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AILS Projzes Yorszsizs The Opioid Crisis Skin and Soft Tissue Infections (SSTI)
: - - What are SSTIs?
Location Opioid-Related | Opioid-Related Percent » Cellulitis, abscesses, and related skin and soft tissue infections
EMS Incidents EMS Incidents Increase * May or may not be due to drug use
2015 2016 2015-2016  If left untreated, can lead to sepsis, endocarditis, gangrene, death
Worcester 1204 1322 9.8% Statistics
Massachusetts 19572 23499 20% * #1 non-psychiatric reason for hospital admission

 Asof 2016, 9 in every 100,00 people have an opiate-related SSTI
* Approximately % of injection drug users (IDUs) have an active abscess at any

given time
. . * 46-68% national lifetime prevalence in IDUs
Heroin Use in Worcester 2011-2014 . Common reason for ED visits
e Per AIDS Project Worcester, 80% of syringe service program clients have some
Worcester form of SSTI
~ 3500
. Cost
% c 3000 * $9.9 million for inpatient abscess incision and drainage in 1999 at San Francisco
E & oo General Hospital (#1 inpatient primary procedure)
PR o e $20 million combined ED and inpatient costs for SSTIs in 1999 at San Francisco
S 2000 General Hospital
- % £ * $19 million nationally in 2001 for SSTI hospitalization in non-federal hospitals
Q'E? % g e $11.4 million for drug-related SSTI treatment at Jackson Memorial Hospital July
z £ 1000 2013- June 2014
E O
gy O Treatment Options in Worcester
§§ o * Wound clinics at Heywood Hospital in Gardner and Harrington Hospital in
Clinics Across the Country = 2000 2011 . 2013 2014 2015 Southbridge

Year

e All other clinics are privately-owned or hospital-based
 Many IDUs use ED as a regular source of care

The Missing Link: An Abscess Clinic

GOAL: Provide free or low-cost treatment of SSTIs for IDUs in Worcester as an alternative to using the ED or self-care practices

PROPOSAL:
At AIDS Project Worcester and/or with the Worcester Free Clinic Coalition

NEXT STEPS:
AIDS Project Worcester Worcester Free Clinic Coalition Acknowledgements and References

e Case management, phlebotomy, ¢ Network of sites open on different 1. Bring this proposal to the WFCC to see if they are interested

insurance enrollment, pharmacy days allows for follow-up wound partnering

on site care, dressing changes, etc.
* Existing relationship with IDUs * Physicians and volunteers are 2. Decide on a location (APW vs. existing WFCC sites, or both)
* Large clientele for syringe service already staffed on-site

program who would benefit * Clinics open 4 days a week, so 3. Apply for grants to fund use of space, materials, antibiotics, etc. o

directly e = e This project was supported by HRSA Grant No. U77HP03016
* Less loss to follow-up if services developing SSTI and being able to 4. Community outreach P‘ “n

offered at the same time as seek care , aSSAH EC

syringe exchange  Malpractice insurance provided . Network
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