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Community Research Innovative Scholars Program (CRISP) 
 

UMass Campus:  
Investigator(s)/Dept. Community Partner Project Title 

2018 
Amherst: 
Elizabeth, Evans, PhD, MA 
Assistant Professor  
Health Promotion and Policy in the 
School of Public Health Services 

 Mercy Medical Center and its Affiliates, 
A Member of Trinity Health Of New 
England, Community Partner 

 

Adapting digital storytelling methods for women 
with opioid use disorders to improve medication 
assisted treatment utilization and strengthen 
community integration 

Dartmouth: 
Lynn D’Esmond PhD, RN 
Assistant Professor 
Community Nursing Department,  
College of Nursing 

Southcoast Health Development of the Distracted Practice Scale 

 

Boston: 
Amy Cook 
Assistant Professor 
School Counseling Online Program 
Coordinator, Department of 
Counseling and School Psychology 
Department,  
College of Education and Human 
Development 

Pierce Elementary School Storybooks and Social Hooks: Developing Social-
Emotional Learning and Reducing Challenging 
Behaviors 
Among Children with Emotional and Behavioral 
Disorders 

Boston: 
Sarah M. Camhi, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Exercise and Health 
Sciences 

Healthworks Community Fitness Examining Factors that Influence Adherence to 
Exercise Program Referrals from Health 
Care Providers Among Urban Obese African 
American Women: A Needs Assessment 

2017 
Boston: 
Kristin M. Murphy, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Special 
Education 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction 
College of Education and Human 
Development 

Janelle Ridley 
Program Manager of Student Voice and 
Initiatives 
Office of Social Emotional Learning and 
Wellness 
Boston Public Schools 
 

Project STORY (Street Trauma Oriented Research 
led by Youth) 

Worcester: 
Michelle K. Trivedi MD MPH 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
Division of Pediatric Pulmonology 
 

Debra McGovern DNP, PNP-BC, RN 
Nursing Director for Worcester Public 
Schools 
Community-Based Participatory 
Research Partner 

Perspectives on the Implementation of an Asthma 
Medication in School Program 

Boston: 
Leslie K. Wang, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Sociology 

Giles Li, M.A. 
Executive Director, Boston, Chinatown 
Neighborhood Center 

Community-Engaged Intervention Addressing 
Mental Health Effects of Prolonged 
International Parent-Child Separation in Chinese 
Immigrant Families 

Lowell: 
Angela Wangari Walter, Ph.D., 
M.P.H., M.S.W. 

J.J. Bartlett 
President, Fishing Partnership Support 
Services, Inc., Burlington, MA 

Community based prevention to reduce opioid and 
other drug abuse among commercial fishing 
industry workers 
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Assistant Professor 
Department of Public Health 
College of Health Sciences 

2016 
Amherst: 
Lorraine S. Cordeiro, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Department of Nutrition 
School of Public Health and Health 
Sciences 

Sovanna Pouv 
Cambodian Mutual Assistance 
Association of Greater Lowell, Inc. 
http://www.cmaalowell.org/wp/ 
 

Food Security, Health Risks, and Nutrition 
Education among Immigrant and Refugee Women 
in the United States 

  Boston:  
  Christopher B. Denning, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Special 
Education, Department of 
Curriculum & Instruction 

Judy Todd 
Community Based Participatory 
Research Partner, Special Education 
Director for Quincy Public Schools 
http://quincypublicschools.com/qpsinfo
/special-education-department/ 

Adapting and Piloting a Physical Activity Program 
for Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Dartmouth: 
Rachel Kulick, PhD in Sociology 
Assistant Professor in Sociology 
Sociology and Anthropology 
Department 
 

Brooke Baptiste 
Conference Manager, Marion Institute 
http://www.marioninstitute.org/connec
ting-for-change/team 
Lydia Silva 
Permaculture Educator, FarmCoast 
Permaculture 
http://www.farmcoastpermaculture.co
m/about/ 
 
Kayla Ringelheim 
Program Director - Community Access, 
Farm Fresh of Rhode Island 
http://www.farmfreshri.org/ 

UMass Dartmouth Grows: Ecological and Equity 
Based Approaches to Food Justice 

Lowell: 
Herpreet Thind, PhD, MPH, MBBS 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Community Health 
and Sustainability 
 

Katherine Tucker 
UMass Lowell 
Lead Community Partnership Building 
https://www.uml.edu/Health-
Sciences/CLNS/faculty/Tucker-
Katherine.aspx 

Community-based Yoga to Improve Adherence to 
Weight Loss Recommendations 
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