Wachusett Greenways and the Mass Central Rail Trail

Questions and Answers 
What is Wachusett Greenways?

Wachusett Greenways, an all-volunteer, nonprofit group, was established in 1995 with the mission to connect the central Massachusetts communities with trails and greenways.  Wachusett Greenways connects people to the outdoors by building and helping to maintain trails including the Mass Central Rail Trail (MCRT) and by leading trail events.  Members, volunteers, Wachusett Towns, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts including the Department of Conservation and Recreation, local foundations and businesses are all vital partners.   Volunteers, members and donors are always wanted!
Wachusett Greenways, P. O. Box 121, Holden, MA 01520 www.wachusettgreenways.org.
What is the Mass Central Rail Trail (MCRT)?

Once a 104-mile railroad traveling from Northampton to Boston, the right-of-way is now being restored as a rail trail--a multi-use trail for bicyclists, walkers, runners, baby strollers and young cyclists with training wheels, wheel chair users, cross country skiers and nature enthusiasts.  

The section of the MCRT which Wachusett Greenways and our partners are building is the central 30 miles which passes through Sterling, West Boylston, Holden, Rutland, Oakham into Barre.  We have completed nearly twenty miles of our planned 30 mile central section of the Mass Central Rail Trail. To date we have installed 10 bridges and two tunnels. 

Other sections of the 104 mile corridor include the Norwottuck Trail through Northampton, Hadley and Amherst.  The trail is under development in Ware and the east Quabbin region.  To the east, 24 miles of the MCRT identified as the Wayside Region are also under development.  In Somerville, the MCRT named the Community Path is open and being expanded.
Wachusett Greenways hosted the first “Golden Spike” MCRT meeting in 1999 for groups working along the corridor.  The informal coalition continues to meet periodically to encourage one another in completing this east-west corridor.
How is the Wachusett Greenways section of the trail constructed?

The trail is constructed with a stone dust-paved surface which is good for bicycling, walking, strollers, cross-country skiing, snow-shoeing and wheelchairs.

How is the MCRT maintained?  

Wachusett Greenways, eight Towns and the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation all play a role in maintenance. Maintenance includes removing brush and trees, clearing ditches, litter patrol, mowing shoulders, ditches, maintaining surfaces, parking lot maintenance and plowing, bridge and tunnel maintenance, and sometimes major repairs and restoration.  Other maintenance includes signs, benches, picnic tables, bulletin boards and portable toilets.  The maintenance of the MCRT is a public-private partnership.  If everyone makes a contribution, then we will sustain a treasured resource.  
Where is the Mass Central Rail Trail (Wachusett Greenways’ portion) complete now?


More than 18 trail miles are open plus two on-road sections: 

· Sterling from Sterling center at the Cider Mill to Gates Road-- 1.7 miles

· West Boylston/Holden from Oakdale to River Street along the Quinapoxet River-- 3 miles

· Holden Connector from River Street to Manning Street to Mill Street-- 2.2 miles off the rail bed and over two hills

· Rutland from Wachusett Street south to the Holden line—1.2 miles

· Rutland from Glenwood Road, through Oakham to Barre west of the Ware River crossing--10 miles.
Why is the MCRT valuable to our communities?

Neighbors of every age value the MCRT as a place to share the outdoors with a friend, to ride a bicycle, to cross-country ski or snowshoe, to run with a team or jog with a friend, to heal from hip or knee replacement or other illness or loss, to learn about trail building and maintenance, to serve as a trail patroller and help steward the trail for others, to improve health and fitness, or to observe nature.  Residents invite their visitors to the MCRT who often express their delight with the beauty of the MCRT.
Which towns are included?

Six Wachusett Towns:  Holden, Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling, West Boylston.  In  addition WG partners with the Ware watershed Towns Oakham and Barre where we have constructed the Mass Central Rail Trail west beyond the Ware River crossing in Barre.
Does Wachusett Greenways develop other trails? 

Yes, Wachusett Greenways constructed and helps maintain the four mile White Oak Trail which is connected with the Trout Brook Reservation trail system in Holden.  WG also assists with other trail building such as Mass Audubon’s Eagle Lake trail.  

How did Wachusett Greenways begin?
In the early 1990s, co-founder Colleen Abrams, visited Fort Collins, Colorado and discovered a network of multi-use trails for bicycling and walking with connections to neighborhoods, businesses, schools and parks.  Recognizing the value of local walking and bicycling trails, Colleen invited the newly-formed Wachusett Earthday (recycling, reuse and household hazardous waste collection) volunteer team to include trails and greenways in its mission.  The trails group began collaborating with the city of Worcester and other Wachusett and central Massachusetts Towns. The Town of Holden established the Holden Greenways Task Force in December 1994.  The Wachusett/central Massachusetts trails group developed as a geographic unit in order to raise funds to help build and maintain the Mass Central Rail Trail and other trails. The first section of the MCRT was completed in West Boylston and dedicated in October 1997.  Wachusett Greenways received official 501(c)3 non-profit status in 1998. From 17 members in 1997, Wachusett Greenways is working steadily toward the goal of welcoming 1000 members for 2017 to help sustain the MCRT.
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