename provided for each “Other Attachment” will be the name used for the bookmark in the electronic application in eRA Commons.

Inquiries 
Please direct all inquiries to: 

Henry Khachaturian, Ph.D.
Acting NIH Research Training Officer
NIH Office of Extramural Programs
Telephone: 301-443-2613
Email: NIHTrain@mail.nih.gov

Weekly TOC for this Announcement
NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices

NOT-OD-14-135: Notice to Emphasize the Requirement for Additional Educational Information unde...

9/29/2014http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-14-135.html



Notice to Discontinue the Requirement for Additional Educational Information under PA-14-149 "Ruth L. Kirschstein 
National Research Service Award (NRSA) Individual Postdoctoral Fellowship (Parent F32)"

Notice Number:

NOT-OD-14-137

Key Dates

Release Date:   September 24, 2014

Related Announcements

PA-14-149, NOT-OD-14-096

Issued by

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Purpose
This Notice serves to discontinue the requirement for Additional Educational Information provided in Section IV.2 Content 
and Form of Application Submission, Other Project Information Form, Other Attachments of PA-14-149.

Part 2. Section IV.2. Content and Form of Application Submission Other Project Information Form

Other Attachments

The following additional educational information is no longer required:

A description of the resourcesxavailable to the applicant including the availability of such resources as might be 
associated with an Office of Postdoctoral Affairs.

However, applicants are encouraged to provide any information on resources that are available at Office of Postdoctoral 
Affairs (or the equivalent) under the Other Project Information Form, Facilities & Other Resources attachment.

Inquiries 
Please direct all inquiries to: 

Henry Khachaturian, Ph.D.
Acting NIH Research Training Officer
NIH Office of Extramural Programs
Telephone: 301-443-2613
Email: NIHTrain@mail.nih.gov

Weekly TOC for this Announcement
NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices

NOT-OD-14-137: Notice to Discontinue the Requirement for Additional Educational Information und...

9/29/2014http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-14-137.html













ACRONYMS AND TERMS USED TODAY
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ACRONYM/TERM DESCRIPTION
AHRQ Agency for Health Care Research & Quality
Biosketch (NIH) Standardized biographical sketch form used by NIH to capture senior/key personnel and other significant 

contributors in the proposal.  Captures Name, eRA Commons ID, Education/Training, Personal Statement, 
Positions/Honors, Selected Publications and Research Support

Browser A program with a graphical user interface for displaying HTML files used to navigate web.  Examples include 
Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome and Opera.

Cayuse 424 Cayuse is a web-based system for submission of applications via grants.gov.
Cayuse Professional Profile Repository of personnel information for Cayuse users, PIs and key personnel. User choose name from 

Professional Profile listing and personnel data, such as department, title, role and contact information, 
autopopulates in the proposal under development. 

Commons User ID The Commons User ID is your logon to the eRA Commons system.  If you do not have a Commons login, you 
can request one from RFS .

Circular A-21 Cost Principles for Educational Institutions
Circular A-110 Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements With Institutions of Higher Education, 

Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations
Circular A-133 Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations
eRA Commons The eRA Commons is NIH's online interface where signing officials, principal investigators, trainees and post-

docs at institutions/organizations can access and share administrative information relating to research grants 
and process prior approval requests.

F&A; F&A Rate Agreement F&A stands for Facilities and Administrative Costs.  Also referred to as indirect costs and overhead. The F&A 
Rate Agreement is the federally negotiated rate agreement in place with government that allows us to charge 
the prescribed rates to the government.

F31/Kirchstein NRSA The F31 activity type is Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Individual Predoctoral 
Fellowship.

F32/Kirchstein NRSA The F32 activity type is Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Individual Postdoctoral 
Fellowship.

Individual Development Plan (IDP) An Individual Development Plan is a set of goals for the next 6-12 months that includes: research project goals, 
skill development goals and career advancement goals.

My Bibliography (Pub Med) My Bibliography is a reference tool that helps save your citations (journal articles, books/chapters, patents, 
presentations and meetings) directly from PubMed or, if not found there, to manually enter citations using My 
Bibliography templates. My Bibliography provides a centralized place where citations are easily accessed, 
exported as a file, and made public to share with others.

MyNCBI Electronic publication resource that NIH has mandated be used to demonstrate compliance with the NIH 
Public Access Policy.  My NCBI publications report resources are available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/ 

NCBI The National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) is part of the United States National Library of 
Medicine (NLM), a branch of the National Institutes of Health.

NIH National Institutes of Health
MTDC The Modified Total Direct Costs base is used to calculate indirect costs.  The base excludes items such as: 

equipment, student tuition, research patient care costs, rent, and sub-recipient charges (after the first 
$25,000).

PMCID
The PMCID is a unique reference number or identifier that is assigned to every article that is accepted into Pub 
Med Central. The PMCID is also used by recipients of NIH funding to demonstrate compliance with the NIH 
Public Access policy. The PMCID can be found in both Pub Med Central and PubMed.

Pub Med Central PubMed Central (PMC) is a free archive of biomedical and life sciences journal literature at the U.S. National 
Institutes of Health's National Library of Medicine (NIH/NLM). In keeping with NLM’s legislative mandate to 
collect and preserve the biomedical literature, PMC serves as a digital counterpart to NLM’s extensive print 
journal collection. Launched in February 2000, PMC was developed and is managed by NLM’s National Center 
for Biotechnology Information (NCBI).

RFS Research Funding Services
RPPR Research Performance Progress Report.  Progress reports are required annually to document grantee 

accomplishments and compliance with terms of award. They describe scientific progress, identify significant 
changes, report on personnel, and describe plans for the subsequent budget period or year. See 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/rppr/ 



ACRONYMS AND TERMS USED TODAY
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Page 2 of 2

ACRONYM/TERM DESCRIPTION
SNAP Streamlined Non-Competing Award Process.  Streamlined process that includes a number of provisions that 

modify annual progress reports, NoAs, and financial reports. Funds are automatically carried over and are 
available for expenditure during the entire project period. All NIH award notices identify whether the grant is 
subject to or excluded from SNAP.

Type 5 Application A type 5 application is a non-competing continuation.  A non-competing continuation is a financial assistance 
request (in the form of an application or progress report) or resulting award for a subsequent budget period 
within a previously approved project period for which a recipient does not have to compete with other 
applicants.

Uniform Guidance Refers to the new OMB guidance on administrative requirements, cost principles and audit requirements for 
federal awards (which includes research grant awards) that will come into effect December 26, 2014. This 
guidance consolidates OMB Circulars A-21, A-87, A-110 and A-122 (which have been placed in 2 C.F.R. Parts 
220, 225, 215 and 230); Circulars A-89, A-102 and A-133; and the guidance in Circular A-50 on Single Audit Act 
follow-up.
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