Community Healthlink

A Member of UMass Memorial Health Care

Massachusetts
UMASS. Medical School Gregory Keefe, Joshua Litchman, Solange Bayard, Cassandra Doucet, Taylor Young, Erik Garcia,

The Population

Population Primarily Affected HUD Point in Time Homeless Count by State and Year Disirbution of Homeless Persons Natonlly Weekly Team Meetings
Individuals that are primarily affected by homelessness are those with
a history of mental illness, severe emotional trauma, substance abuse, California
and military service. In the setting of families, unemployment and
socioeconomic status play a larger role in the development of
homelessness compared to mental health and substance abuse issues.
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High Risk Groups

The groups that are at the highest risk of becoming homeless include ‘
the unemployed, low-income working class, and those that lack a I | | I l [Fooess
support network. This population is at high risk because health issues, I S S S E— Friday: full administrative staff
missing work, or an interruption in their primary source of income e meetings focus is on personnel

could render them homeless. The largest risk factor for becoming e and resource utilization e "
homeless is the lack of a social support network.
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Lessons Learned

Attributable Morbidity and Mortality
The average life expectancy for a chronically homeless individual is 48
years old. Chronic health issues typically occur at an earlier age.

e Homelessness is less about the absence of housing and more about
the absence of a social network
 Families have to lose everything to get what they need most
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Demographics for homelessness depend on location. HUD does not e o o et e e Homelessness is a cycle: without a home you cannot have a job and
. . . . e — Boston — Essex — Lynn —— Quincy/Weymouth .Unsheltered Homeless Individuals R .

collect reliable demographic data relating race and ethnicity to region [BB BrcckionPlyrovt [ Fall Rire B o Etinon o St [ Somert 1] Unshetered Homeless Peopie in Famiies without a job, you cannot have a home

homelessness. B i Evonsaranoetre ENowestd B vevcosir e Poverty is the root of homelessness
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