WSC/UMMC BI464; Clinical Practicum IV

Offered to WSC Seniors and Certificate students during the WSC spring semester.

This final clinical practicum is a continuance of CPIII with some critical differences.

First, the students are expected to participate in all studies at an advanced level. This

means that they must independently perform procedures and what is being accomplished,

why, and typical problems and how to overcome them.  Students must pass all of their proficiencies in all of the areas that are included in CPIII.  For these final evaluations

the students must plan, organize, and direct all steps, with assistance but not instruction from the technologists.  The criterion for the final evaluations is that of “ employment ready”.  It is the responsibility of the students to schedule their final proficiencies with the UMMHC clinical instructors or education coordinator.

Since students are also preparing for an oral presentation of a term paper, they’re encouraged to speak to various visiting groups about nuclear medicine.

Learning Objectives

I. Final Clinical Proficiencies at UMMHC

Students are evaluated as described above in all areas mentioned in the

CP III objectives.

Critical deficiencies must be remedied before graduation.

II. Education of the public.

Students may give a brief overview of the following subjects by giving

20-30 minute presentations to visiting groups (if available)

1. Types of ionizing radiation

2. Detection of radiation

3. Low level radiation for diagnostic purposes

4. Some biological effects of radiation

5. Risk vs. Benefit concept
       These presentations may include simple demonstrations of radiation detection by 

        survey meters, scintillation cameras and concepts of time distance and shielding in 

        radiation safety.  Students also briefly explain some of the steps in acquiring and

        manipulating images and data for diagnostic applications.

III. Externships

Students in very good clinical standing are allowed to arrange brief externships at

Clinical sites that are not affiliated with this program.  These include an increasing

Number of local sited that are affiliated with UMMHC as well as other institutions
Since a key goal of a technical training program is the placement of graduates, many options

are explored to achieve this goal.  When students assume the responsibility of researching

and contacting sites for a potential externship, they are practicing vital employment skills.

Office hours may be scheduled with the educational coordinator.

