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Key Takeaways

• Ensure all accounts are linked: ORCID, eRACommons, NCBI

• Update publications in MyBibliography and/or ORCID

• Use the SciENcv tool for NIH Commons Forms templates and 

ensure certification is current as of Sept 26, 2026 update

• Review library publication agreements and open access support



Getting started

• Step 1: NCBI account and ORCID
o Do you already have a NCBI account?
o Is your account linked to eRA Commons?
o Is your ORCID linked to eRA Commons? 

• Step 2: My Bibliography 
o Are your citations up to date?

• Step 3: Use SciENcv to generate a primary biosketch

For instructions and guidance, see: libraryguides.umassmed.edu/biosketch 

https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/biosketch
https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/biosketch


Account settings to link to ALL of your accounts

If you’re on a NCBI page:



How to access My Bibliography

OR



Add your citations, ideally from PubMed

If your article is not in 
PubMed, enter the 
information from an RIS file 
or manually.



Adding a publication/ poster/ presentation manually



Finding SciENcv

On your NCBI Dashboard page, look 
for SciENcv in the bottom right. 



NCBI SciENcv: Integrated biosketch generator

More info: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/


Create a new biosketch



Prepopulate your new biosketch when possible



Biosketch and Biosketch Supplement Elements 

NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form:

Identifying Information, Organization and 
Location
• This is automatically pulled from eRA 

Commons, and not all data fields can be 
edited 

Section A: Professional Preparation

Section B: Appointments and Positions

Section C: Products – citations drawn from 
linked MyBibliography or ORCID only
• 5 products closely related to the 

proposed project
• 5 other significant products highlighting 

contributions to science

Biographical Sketch Supplement:

Section A: Personal Statement
• 3500 character limit
• No associated citations

Section B: Honors
• Limited to 15 entries

Section C: Contributions to Science
• Up to 5 entries describing significant 

contributions to science
• Limited to 2,000 characters each
• Can reference previously added 

products, but no citations allowed



Identifying Information, Organization and Location

• Data pulled directly from eRA Commons
• Will need to be edited for title, 

institution, etc
• ORCID is not editable – make sure it is 

correctly linked in eRA Commons



Adding Professional Preparation

Education and employment information are 
pulled in from eRA Commons or other linked 
accounts if available; you can edit as needed. 

Manually enter additional 
training as needed.



Adding Appointments and Positions

Manually enter 
additional training as 
needed.



Products



Biographical Sketch Supplement: Personal Statement

• Narrative section, no citations included
• Formatting is not encouraged
• See FAQ documentation (being rapidly 

updated so check back again when 
creating your own documents)

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/common-forms-biographical-sketch-current-pending-support.htm?anchor=57860


Biographical 
Sketch 

Supplement: 
Honors

• List any relevant academic and professional 
achievements and honors

• Students, postdoctorates, and junior faculty should 
include scholarships, traineeships, fellowships, and 
development awards, as applicable.

• Clinicians should include information on any 
clinical licensures and specialty board certifications 
that they have achieved.

• If the information is in eRA Commons, it may auto-populate 
this section in SciENcv if linked to NCBI account, but may 
require additional editing 



Biographical Sketch Supplement: Honors



Contributions to Science



Certification

• Certification is required and can only be completed by the submitting 
researcher – not a delegate

• If a delegate is preparing the Biographical Sketch, ensure they are doing so from 
within the researchers SciENcv account not their own, or else certification will be 
impossible

• Certification only becomes available once all fields are complete 
• Can not download PDF without certifying – use ‘View Draft’ to review, only 

export once
• Only the SciENcv produced PDF is acceptable for submission – do NOT 

make any changes after download
• Certification system was updated Sept. 26, 2026 – any forms certified but 

not submitted before this date must be recertified and downloaded again



Certification



ORCID

Things to update on your 
ORCID profile:

• Publications
• MyBibliography link
• Scopus author ID



NIH Current 
and Pending 

(Other) 
Support 

Common 
Form



NIH Current 
and Pending 

(Other) 
Support 

Common 
Form



NIH Public Access Updates

• The updated NIH Public Access Policy is in effect and manuscripts accepted for publication 
in a journal on or after July 1, 2025, must be submitted to PubMed Central for public 
availability without embargo upon the official date of publication.

• To assist with compliance, NIH has developed a new website dedicated to the Public Access 
Policy which includes an overview of the policy, supplemental guidance, tips for submitting 
to PubMed Central, contact information, and FAQs.  The site can be found 
at: https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/public-access.

• Further updated information can be found:
o NIH Public Access Policy FAQs (National Institutes of Health Office of Grants & Funding)
o The NIH Public Access Policy: Q&A for Authors (Authors Alliance)

• Specific questions can be sent to SciencePolicy@od.nih.gov.

https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/NIH

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Fnotice-files%2FNOT-OD-25-047.html&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028400837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UISDN35pgWZfzSHRsHXVUEqJL1fZONPTQzRjER1OTdM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fpolicy-and-compliance%2Fpolicy-topics%2Fpublic-access&data=05%7C02%7Csally.gore%40umassmed.edu%7Cf808fb38bfa54f016e3808ddbd94953a%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638875168028412739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrwSIdGItec3ha%2FmkTNsbCZMy%2BLPsMsb5dQ05UOpsfI%3D&reserved=0
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/public-access-policy
https://www.authorsalliance.org/2025/06/06/the-nih-public-access-policy-qa-for-authors/
mailto:SciencePolicy@od.nih.gov
https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/NIH%E2%80%8B


Publishing OA at a Discount

Institutional memberships and agreements the library has negotiated that waive or 
reduce publication charges for UMass Chan corresponding authors:

https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/openaccess/open-access-discounts

• American Chemical Society (ACS)

• American Society of Microbiology (ASM)

• Biochemical Society

• BioMed Central (BMC)

• BMJ Case Reports

• Cambridge University Press

• Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press

• Company of Biologist

• JMIR Publication

• Public Library of Science (PLoS)

• Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences (PNAS)

• Science Advances (AAAS)

• SpringerOpen

https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/openaccess/open-access-discounts%E2%80%8B
https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/openaccess/open-access-discounts%E2%80%8B
https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/openaccess/open-access-discounts%E2%80%8B
https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/openaccess/open-access-discounts%E2%80%8B
https://libraryguides.umassmed.edu/openaccess/open-access-discounts%E2%80%8B


https://library.umassmed.edu/research-and-publishing

https://library.umassmed.edu/research-and-publishing%E2%80%8B
https://library.umassmed.edu/research-and-publishing%E2%80%8B
https://library.umassmed.edu/research-and-publishing%E2%80%8B
https://library.umassmed.edu/research-and-publishing%E2%80%8B
https://library.umassmed.edu/research-and-publishing%E2%80%8B


Questions? Ask a Librarian!

Leah Honor
Research Data & Scholarly 
Communications Librarian
Leah.Honor@umassmed.edu 

Sally Gore
Manager, Research & Scholarly 
Communication Services
Sally.Gore@umassmed.edu 

https://library.umassmed.edu/ask-librarian
mailto:Leah.Honor@umassmed.edu
mailto:Sally.Gore@umassmed.edu
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