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Subha Thiagarajan, M.D. ĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀ125 

Chad Tillbrook, Ph.D. ĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀ126 
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Nicki Fox (nicki.fox@umassmed.edu). 
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Akbarian Schahram, M.D., Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8204 

E-mail: Schahram.Akbarian@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Director, Brudnick Neuropsychiatric Research Institute 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Epigenetic Regulation of Brain Function and Behavior 
2. Molecular pathology of Autism Spectrum Disorders and Schizophrenia 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Molecular biology of schizophrenia, psychoses, autism and addiction disorders.  

Transgenic mouse models and molecular analysis of human disease. 

 

Representative Publications from the last 12 months: 

 

1.   Schroeder FA, Pental KL, Matevossian A., Jones SR, Konradi C, Tapper AR, Akbarian S (2008) Drug-

induced activation of dopamine D1 receptor signaling and inhibition of class I/II histone deacetylase induces 

chromatin remodeling in reward circuitry and modulates cocaine-related behaviors. 

Neuropsychopharmacology 33:2981-2992. 

 

2. Jiang Y, Matevossian A, Huang HS, Straubhaar J, Akbarian S (2008) Isolation of neuronal chromatin from 

brain tissue. BMC Neuroscience 9:42.  

 

3. Mellios N, Huang HS, Grigorenko A, Rogaev E, Akbarian S (2008) A set of differentially expressed miRNAs, 

including miR-30a-5p, act as post-transcriptional inhibitors of BDNF in prefrontal cortex. Human Molecular 

Genetics 17: 3030-3042.  

 

4. Jiang Y., Langley B., Lubin F.D., Renthal W., Wood M.A., Yasui D.H., Kumar A., Nestler E.J., Akbarian S., 

Beckel-Mitchener A.C. (2008) Epigenetics in the nervous system. Journal of Neuroscience 28: 11753-11759. 
 

5. Mellios  N, Huang HS, Galdzicka M, Ginns E, Akbarian S (2009) Molecular determinants of dysregulated 

GABAergic gene expression in schizophrenia. Biological Psychiatry 65: 1006-1014. 
 

6. Akbarian S (2008) Restoring neuronal synchrony in schizophrenia. American  J Psychiatry 165:1507-1509.  
 

7. Matevossian A., Akbarian S. (2008) A chromatin assay for human brain tissue. Journal of Visualized 

Experiments 13: pii: 7171. doi: 10.3791/717. 
 

8. Connor, CM, Akbarian S (2008) DNA methylation changes in schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. Epigenetics 

3(2): 55-58. 
 

9. Akbarian S (2008) Approaching the molecular pathology of suicide. Biological Psychiatry 64: 643-644. 

10. Akbarian S, Huang HS (2008) Epigenetic regulation in human brain ï focus on histone lysine methylation. 

Biological Psychiatry 65: 198-203.  

 
11. Matevossian A., Akbarian S. (2008) Neuronal nuclei isolation from human postmortem brain tissue. Journal 

of Visualized Experiments 20: pii:914. Doi:10.3791/914. 
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12. Connor CM, Guo Y, Akbarian S (2009) Cingulate white matter neurons in bipolar disorder and schizophrenia. 

Biological Psychiatry 2009 Sep 1;66(5):486-93. Epub 2009 Jun 25.  

13. Febo M, Akbarian S, Schroeder FA, Ferris CF. (2009) Cocaine-induced metabolic activation in cortico-limbic 

circuitry is increased after exposure to the histone deacetylase inhibitor, sodium butyrate. Neurosci Lett. 

465:267-271. 

14. Akbarian S (2009) The molecular pathology of schizophrenia-Focus on histone and DNA modifications. Brain 

Res Bull [Epub ahead of print]. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

5R01MH071476-04 (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 07/15/2005-06/30/2010 

NIH/NIMH  

Title: Epigenetic Changes in Frontal Lobe of Schizophrenics 

Major Goals: The major goal of this proposal is to determine #1) if in human brain, region-specific expression of 

NMDA receptor subunits genes is regulated through differential histone acetylation and methylation at the 

promoter and #2) if in prefrontal cortex of schizophrenics, decreased expression of metabolic or NMDA 

receptor mRNAs is accompanied by a deficit in open chromatin-associated histone methylation at the 

corresponding genes. 

 
3R01MH071476-05S1 (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 09/30/2009 ï 06/30/2010 

NIH/NIMH  

Title: Epigenetic Changes in Frontal Lobe of Schizophrenics 

Major Goals of this Administrative Supplement are to optimize methods to explore chromatin markings in post 

mortem brain tissue of schizophrenia and control subjects. 

 

1RC1MH088047-01 (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 09/30/2009 ï 08/31/2011 

NIH/NIMH  

Title:  Epigenetic Markings in Developing and Diseased Prefrontal Neurons 

Major Goals:  to profile genome wide histone methylation markings in developing and diseased prefrontal 

neurons from the human brain. 

 

5R01HD048489-05 (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 01/10/2005- 12/31/2009 

NIH/NICHHD 

Title: Chromatin Alterations in Rett Syndrome 

Major goals: This proposal will test the hypothesis that histone hyperacetylation contributes to the Rett syndrome 

phenotype. In a series of in vitro and in vivo experiments, neuronal health and survival after drug-induced 

histone hyperacetylation will be examined in Mecp2-deficient mutant and control mice. These studies include 

the developmental regulation of histone acetylation and methylation in murine cerebral cortex, complemented 

by analyses of postmortem brain tissue of subjects diagnosed with Rett syndrome and autism spectrum 

disorder.   

 

5R01DA017660-04 (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 06/15/2005-03/31/2010 
NIH/NIDA     

Title: Dopaminergic Signaling Modifies Striatal Histones 

Major Goals: The major goal of this proposal is to examine the dopaminergic regulation of site-specific covalent 

histone modifications in rodent basal ganglia (mouse, rat). In vivo and in vitro approaches will evaluate 

chromatin-remodeling at defined genomic sites after short- and long-term treatment with dopamine receptor 

agonists and antagonists. 

 

 

1R01MH081943-01A1 (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 7/1/2008-3/31/2013 

NIH/NIMH  

Title:  Small RNA Regulation of BDNF Expression in Schizophrenia 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19638299?ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_DefaultReportPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19638299?ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_DefaultReportPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
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Major Goals:  The goal of this proposal is to explore the role of a select number of microRNAs for 

developmental- and disease (schizophrenia and bipolar disorder) regulated expression changes of brain-derived 

neurotrophic factor (BDNF) in human prefrontal cortex.   

 

NARSAD   (PI: Schahram Akbarian) 9/15/2008-9/14/2011 

2008 Staglin Family Music Festival Award 
Title:  The ñChromatin Landscapeò of prefrontal cortex neurons 

Major goals:  This innovative proposal will combine a sorting technique for neuronal nuclei extracted from human 

postmortem prefrontal cortex with genome-wide chromatin profiling in order to identify gene loci subject to 

epigenetic regulation during the protracted course of human prefrontal development. 

 

5P30 HD004147-36 (PI: William McIlvane) 8/1/1997 ï 6/30/2010 

NIH/NICHD  

Title: Interdisciplinary Research in Mental Retardation (MRDDRC) 

Major goals:  The UMMS MRDDRC is a P30 grant that provides support for infrastructure to promote 

interdisciplinary research activity concerning mental retardation and other developmental disabilities. The P30 

grant does not support specific research projects, but rather broader classes of activity relating to the mission of 

the MRDDRC. 
Role:  Investigator 

 

1R01NS059586-01A2 (PI: Andrew Tapper) 09/30/2008 ï 2/28/2012 

NINDS 

Title: Nicotinic-dopamine receptor interaction in a novel Parkinsonian mouse model 

The major goals of this project are to characterize a functional interaction between dopamine receptors and 

nicotinic receptors in nigrostriatal pathways of a novel Parkinsonian mouse model.  

Role: Investigator 
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Stuart Anfang, MD  
Phone: (413) 587-6341 

E-mail: stuart.anfang@state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Clinical Associate Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Department of Mental Health, Western MA Area Medical Director  

 

Research Interests: 

 

Forensic Issues (Competency, Disability, Fitness for Duty) 

Systems/Risk issues in Public Sector Psychiatry 

Geriatric Competency Assessment 
 

Representative Publications: 

 

Anfang SA, Faulkner LR, Fromson JA, Gendel MH.   American Psychiatric Association     Resource Document on 

Guidelines for Psychiatric Fitness-for-Duty Evaluations of Physicians.     J Am Acad Psychiatry Law 2005; 33:85-

88. 

 

Anfang SA, Appelbaum PS.   Civil CommitmentðThe American Experience.   Isr J Psychiatry Relat Sci 2006; 

43: 209-218. 

 

Anfang SA, Wall BW.   Psychiatric Fitness for Duty Evaluations.   Psych Clin N Amer 2006; 29: 675-693. 
 

Anfang SA, Appelbaum PS.   Forensic Evaluation of the Older Patient.  In:  Agronin ME, Maletta GJ, eds.  

Principles and Practice of Geriatric Psychiatry.  Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2006. 
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Kenneth Appelbaum, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8464 

E-mail: Kenneth.Appelbaum@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor of Clinical Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Commonwealth Medicine, Center for Health Policy and Research, Law & 

Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Correctional Mental Health: epidemiology; service delivery models; administrative and clinical policies; treatment 

of serious mental disorders 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Appelbaum KL: The mental health professional in a correctional culture, in Scott C (ed.), Handbook of 

Correctional Mental Health [pp. 91-117], Second edition, American Psychiatric Press, Washington, DC, 2010 

 

2. Appelbaum KL: ADHD in prison: a treatment protocol. Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and 

Law, 37:45-49, 2009 

 

3. Appelbaum KL: Assessment and treatment of correctional inmates with ADHD. Am J of Psychiatry, 165:1520-

1524, 2008 
 

4. Appelbaum KL: Correctional Mental Health Research: Opportunities and Barriers, Journal of Correctional 

Healthcare, 14:269-277, 2008 

 

5. Appelbaum KL: Commentary: the use of restraint and seclusion in correctional mental health, Journal of the 

American Academy of Psychiatry and Law, 35:431-435, 2007 

 

6. Newman AW, Appelbaum KL: Stalking: perspective on victims and management, in Pinals D (ed.), Stalking: 

Psychiatric Perspectives and Practical Approaches [pp. 107-138], Oxford University Press, Inc., Oxford, NY, 2007 

 

7. Appelbaum KL: Practicing psychiatry in a correctional culture, in Scott C (ed.), Clinical Handbook of 

Correctional Psychiatry, American Psychiatric Press, Washington, DC, 2005 
 

8. Appelbaum KL, Manning TD, Noonan JD: A university-state-private corporation partnership to provide 

correctional mental health services. Psychiatric Services 53:185-189, 2002. 

 

9. Appelbaum KL, Hickey JM, Packer I: The role of correctional officers in multidisciplinary correctional mental 

health care. Psychiatric Services 

52:1343-1347, 2001. 

 

10. Appelbaum KL, Appelbaum PS: Forensic psychiatry, in Goldman H (ed.), Review of General Psychiatry [pp. 

530-539], Fifth edition, Lange Medical Books/McGraw Hill, New York, 2000 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. National survey on self-injurious behavior in prisons 

2. Paruresis and inmate drug testing 

3. Stigma within psychiatry 
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Rasim Arikan, MD., PhD. 
Phone: (508) 368-3551 

E-mail: rasim.arikan@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor; Staff psychiatrist at Worcester State Hospital 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Worcester State Hospital 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Free will 

Volition 

Dual agency in disability evaluations 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Arikan R. Appelbaum PS. Sercan M. Turkcan S. Satmis N. Polat A. Civil commitment in Turkey: reflections on a 

bill drafted by psychiatrists.  International Journal of Law & Psychiatry. 30(1):29-35, 2007 Jan-Feb. 

 

Byatt N. Pinals D. Arikan R. Involuntary hospitalization of medical patients who lack decisional capacity: an 

unresolved issue. Psychosomatics. 47(5):443-8, 2006 Sep-Oct. 

 

Arikan R. Ethical and Legal Issues for Mental Health Professionals 

Psychiatric Services,  57: 1052, Jul 2006. 
 

Arikan R. Appelbaum P. A day in the life of a psychiatrist in-the-making. Psychiatrist-in-the making: Rasim 

Arikan, M.D., Ph.D. Mentor: Paul Appelbaum, M.D. Academic Psychiatry. 29(4):383-4, 2005 Sep-Oct. 

 

Candilis PJ. Arikan R. Noone SB. Holzer JC. The new research ethic: will oversight requirements sink forensic 

research? Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry & the Law. 33(3):361-7, 2005. 

 

Arikan, R., Pinals, D.A. Competence to stand trial and self-representation. Journal of the American Academy of 

Psychiatry & the Law. Vol 32:207-209, 2004. 

 

Arikan, R. Mental illness and civil rights: Involuntary Treatment (in Turkish) Turkish Journal of Forensic 

Psychiatry, 1:3-7, 2004. 
 

Arikan, R. Dangerousness due to mental illness: An issue lawyers and physicians should work on together (in 

Turkish). Ankara Bar Journal, 60:215-222, 2002.  

 

Arikan, R., Blake, N., Woolsey, T., Giraud, L., Highstein, S.M. A light microscopic method to determine the 

effective spread of muscimol following injection in the central nervous system. J. of Neuroscience Methods, 

118:51-7, 2002. 

 

Highstein, S.M., Partsalis, A., Arikan, R. Role of the Y-group of the vestibular nuclei and flocculus of the 

cerebellum in motor learning of the vertical vestibulo-ocular reflex. Progress in Brain Research, 114:383-397, 

1997. 
 

Arikan, R. Vestibulo okuler refleksin kontrol ve adaptasyonunda flocculusun rolu. Ph.D. dissertation, Ege 

University Faculty of Medicine, Health Sciences Institute, Izmir, Turkey, Dec.1997.  

 

Arikan, R., Renda, Y., Arikan, M.C., Ciliv, G., Ozguc, M. Fetal kan ile kontaminasyonun amniyon sivisinin 

asetilkolinesteraz duzeyine etkisi. (Effect of fetal blood contamination on AchE levels). Doga-Turkish Journal of 

Medical Sciences, 16:463-467, 1992. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 
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Dual agency issue in the Social Security disability evaluation process.  

Arikan, R., Saleh, F., Marrero, I., Pinals, D.A., Fisher, W.H., Appelbaum, P.S. 

 

Survey of professionalism and ethics in medical education.  

Marrero, I., Arikan, R., Bell, M.  
Multi center research project. 
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Stuart Bartle, MD  
Phone: (413) 243-3389 

E-mail: stuartbartle@yahoo.com 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Clinical Professor,  Psychiatry 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Berkshire Medical Center, Pittsfield, MA  

 

Research Interests: 

 

Schizophrenia 

Stigma 

 

Representative Publications: 
 

Quarterly publication of 8-12 page journal to approx 2500  non-psychiatric MDs and influential laypersons. 

 



15 

 

Robert W. Bass, Ph.D.  
Phone: (781) 642-0246  

E-mail: Robert.Bass@umassmed.edu  

 

Academic Role: Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry; Director, New England INDEX, Shriver Center; 

Faculty member, Shriver LEND program  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Shriver Center University Center for Excellence in Developmental 

Disabilities (UCEDD) 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Role of information technology in meeting the information needs of people with disabilities 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Exploration and application of emerging technologies to enable a collaborative network of information providers 

to serve the information needs of people with disabilities. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Bass, R.W. & Aguirre, A. New England INDEX and the Massachusetts Network of Information Providers 

(MNIP): Using technology to support a collaborative network of information providers.  Massachusetts Alliance of 

Information and Referral Systems Training Conference, Worcester, MA, May, 2007. 
 

Bass, R.W. A coordinated, interagency system of information and referral for people with disabilities.  

ñTranslating health services research into effective health policyò, Commonwealth Medicine 2006 Academic 

Conference, April 19, 2006. 

 

Bass, R.W.  & Gregorio, K. The Massachusetts Accessible Housing Registry.  Paper presented at the annual 

meetings of the National Association of Councils of Developmental Disabilities, Lexington, KY, October 5, 2004. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Collaboration with Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) to deliver information via web-

based search applications on Mass.gov. 
 

Current funding from EOHHS, Department of Mental Retardation, and Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.  
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Sheldon Benjamin, MD 
Phone: (508) 856-4087 

E-mail: Sheldon.benjamin@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor of Psychiatry and Neurology 

Vice Chair for Education in Psychiatry 

Director of Adult Psychiatry Residency Training 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: University of Massachusetts Medical School, Director of Neuropsychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Behavioral effects of epilepsy and epilepsy surgery 
Neurological causes of psychiatric symptoms 

Psychiatric education 

Deep brain stimulation for refractory depression 

 

Research Summary: 

We evaluate all candidates for temporal lobectomy prior to and following surgery in a collaborative team 

involving neurosurgery, neurology, neuropsychology and neuropsychiatry seeking to understand the impact on an 

individualôs behavior. 

 

We have also worked to create diagnostic algorithms for the evaluation of neurological and genetic causes of 

childhood and young-adult onset psychiatric symptoms. 
 

As part of the residency training program, we conduct research into competency evaluation and educational 

methods. 

 

We are part of a multi-site trial of Deep Brain Stimulation for refractory depression with the Center for 

Psychopharmacology Research and Treatment and the Department of Neurosurgery. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Zisook S, Balon R, Benjamin S, Beresin E, Goldberg D, Jibson M, Thrall G, Psychopharmacology Curriculum 

Field Test, Academic Psychiatry 33(5) 358-363, 2009. 

 
Lauterbach M, Stanislawski-Zygaj, A, Benjamin S.  The Differential Diagnosis of Childhood and Young Adult 

Disorders that Include Psychosis, Journal of Neuropsychiatry and Clinical Neuroscience,  20(4) 409-418, 2008. 

 

Benjamin S, Swearer J, Phillips C, Weaver J, Lauterbach M, Tuttle M.  Predictors of Psychiatric and Behavioral 

Co-Morbidity in Temporal Lobectomy Candidates, American Epilepsy Society, abstract, Epilepsia, 45 (supp 7): 

171-2, 2004. 

 

Varley CK, Jibson MD, McCarthy M, Benjamin S.  A Survey of the Interactions Between Psychiatry Residency 

Programs and the Pharmaceutical Industry, Academic Psychiatry 29(1): 40-46, 2005. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 
 

Deep Brain Stimulation for Refractory Depression, multi-center trial (Advanced Neuromodulation Systems), to 

begin early 2010 pending FDA approval. 

 

Use of the Draw-A-Clock task in psychiatric evaluation. 

 

Validity of psychotherapy competency evaluation methods 

 



17 

 

Kathleen Biebel, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8717 

 E-mail: Kathleen.biebel@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Research Assistant Professor of Psychiatry  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Parents with mental illness; implementation research regarding new and developing interventions; mental health 

policy development  

 

Research Summary: 

 

My current research focus is on understanding ñwhat happensò during the implementation of a pilot intervention 

for families living with parental mental illness.  I am specifically interested in the issues of workforce 

development, creating the organizational and community capacity to support interventions, and the challenges of 

translating science to service as they relate in introducing a family-centered, strengths-based intervention in a 

traditionally adult-serving mental health agency. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Nicholson, J., Hinden, B., Biebel, K., Henry, A., & Katz-Leavy, J. (2007). A qualitative study of programs for 
parents with serious mental illness and their children: Building practice-based evidence.  The Journal of 

Behavioral Health Services and Research, 34(4), 395-413. 

 

Geller, J., & Biebel, K. (2006).  The premature demise of public child and adolescent inpatient psychiatric beds.  

Part II: Challenges and implications.  Psychiatric Quarterly, 77(4), 273-291. 

 

Biebel, K., Nicholson, J., Fisher, W., & Geller, J. (2006).  A national survey of State Mental Health Authority 

programs and policies for clients who are parents: A decade later.  Psychiatric Quarterly, 77(2), 119-128. 

 

Geller, J., & Biebel, K. (2006). The premature demise of public child and adolescent inpatient psychiatric beds.  

Part I: Overview and current conditions.  Psychiatric Quarterly, 77(3), 251-271. 

 
Hinden, B., Biebel, K., Nicholson, J., Henry, A., & Katz-Leavy, J. (2006). A survey of programs for parents with 

mental illness and their families: Identifying common elements to build an evidence base. Journal of Behavioral 

Health Services & Research, 33(1), 21-38. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Co-PI with Joanne Nicholson, Ph.D., ñFamily Case Management for Parents with Mental Illness and their 

Childrenò Astra Zeneca. 01/01/08, funded for one year. 
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Alan Birnbaum, Ph.D.  
Phone: (508) 860-1020 

 E-mail: abirnbaum@communityhealthlink.org 

 

 

Academic Role: Affiliate in psychiatry  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Community Healthlink 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Smoking cessation in major mental illness, coercion and perceived coercion in major mental illness   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Birnbaum, A; Lidz, C and Greenege, D.   ñMeasuring Perceived Coercion in Community Careò  Presented at 

XXIVth International conference on Law and Mental Health, Toronto, June 1999. 

 

A Double Blind Placebo-controlled Study of Buproprion SR Added to High-dose Nicotine Replacement Therapy 

for Smoking Reduction or Cessation in Schizophrenia.  Evin, E, Cather, C, Culhane, M, Birnbaum, A,  et al.   

Journal of Clinical Psychpharmacology , Volume 27, Number 4, August 2007. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 
None at this time 
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Harvey Budner, MD  
Phone: (508) 358-2273 

 E-mail: h.budner@comcast.net 

 

Academic Role: Affiliate in psychiatry  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Bridge of Central Massachusetts (School House Program) 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Course of mental illness in children at a DMH-supported residential program 

 

Research Summary:   

 

Use of DMH records to understand levels of care utilized 
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Nancy Byatt, D.O., M.B.A  
Phone: (508) 856- 6780 

E-mail: nancy.byatt@umassmemorial.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Psychosomatic Medicine Service, Emergency Mental Health, Womenôs 

Mental Health Specialty Clinic 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Mental health service delivery for obstetric patients and the pathophysiology of major depression in pregnancy and 

the postpartum period. Relationships between MS and depression  

 

Research Summary: 

 

MS and depression project explores whether subjects with cerebral MS report symptoms of depression that occur 

as a prodrome to the development of neurological MS.  We are examining the prevalence and severity of 

depression in subjects diagnosed with MS before and after onset of MS and whether depression severity is 

associated with greater lesions on MRI.   

 

Mental health service delivery in pregnancy and the postpartum period project will aim to explore ways to increase 

access in to care in this patient population. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Glezer A, Byatt N, Cook Jr. R, Rothschild AJ:  Polypharmacy:  Prevalence Rates in the Treatment of Unipolar 

Depression in an Outpatient Clinic.  Journal of Affective Disorders 117: 2008: 18-23.  

 

Byatt N, Pinals D, Arikan R. Involuntary Hospitalization of Medical Patients who Lack Decisional 

Capacity: an Unresolved Issue. Psychosomatics. 47: 2006: 443-448. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Relationships between MS and Depression 

Mental Health Service Delivery in Pregnancy and the Postpartum Period   
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Philip Candilis, MD  
Phone: (508) 856-1473 

E-mail: philip.candilis@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Public Sector, Law and Psychiatry, Center for Mental Health Services 

Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Medical ethics, research ethics, forensic ethics, informed consent, decision-making capacity, IRB decision-making 

 

Research Summary: 

 

K-award comparing research decision-making of mentally ill, medically ill, and non-ill subjects (completed) 

 

Neuropsychological correlates of decision-making and risk/benefit decisions among multiple sclerosis and non-ill  

subjects (completed, Mike Basso, UTulsa, PI) 

 

Ethical Issues in Behavioral Health Research, Faculty and advisor, (NIH 11/02-05, St. Louis University, James 

Dubois, Ph.D., Principal Investigator) 

 
Developing an Ethics Curriculum for Psychiatric Research, Office of Research IntegrityðAmer. Assoc. Medical

 Colleges (ORI-AAMC,  Core work group member, American Psychiatric Institute for Research and 

Education (APIRE), Harold Goldstein, Ph.D., Principal Investigator, 2/03 ï ô04) 

 

Disseminating and evaluating an ethics curriculum for psychiatric research, (ORI-AAMC, APIRE, Harold 

Goldstein, Ph.D, Principal Investigator, ô04-ô05)  
 

Multi -site descriptive observational study of IRBs (NIH, ongoing, Chuck Lidz, PI) 

 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Candilis P, Lidz CW, Arnold R. The need to understand IRB deliberations. IRB: Ethics and Human Research, 

28(1): 1-5, 2006 

 

Dunn LB, Candilis P, Roberts LW. Emerging empirical evidence on the ethics of schizophrenia research. 

Schizophrenia Bulletin, 32(1): 47-68, 2006 
 

Candilis P, Geppert C, Fletcher K, Lidz C, Appelbaum P. Willingness of subjects with thought disorder to 

participate in research. Schizophrenia Bulletin, 32(1): 159-165, 2006 

 

Candilis P, Layde J.  Professional development in forensic psychiatry. Academic Psychiatry, 31(2), 110-111, 2007 
 

Candilis P, Fletcher K, Geppert C, Lidz C, Appelbaum P. A direct comparison of research decision-making:  

mentally ill, medically ill, and non-ill subjects. Schizophrenia Research 99, 350-358, 2008 
 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

UMMS, Philip Candilis, MD, Co-Principal Investigator (with Charles Lidz, Ph.D.) 

An observational descriptive study of IRB practices, NIH R-01CA107295, (6/06-5/11), $2.9 million 
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RC1 submission, 2009, not funded (being revised as R01; distinguishing psychosis from language dysfluency) 

2 R01 submissions under revision (risk-benefit influences on research decision-making; effects of depression on 

research decision-making) 
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Robert Carey, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 334-7442 

E-mail: careyr@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor  

Psychology predoctoral internship; Psychiatry and medical residencies; medical student Objective Structured 

Clinical Examinations (OSCEs); Institutional Review Board (IRB) 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Outpatient mental health service delivery 
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI)  

Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) 

Smoking cessation 

 

Representative Publications:  

 

Six publications in 1986 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Various quality improvement (QI) initiatives involving the adult Ambulatory Psychiatry Service 
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Lauren R Charlot, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 334-4364 

E-mail: charlotl@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor, Dept of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Director ID/MH Services  

Director ID/MH Multidisciplinary consultation team 

Consultation and training services provided to Massachusetts and Connecticut DDS/DMR 

 

Research Interest: 

 

ID/MH (Intellectual Disabilities and Mental Health)  
Autism 

 

Research Summary: 

 

From 30-40% of children and adults with intellectual disabilities are diagnosed with a psychiatric disorder, and 

many others are treated for behavior problems.  Despite this, the literature addressing assessment and treatment of 

this clinical population is limited.  My goal is to pursue funding to study factors that may act as mediators or 

moderators of risk for behavioral health problems in people with ID. In examining this area, I have been working 

on strategies to improve the accuracy of psychiatric assessment of people with ID. I am also interested in 

determining if risk and protective factors differ for people with and without Autism Spectrum Disorders.  A related 

area of interest is whether or not targeted educational programs can be effective in reducing morbidity among 
people with ID/MH.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Charlot, L., Deutsch, C.K., Fletcher, K., & McIlvane, W.J. (2007). Validation of the Mood and Anxiety Semi-

Structured (MASS) Interview for Patients with Intellectual Disabilities. Journal of Intellectual Disability 

Research. 51, 821-834. 

 

Charlot L.R., Fox, S., Silka, V.R., Hurley, A., Lowry, M.,  Pary, R. (2007). Mood disorders in individuals with 

intellectual disabilities. In R.  Fletcher, E. Loschen, C. Stavrakaki, M. First .(Eds.)  Diagnostic Manual -- 

Intellectual Disability (DM -ID):   A Textbook of Diagnosis of Mental Disorders in Persons with Intellectual 

Disability .  (pp. 271-316). Kingston NY: NADD Press: Kingston, NY.  
 

Susan R. Gabriel, SR, Loschen, E, Reeve, A, Sanderson, D and Charlot, L. (2006) Mental disorders due to a 

general medical condition not elsewhere classified. In R.  Fletcher, E. Loschen, C. Stavrakaki, M. First (Eds.)  

Diagnostic Manual -- Intellectual Disability (DM -ID):   A Textbook of Diagnosis of Mental Disorders in 

Persons with Intellectual Disability.   (pp. 221-232). Kingston NY: NADD Press: Kingston, NY.  

 

Charlot, L., Deutsch, C., Alberts, A. & McIlvane, W. (manuscript in preparation) Depression in Autism Spectrum 

Disorder: Distinctive features and comorbid traits.  Submitted to Journal of Mental Health Research in Intellectual 

Disabilities.  

 

Charlot, L. & Beasley J. Specialized inpatient mental health care for people with intellectual disabilities. (2005) 
Mental Health Aspects of Developmental Disabilities.  8: 3, 100-103.  

 

Charlot, L.R. & Mikkelsen, E.J. (2005). Commonly employed psychopathology instruments for individuals with 

intellectual disabilities. In : James Hogg and Arturo Langa (eds.) Assessing Adults with Intellectual Disabilities: 

A service providersô guide. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. Pp 164-178. 

 

Mikkelsen, E., Charlot, L.R. & Langa, A. (2005) The assessment of mental illness in individuals with intellectual 

disabilities.  In James Hogg and Arturo Langa (eds.) Assessing Adults with Intellectual Disabilities: A service 

providersô guide. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. Pp 52-73. 
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Charlot, L. R. (2005) Use of Behavioral Equivalents for Symptoms of Mood  Disorders. in P. Sturmey (Ed. ) 

Mood Disorders and People with Mental Retardation. Kinston, NY: NADD Press. 

 

Shedlack, K., Levesque, C., Charlot, L. Bolduc, M., Silka, V. , Mikkelsen, E., Cole, Cole J.  (2003) Nothing new 

under the sun: A case of neuroleptic withdrawal syndrome in a man with intellectual disabilities. Harvard Review 

in Psychiatry,  11:344-352.  

 

Charlot, L. (2003). Mission impossible : Developing an accurate classification of psychiatric disorders for 

individuals with developmental disabilities.  Mental Health Aspects of Developmental Disabilities.  6: 1, 26-33.  

 

Charlot, L.R. , Fox, S., & Friedlander, R. (2002).  Obsessional slowness in Down syndrome.  Journal of 

Intellectual Disability Research  46: 8, 1-8. 

 

Charlot, L.R., Abend, S., Silka, V.R., Kuropatkin,B., Garcia, O., Bolduc, M, & Foley,M.  (2002). A Short stay 

inpatient psychiatric unit for adults with developmental disabilities. In Eds. John Jacobsen, James Mulick & Steve 

Holburn. Contemporary Dual Diagnosis: MH/MR. Service models. Volume I: Residential and Day Services. 

NADD Press : Kingston, NY. pp. 35-55.  
 

Charlot, LR. (1998). Developmental effects on mental health disorders in persons with developmental disabilities. 

Mental Health Aspects of Developmental Disabilities.  Vol. 1; 2, 29-38. 

 

Charlot, LR. (1997). Irritability, aggression, and depression in adults with mental retardation: A developmental 

perspective. Psychiatric Annals, 27: 190-197. 

 

Charlot, LR , Doucette, AD, &  Mezzacappa, E. (1993).   Affective symptoms of institutionalized adults with 

mental retardation. American Journal on Mental Retardation., 98 (3), 408-416. 

 

Charlot, L.R. (2002). Obsessional slowness : Severe variant of OCD or separate disorder? Mental Health Aspects 

of Developmental Disabilities.   

 

Charlot, LR , Doucette, AD, &  Mezzacappa, E. (1993).   Affective symptoms of institutionalized adults with 

mental retardation. American Journal on Mental Retardation., 98 (3), 408-416. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

PI  - UMMS Mini-Grant Initiative ï Medical problems and adverse drug events in psychiatric inpatients with ID 

 

Co-investigator ï NICHD grant PI - Dr William J McIlvane (PI; R01 HD42807, P30 HD04147)  Depression in 

children with intellectual disabilities   
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Maryann Davis, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8718 

E-mail: Maryann.Davis@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health 

Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Understanding the development of adolescents and young adults with serious mental health conditions as they 

transition into adulthood, particularly those involved in public systems. 
 

2. Understanding the influence of public child and adult systems, such as mental health, juvenile and criminal 

justice, on the development of adult role functioning and providing age appropriate treatment during the transition 

period. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

My research focuses on youth and young adults with serious mental health conditions and the interplay of 

individuals, families, community, and public systems during the critical window of development when adolescents 

mature into adulthood. My goals are to 1. describe development of adult role functioning, and the impact of their 

disability, among those accessing typical services, 2. describe the service systems that support or hinder the 
development of these youths, and the policies that shape those service patterns, 3) develop models for improved 

service systems for those in this developmental stage. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Davis, M. (2003). Addressing the needs of youth in transition to adulthood. Administration and Policy in Mental 

Health, 30,495-509. 

 

2. Wagner, M., & Davis, M. (2006). How are we preparing students with emotional disturbances for the transition 

to young adulthood?  Findings from the National Longitudinal Transition Study-2.  Journal of Emotional and 

Behavioral Disorders,14, 86-98. 

 
3. Davis, M., Geller, J., & Hunt, B. (2006). Within-state availability of transition-to-adulthood services for youths 

with serious mental health conditions.  Psychiatric Services, 57, 1594-1599. 

 

4. Davis, M., Banks, S., Fisher, W, .Gershenson, B., & Grudzinskas, A. (2007). Arrests of adolescent clients of a 

public mental health system during adolescence and young adulthood. Psychiatric Services, 58, 1454-1460. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Adaptation of Multisystemic Therapy for Transition Age Youth (NIMH R34 MH081374-01; 

$720,088; 3 years).   This study adapts an evidence-based treatment used to reduce antisocial behavior in 

delinquents for use with young adults with serious mental health conditions. The young adult intervention is 
focused on reducing antisocial behavior, substance use, and mental health symptoms, and increasing prosocial 

functioning. The project examines the feasibility of the approach and the research methods, and obtains 

preliminary treatment outcomes. 

 

2. Network Analysis of Transition System Change (Center for Mental Health Services; $58,004, 2 years). Follow-

up study, using a methodology known as Network Analysis, which describes relationships between organizations, 

to measure change between organizations that serve transition age youth in a site that received CMHS funding to 

improve the transition system. Deliverable will be a federal report. 
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3. Arrest Patterns Among Youth in Mental Health Systems (National Institute of Mental Health; R01 MH067862-

01A1; $642,000; 3 years).  Describes within-individual arrest patterns up to age 25 among youth involved in MAôs 

Department of Mental Health as adolescents to determine risk periods and risk factors separately in males and 

females, the impact of out-of-home treatments on arrest patterns, and comparisons of arrest patterns with 

sociodemographically-matched offenders. 
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Leonard Doerfler, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 767-7549 

E-mail: doerfler@assumption.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor (Voluntary) 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Assumption College 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and adjustment to heart disease, cognitive-behavioral models of depression 

and anxiety disorders; predictors of psychiatric hospitalization; anxiety and affective disorders in children and 

adolescents 
 

Research Summary: 

 

My research has focused on several different topics in the past several years. One line of research has examined 

the characteristics and prevalence of PTSD in cardiac patients. A second focus has been studying the 

characteristics of anxiety and depressive disorders in children and adolescents. I have been collaborating with 

colleagues to examine the features of panic and agoraphobia, the relationship between panic disorder and 

separation anxiety disorder, and the co-occurrence of anxiety disorders and externalizing disorders. A third area of 

research has examined the predictors of re-hospitalization in patients admitted for inpatient psychiatric treatment.  

 

Representative Publications: 
 

Doerfler, L. A., Toscano, P. F., & Connor, D. F. (in press).  Separation anxiety and panic disorder in clinically 

referred youth. Journal of Anxiety Disorders. 

 

Doerfler, L. A., Connor, D. F., Volungis, A. M., & Toscano, P. F. (2007). Panic disorder in clinically referred 

children and adolescents. Child Psychiatry and Human Development, 38, 57-71. 

  

Doerfler, L. A., Paraskos, J. A., & Piniarski, L. (2005). Relationship of quality of life and perceived control with 

posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms 3-6 months after myocardial infarction. Journal of Cardiopulmonary 

Rehabilitation, 25, 166-172. 

 

Doerfler, L. A., & Paraskos, J. A. (2005). Posttraumatic stress disorder in patients with coronary heart disease: 
Screening and management implications. Canadian Journal of Cardiology, 21, 689-697. 

 

Doerfler, L. A., & Paraskos, J. A. (2004). Anxiety, posttraumatic stress disorder, and depression in patients with 

coronary heart disease: A practical review for cardiac rehabilitation professionals. Journal of Cardiopulmonary 

Rehabilitation., 24,. 414-421. 

 

  

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1) comparison of children and adolescents diagnosed with bipolar disorder and children diagnosed with 

ADHD 
 

2) examination of the relationship of anxiety disorders and externalizing disorders in children and 

adolescents 

 

3) examination of the relationship of depressive disorder and externalizing disorders in children and 

adolescents 

 

4) examination of events that preceded admission to an inpatient psychiatric unit 
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5) examination of proactive and reactive aggression in children and adolescents referred for 

psychopharmacology evaluation 
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William V. Dube, Ph.D. 
Phone: (781) 642-0277 

E-mail: william.dube@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Program in Neuroscience 

(GSBS) and Department of Pediatrics; E.K. Shriver Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

(1) Discrimination learning, attention, and issues related to behavioral allocation in children and teenagers with 

developmental disabilities such as autism and mental retardation.  
(2) Joint attention deficits in preschool-aged children with autism.  

 

Research Summary: 

 

Behavioral Allocation and Choice Processes in MR: Basic Research and Applications 

The major goals of this program project grant are to study behavioral processes involved in behavioral allocation 

and choice-making in individuals with intellectual disabilities, and to translate basic laboratory research findings 

into effective, individualized motivational support systems for such individuals.  

 

Joint Attention Deficits in Preschool-Aged Children with Autism 

Joint attention refers to the use of gestures, verbalizations, and gaze shifts to coordinate attention with another 
person in order to share the experience of an object or event. Deficits in the development of joint attention are 

well-documented in young children with autism and related disorders (PDD-NOS). The goals of this research are 

to (a) examine relations between preference and sensitivity for social re-enforcers, discriminative stimulus control 

by social cues, and the results of assessments of joint attention initiation; and (b) develop training procedures that 

target specific behavioral prerequisites for joint attention coordination.  

 

Stimulus Overselectivity and Observing Behavior in Mental Retardation 

Stimulus overselectivity refers to an atypical restriction in the range, breadth, or number of stimulus features that 

acquire stimulus control of behavior. It is a widely acknowledged problem in special education of children with 

developmental disabilities such as autism and mental retardation. This project investigates environmental variables 

that affect stimulus overselectivity and develops remedial procedures.  

 
Praxis Behavioral Observation Software  

The major goal of this STTR Fast-Track project is to produce software for the analysis of behavior recorded on 

digital video. The software will enhance coding efficiency and accuracy of interpretation for partial-interval and 

momentary time sampling procedures.  

 

Translational Analyses of Chronic Aberrant Behavior Across the Life Span (Pending) 

Project 4: Treatment Generalization and Contingency Coherence 

The major goal of this project is to contribute to the development of an explicit technology of treatment 

generalization for chronic aberrant behavior. 

 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Dickson, C. A., Deutsch, C. K., Wang, S. S., & Dube, W. V. (2006). Matching-to-sample assessment of stimulus 

overselectivity in students with intellectual disabilities. American Journal on Mental Retardation, 111, 447-453. 

 

Dickson, C. A., Wang, S. S., Lombard, K. M., & Dube, W. V. (2006). Overselective stimulus control in residential 

school students with intellectual disabilities. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 27, 618-631.  
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Dube, W. V., Balsamo, L. M., Fowler, T. R., Dickson, C. A., Lombard, K. M., & Tomanari, G. Y. (2006). 

Observing behavior topography in delayed matching to multiple samples. The Psychological Record, 56, 233-244. 

 

Dube, W. V. & McIlvane, W. J. (2006). Behavior-analytic experimental strategies and motivational processes in 

persons with mental retardation. In H. Switzky, L. Hickson, & R. Schalock (Eds.), International review of 

research in mental retardation, Vol. 31: Mental retardation, personality, and motivational systems (pp. 261-288). 
San Diego, CA: Academic Press.  

 

MacDonald, R. P. F., Anderson, J., Dube, W. V., Geckeler, A., Green, G., Holcomb W. L., Mansfield, R. C., & 

Sanchez, J. (2006). Behavioral assessment of joint attention: A methodological report. Research in Developmental 

Disabilities, 27, 138-150. 

 

Smaby, K., MacDonald, R. P. F., Ahearn, W. H., & Dube, W. V. (2007). Assessment protocol for identifying 

preferred social consequences. Behavioral Interventions, 22, 311-318.  

 

Walpole, C. W., Roscoe, E. M., & Dube, W. V. (2007). Use of a differential observing response to expand 

restricted stimulus control. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 40, 707-712 

 
Dube, W. V. (in press). Stimulus overselectivity in discrimination learning. In Reed, P. (Ed.) Behavioural theories 

and interventions for autism. New York: Nova Science Publishers. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1 P01 HD 046666 (Dube, P01 PI) 5/12/04-4/30/09  NICHD 

Behavioral Allocation and Choice Processes in MR: Basic Research and Applications 

Roles: P01 PI, Project 4 PI, Project 2 Co-investigator 

 

1 R42 HD054077 (Dube, PI)    9/2/06-5/31/09  NICHD 

Praxis Behavioral Observation Software  
Role: PI 

 

1 R01 HD 042807 (McIlvane, PI) 08/01/04-07/31/08  NICHD 

Behavioral Studies of Mental Retardation and Depression 

Role: Co-investigator 

 

5P30 HD04147 (McIlvane, PI)   8/1/97 ï 6/30/10   NICHD 

Interdisciplinary Research in Mental Retardation 

Role: Co-investigator 

 

ADD  DHHS 90 DD0564/1 (Hamad, PI) 7/1/07 - 6/30/12 

Administration on Developmental Disabilities, University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities 
Education, Research and Service 

Role: Co-investigator 

 

R41 MH77378 (McIlvane, PI)   7/1/06-6/30/09  NIMH 

Tests of Attention and Memory in Individuals with Intellectual Limitations 

Role: Co-investigator 

 

Funding Pending 

 

P01 HD 055456-01A1 Cataldo & McIlvane (P01 Co-PIs), Dube (P4 PI)  7/1/08-6/30/13 NICHD 

Translational Analyses of Chronic Aberrant Behavior Across the Life Span 
Role: Project 4 PI 
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Deborah C. Field, MD 
Phone: (508) 860 -1035 

E-mail: Deborah.field@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Medical Student Clerkship Director 

Director of Homeless Psychiatry Services at Homeless Outreach and Advocacy Program, Community Healthlink. 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Community Healthlink; UMass Medical School  

 

Research Interests: 

 

Homeless service delivery and outcomes; Addiction treatment in the homeless; Psychiatric medical education  

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Matthews J, PhD, MD, Kadish W, MD, Barrett S, MS. Mazor K, EdD, Field D, MD, and Jonassen J, PhD. ñThe 

Impact of a Brief Interclerkship about Substance Abuse on Medical Student Skillsò.Academic Medicine, May 

2002 

 

ñPsychiatry, Medicine and The Homeless Mentally Ill.ò Medical Student Newsletter, Volume 12, Issue 2, Fall 

2003 

 

ñAn Apple a Day Keeps the Doctor Away ï the Stigma of Being a Psychiatrist.ò APAMedical Student Newsletter, 

Volume 13, Issue 1, Spring 2004  

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

HRSA Expansion grant submitted to expand Buprenorphine clinic capacity at Homeless Outreach and Advocacy 

Program. 
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William Fisher, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8711 

E-mail: Bill.Fisher@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health 

Services Research, Law & Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Mental Health Services & Policy Research 

2. Mental Health & Criminal Justice Interactions 
3. Epidemiology of Adult Mental Disorders 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Current research focuses on patterns of criminal justice involvement among persons with serious psychiatric 

disorders and the management of such individuals within the mental health and criminal justice systems. Recent 

grant applications have focused on jail diversion programs for trauma-related psychiatric conditions in returning 

veterans, comparisons of the outcomes associated with different models of police response to incidents involving 

persons with mental illness, and the effects of forensic review boards on mental health service use.  

 

Representative Publications: 
 

Fisher WH, Roy-Bujnowski K, Grudzinskas AJ, Clayfield JC, Banks S, Wolff N.(2006)  ñPatterns and Prevalence 

of Arrest in a Statewide Cohort of Mental Health Care Consumers.ò Psychiatric Services, 57:1623-1628  

 

Fisher WH, Silver E, Wolff N (2006) ñBeyond criminalization: Toward a Criminologically-Informed  Mental 

Health Policy and Services Researchò  Administration & Policy in Mental Health  & Mental Health Services 

Research 33:544-557 (Nominated for ñBest Paperò 2008, Mental Health Section, American Sociological 

Association.) 

 

Davis, M., Banks, S., Fisher, W, Gershenson, B., & Grudzinskas, A. (2007).  Adolescent and Young Adult 

Arrests in Public Adolescent Mental Health Clients. Psychiatric Services  58: 1454-14-60. 

 
Fisher, WH, Wolff N, Grudzinskas AJ, Roy-Bujnowski, K, Banks S, Clayfield J. (2007) ñDrug Arrests in a 

Cohort of Mental Health Service Recipientsò  Psychiatric Services 58: 448-14-53. 

 

Hartwell SW, Fisher WH, Deng X: ñThe Impact of Regionalization on Reentry Service Outcomes" Psychiatric 

Services, (accepted June 2008, in press.)  

 

Davis MA, Fisher WH, Gershenson B, Grudzinskas AJ & Banks SM. ñAdolescent and Young Adult Justice 

System Involvement among Females in Public Mental Health Systems and the General Populationò American 

Journal of Public Health. (acceptedBi July 2008, in press.) 

 

Ongoing Projects: 
 

The Boston Police Study. Funded by the Sidney Bear Foundation. Albert J Grudzinskas. Jr. JD.   

 

The Worcester State Hospital Difficult to Discharge Patient Study, (supported by the Massachusetts Department of 

Mental Health).  

 

The Massachusetts Mental Health Criminal Justice Cohort Study (previously funded by NIMH; data analyses 

continue).   
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 Raymond B. Flannery, Jr., Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 368-3517 

E-mail: Raymond.flannery@dmh.state.ma.us  

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, UMMS 

                           Associate Clinical Professor of Psychology, Harvard Medical School 

 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMASS; DMH Worcester State Hospital-Psychology Internship Program 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Assaultive psychiatric patients; Staff victims of patient assaults; violent persons      

      

Research Summary: 

 

I have created, fielded, and developed the Assaulted Staff Action Program (ASAP), a crisis intervention program 

to address the psychological sequelae of patient assaults on staff.  During 20 continuous years, this program has 

grown to include 37 teams in seven states with over 1,600 trained ASAP volunteers who have responded to over 

4,500 staff victims.  ASAP is the most widely researched crisis intervention program in the world. It has also 

provided the longest, continuous study of assaultive psychiatric patients in the published literature. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 
150 peer-reviewed, data-based papers, 17 chapters, and 7 books. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

ASAP Continues in its 20th continuous year  gathering data about the characteristics of assaultive patients and the 

staff victims of such assaults. 
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Richard K. Fleming, Ph.D.  
Phone: (781) 642-0023 

E-mail: Richard.Fleming@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Eunice Kennedy Shriver Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Dr. Flemingôs research interests focus on the application of psychological principles and procedures to address 

problems in the field of intellectual and developmental disabilities. Specializing in behavioral psychology, he is 

involved in two main areas of research: 1) health promotion through healthful diet and physical activity, and 2) 
internet-based education for parents and personnel working with children with autism and related disabilities.   

 

Research Summary: 

 

Research currently underway (see Ongoing Projects) includes: 

 

 A randomized clinical trial comparing a primarily educational intervention with a comprehensive 

behavioral program to promote weight loss and healthful lifestyles among adolescents/young adults with 

Down syndrome.  

 

 Development and evaluation of a six-course online curriculum on designed to educate parents of children 
diagnosed with autism about evidence-based behavioral interventions.  

 

 Design and preliminary research on a community-based program to increase physical activity among 

children with autism. This project utilizes a Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR) approach 

for bringing together families, community organizations and university researchers. 

 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Sulzer-Azaroff, B., Fleming, R., Tupa, M., Bass, R. & Hamad, C. (2008). Choosing objectives for a distance 

learning curriculum in behavioral interventions in autism. Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, 
23, 29-36. 

 

Crockett, J., Fleming, R.K., Doepke, K. & Stevens, J. (2007). Parent training: Acquisition and generalization of 

discrete trials teaching skills with parents of children with autism. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 28, 23-

36. 

 

Fleming, R.K., Curtin, C., & Bandini, L.G. (2005). Facilitating patient behavior change in clinical nutritional 

management. In F. Bronner (Ed), Nutritional and Clinical Management of Chronic Conditions and Diseases. Boca 

Raton, FL: CRC Press. 

 

Fleming, R.K. (2001). Diverse problems call for diverse analyses and interventions in behavioral safety: A 

commentary on Boyce and Geller (2000). Journal of Organizational Behavior Management, 21(1), 65-69. 
 

Oliver, J., & Fleming, R.K. (1997). Applying within-subject methodology to transfer of training research. 

International Journal on Training and Development, 1(3), 173-180. 

 

Fleming, R.K., Oliver, J., & Bolton, D. (1996). Training supervisors to train staff: A case study in a human service 

organization. Journal of Organizational Behavior Management, 16(1), 3-25. 
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Scarpati, S.E., Malloy, T.E., & Fleming, R.K. (1996). Interpersonal perception of skill efficacy and behavioral 

control of learning disabled adolescents: A social relations approach. Learning Disabilities Quarterly, 19, 15-22. 

 

Pollack, M.J., Fleming, R.K., & Sulzer-Azaroff, B. (1994). Enhancing professional performance through 

organizational change. Behavioral Interventions, 9, 27-42. 

 
Fleming, R.K., & Reile, P. (1993). A descriptive analysis of client outcomes associated with staff interventions in 

developmental disabilities. Behavioral Residential Treatment, 8, 29-43. 

 

Fleming, R.K., & Sulzer-Azaroff, B. (1992) Reciprocal peer management: Improving staff instruction in a 

vocational training program. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 25, 611-620. 

Sulzer-Azaroff, B., Pollack, M.J., & Fleming, R.K. (1992). Organizational behavior management within structural 

and cultural constraints: An example from the human service sector. Journal of Organizational Behavior 

Management, 12, 117-137. 

 

Fleming, R.K. (1992). An integrated behavioral approach to transfer of interpersonal leadership skills. Journal of 

Management Education, 16(3), 341-353. 

 
Fleming, R.K., & Sulzer-Azaroff, B. (1989). Enhancing quality of teaching by direct care staff through 

performance feedback on the job. Behavioral Residential Treatment, 4, 377-395. 

 

Sharpley, C.F., & Fleming, R.K. (1989). Stress reactivity in male undergraduates. Journal ofCollege Student 

Development, 30, 420-425. 

 

Sharpley, C.F., & Fleming, R.K. (1988). Biofeedback for cardiac control as a preventative procedure with 

normotensives: Directions for future research. Behaviour Change, 5, 74-79. 

 

Sharpley, C.F., & Fleming, R.K. (1988). Awareness of heart-rate reactivity. Psychological Reports, 63, 995-996. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Parent-Supported Weight Reduction in Down Syndrome (NIDDK R03DK070627-01A2): Randomized clinical 

trial comparing two versions of a 16-session, 6-month family-based weight loss and health promotion intervention 

for adolescents/young adults with Down syndrome.  

 

Educating Parents: Behavioral Intervention in Autism (NICHD R42HD055021): Development and evaluation of a 

6-course internet-based curriculum for parents of children recently diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder.  

 

Using Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) to Design and Pilot a Physical Activity Program for 

Youth with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). (NICHD, R21HD057806-01): Development and implementation of 

a research project that involves parents of children with ASD and community partners with the goal of increasing 
physical activity.  
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Kenneth Fletcher, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8630 

E-mail : Kenneth.Fletcher@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Family Medicine and Community Health, and the Graduate 

School of Nursing 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  

 

Center for Mental Health Services Research, Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 
1. Trauma research and treatment, especially for children 

2. Mental health services research and medical outcomes research 

3. Mental health services and the justice system 

4. Assessment and treatment of co-occurring disorders 

5. Youth violence and juvenile sexual offending, assessment and treatment 

 

Research Summary: 

I am interested in research on childhood trauma, its etiology, prognosis, and prevention; youth violence, especially 

the treatment of juvenile sexual offenders and youths in the juvenile justice system with a trauma history; and 

health services research, particularly related to mental health of children. I created four of the first measures of 

childhood PTSD written specifically for children in language they can understand and at a third grade reading 
level. These measures are now used by researchers and clinicians around the world. I also provide research 

methodology and statistical consultation, specializing in survey design, psychometrics, and advanced statistical 

modeling.  I am also increasingly interested in mental health services and the justice system, as well as the 

assessment and treatment of co-occurring disorders. 

 

Representative Publications: 

1. Pbert, L., Flint, A.J., Fletcher, K.E., Young, M.H., Druker, S., & DiFranza, J.R. (In press).  Effect of a pediatric 

practice-based smoking prevention and cessation intervention for adolescents: A randomized controlled trial.  

Pediatrics. 

 

2.  Fletcher, K.E. (2007).  Posttraumatic stress disorder.  In E.J. Mash and R.A. Barkley (Eds.), Assessment of 

childhood disorders, Fourth Edition (pp. 398-483), New York: Guilford Press. 
 

3. DiFranza, J.R., Savageau, J.A., Fletcher, K., Pbert, L., OôLoughlin, J., McNeill, A.D., Ockene, J.K., Friedman, 

K., Hazelton, J., Wood, C., Dussault, G., & Wellman, R.J. (2007). Susceptibility to nicotine dependence: The 

Development and Assessment of Nicotine Dependence in Youth 2 Study.  Pediatrics, 120, e974-e983.  Available: 

www.pediatrics.org/cgi/doi/10.1542/peds.2007-0027. 

 

4. Charlot, L., Deutsch, C., Fletcher, K., & McIlvane, W. (2007). Validation of the Mood and Anxiety Semi-

Structured (MASS) Interview for patients with intellectual disabilities [Online].  Journal of Intellectual Disability 

Research, 51.  Available: http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1365-2788.2007.00972.x. 

 

5. Grudzinskas, Jr., A.J., Clayfield, J., Fletcher, K.E., Fisher, W.H., & Aaker, E. (2007, February). Measuring 
police attitudes toward persons with mental illness to inform first responder training.  Presentation at the 17th 

Annual Conference on State Mental Health Agency Services Research, Program Evaluation and Policy, 

Washington DC. 

 

6. DiFranza, J.R., Savageau, J.A., Fletcher, K., OôLoughlin, J., Pbert, L., Ockene, J.K., McNeill, A.D., Hazelton, 

J., Friedman, K., Dussault, G., Wood, C., & Wellman, R.J. (2007). Symptoms of tobacco dependence after brief 

intermittent use: The Development and Assessment of Nicotine Dependence in Youth ï 2 Study.  Archives of 

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 161, 704-710. 

 

http://www.pediatrics.org/cgi/doi/10.1542/peds.2007-0027
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7. Fletcher, K.E., Clemow, L., Peterson, B.A., Lemon, S.C., Estabrook, B., & Zapka, J.G. (2006). A path analysis 

of factors associated with distress among first-degree female felatives of women with breast cancer diagnosis. 

Health Psychology, 25, 413-424. 

 

8. Fletcher, K.E., Spilsbury, J.C., Creedon, R., & Friedman, S. (November 6, 2006). Psychometrics of the 

Dimensions of Stressful Events (DOSE) Scale for children exposed to violence.  Poster presentation, 22nd Annual 
Conference of the International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, Hollywood, CA. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Development of a self-report measure of addiction and counseling programôs ability to deliver integrated 

treatment for co-occurring substance abuse and mental health problems. 

 

2. Development of the first measure of police attitudes to the mentally ill. 

 

3. Evaluation of crisis intervention training for police when dealing with the mentally ill. 

 

4. Program evaluation of the Central Massachusetts Communities of Care program. 
 

5. Development of a trauma risk assessment for children and adolescents presenting to medical emergency care. 

 

6. Development of a set of childhood assessment tools that will assess the spectrum of trauma reactions, including 

Acute Stress Disorder, PTSD, and Complex PTSD, for children and adolescents of all ages, preschool through 

young adult. 

 

7. Continued development and testing of the Cough Quality of Life Questionnaire, the first psychometrically tested 

measure of quality of life among patients suffering from chronic cough. 

 

8. Development of several research projects that are intended to address a variety of mental health needs: delivery 
of a trauma-informed treatment for adult women with trauma histories suffering from substance use problems, 

development of a computer-delivered short intervention for alcohol use among adolescents, and development of a 

method of identifying cocaine users who do or do not show cue-elicited cravings. 
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Lisa R. Fortuna, MD, MPH 
Phone: (508) 856-7842 

E-mail: lisa.fortuna@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School; Director of Child and 

Adolescent Multicultural Mental Health Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Adolescent dual diagnosis,  

PTSD,  
Substance abuse,  

Cognitive behavioral therapy,  

Multicultural mental health services  

 

Research Summary: 

Development of a CBT-based treatment for substance abuse in the context of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) in violence exposed minority youth. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Perez, M. C., & Fortuna, L. R. (2005). Psychiatric diagnoses and utilization of services among 
undocumented immigrants at a Latino mental health program. The Journal of Immigrant and Refugee 

Services, 3(1/2), 107-123. 

 

2. Zayas, L. H., Lester, R. J., Cabassa, L. J., & Fortuna, L. R. (2005). Why do so many Latina teens 

attempt suicide? A conceptual model for research. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 75(2), 275-287. 

 

3. Witt, W. P., Fortuna, L. R., Wu, E., Kahn, R. S., Winickoff, J. P., Pirraglia, and P. A., et al. (2006) 

.Childrenôs Use of Motor Vehicle restraints: Maternal Psychological Distress, Maternal Motor Vehicle 

Restraint Practices, and Sociodemographics, Ambulatory Pediatrics. 6 (3), 145-151. 

 

4. Fortuna, L. R., Perez, D. J., Canino, G., & Alegria, M. Prevalence and correlates of lifetime suicidal 

ideation and attempts among Latino subgroups in the United States. Journal of Clinical Psychiatry 2007; 
68(4): 572-81.  

 

5. Perez, D.J., Fortuna, L.R., Alegria, M. Prevalence of everyday discrimination among Latino subgroups 

in the United States. Journal of Community Psychology, Vol. 36, No. 4, 421ï433 (2008) 

 

6. Fortuna, LR , Porche, MV, Alegria, M. Political Violence Exposure, Psychosocial Stress and the Context 

of Mental Health Services Use among Latino US Immigrants. Ethnicity and Health, (2008, In Press).  

 

7. Cortes D, Mulvaney-Day, N, Fortuna LR,  Reinfeld S. Patient/Provider Communication: Understanding 

the Role of Patient Activation for Latinos in Mental Health and Substance AbuseTreatment. Health 

Behavior and Education (2008, In Press) 
 

8. Fortuna, LR , Shan Gao, Alegria, M. Staying in Treatment: Retention in Depression Care among 

Ethnic/Racial Minorities in the United States. Psychiatric Services (Submitted). 

 

9.   Porche, MV, Fortuna, LR , Lin, J, Alegria, M. Traumatic Stress and School Drop Out among  Ethnic 

Minorities in the US. Child Development (Submitted) 
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Jean A. Frazier, M.D. 
Phone: (508)  

E-mail: jean.frazier@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role:  

Robert M. and Shirley S. Siff Chair in Autism Research 

Professor of Psychiatry 

Vice Chair, Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Dept of Psychiatry, UMASS Memorial Medical Center  

 

Research Interests: 

 

Autism, Early Onset Bipolar Disorder, Early Onset Schizophrenia 

Psychopharmacology and Neuroimaging 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Scientifically, my efforts have focused on understanding the neurobiology and treatment of early onset psychoses.  

In recent years, I completed an NIMH funded K08 entitled ñBrain Anatomic MRI in Childhood Bipolar Disorderò 

and an NIMH-funded U01 which was a randomized, double-blind trial of 3 antipsychotic medications in youths 

with schizophrenia.   I am currently a part of an 8-site contract through NICHD to investigate the safety and 
efficacy of lithium in pediatric bipolar disorder.  The data gleaned from this study will be used by the FDA to 

obtain approval for the use of lithium in individuals below the age of 13.  I also am an investigator as part of a 

CIDAR award through the NIMH to study progression of illness in schizophrenia. This study involves 

phenotyping the patients (prodrome, first episode and chronic) and collecting MRIs, EEGs, and 

neuropsychological testing in a longitudinal fashion. Since the field is small and the number of youths with early 

onset schizophrenia, in particular, is small, it is critical to have collaboration across sites.  To this end, our research 

program is involved in a number of collaborative investigations of early onset psychoses and of children at risk for 

developing a psychotic disorder.  Finally, we have begun to investigate interventions for individuals with 

prodromal symptoms of schizophrenia 

 

More recently, our group has become involved in autism research.  We are participating in the Boston Autism 

Consortium. In addition, we have three medication trials underway to investigate the safety and efficacy of these 
interventions for the treatment of problematic behaviors and emotions seen in youth on the spectrum.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Frazier, JA, Biederman, J, Bellordre CA, Garfield SB, Geller DA, Coffey BJ, Faraone SV.  Should the 

diagnosis of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder be considered in children with pervasive 

developmental disorder? Journal of Attention Disorders 2001; 4:203-11. 

2. Frazier JA, Biederman J, Tohen M, Feldman PD, Jacobs, TG, Toma V, Rater M., Tarazi RA, Kim GS, 

Garfield SB, Sohma M, Gonzalez Heydrich J, Risser RC, Nowlin ZM.  A prospective open-label 

treatment trial of olanzapine monotherapy in children and adolescents with bipolar disorder. Journal of 

Child & Adolescent Psychopharmacology 2001; 11:239-50. 
3. Wagner KD, Weller EB, Carlson G, Sachs GA, Biederman J, Frazier JA, Wozniak P, Tracy K, Weller 

RA, Bowden C. An open-label trial of divalproex in children and adolescents with bipolar disorder. 

Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 2002; 41:1224-30. 

4. Frazier JA, Cohen LG, Jacobsen L, Grothe D, Flood J, Baldessarini RJ, Piscitelli S, Kim G, Rapoport 

JL.  Clozapine serum concentrations in children and adolescents with childhood-onset schizophrenia. 

Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology 2003; 23:87-91. 

5. Breeze JL, Hesdorffer DC, Hong X, Frazier JA, Renshaw PF.  Clinical significance of brain white 

matter hyperintensities in young adults with psychiatric illness. Harvard Review of Psychiatry 2003; 

11:269-83. 
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6. De Fossé L, Hodge SM, Makris N, Kennedy DN, Caviness VS, McGrath L, Steele S, Ziegler DA, 

Herbert MR, Frazier JA, Tager-Flusberg H, Harris G. Language association cortex asymmetry in autism 

and specific language impairment. Annals of Neurology 2004; 56:757-66. 

7. Frazier JA, Chiu S, Breeze JL, Makris N, Lange N, Kennedy DK, Herbert MK, Bent EK, Koneru VK, 

Dieterich ME, Hodge SM, Rauch SL, Grant PE, Cohen BM, Seidman LJ, Caviness VS, Biederman J. 

Structural brain magnetic resonance imaging of limbic and thalamic volumes in pediatric bipolar 
disorder. American Journal of Psychiatry 2005; 162:1256-65. 

8. Frazier JA, Ahn M, DeJong S, Bent E, Breeze J, Guiliano A.  Neuroimaging studies in pediatric bipolar 

disorder: a critical review. Harvard Review of Psychiatry 2005; 13:125-40. 

9. Frazier JA, Breeze JL, Makris N, Giuliano AS, Herbert MR, Seidman L, Biederman J, Hodge SM, 

Dieterich ME, Gerstein E, Kennedy DN, Rauch SL, Cohen B, Caviness VS. Cortical gray matter 

differences identified by structural magnetic resonance imaging in pediatric bipolar disorder. Bipolar 

Disorders 2005; 7:555-69. 

10. Doyle RL, Frazier JA, Spencer TJ, Geller D, Biederman J, Wilens T. Donepezil in the treatment of 

ADHD-like symptoms in youths with pervasive developmental disorder: a case series. Journal of 

Attention Disorders 2006; 93:543-9. 

11. Moore C, Frazier JA, Glod CA, Finn C, Breeze J, Dieterich M, Lyoo IK, Renshaw PF.  Anterior 

cingulate cortex glutamate and glutamine levels in children and adolescents with bipolar disorder. Journal 
of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 2007; 46:524-34. 

12. McClellan J, Sikich L, Findling RL, Frazier JA, Vitiello B, Hlastala SA, Williams E, Ambler D, Hunt-

Harrison T, Maloney AE, Ritz L, Anderson R, Hamer RM, Koch G, Lieberman JA.  The Treatment of 

Early Onset Schizophrenia Spectrum Disorders (TEOSS):  rationale, design and methods. Journal of the 

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 2007; 46: 969-978. 

13. Frazier JA, McClellan J, Findling RL, Vitiello B, Anderson R, Zablotsky B, Williams E, McNamara 

NK, Jackson JA, Ritz L, Hlastala SA, Pierson L, Varley JA,  Puglia M, Maloney AE, Ambler D, Hunt-

Harrison T, Hamer RM, Noyes N, Lieberman JA, Sikich L. Treatment of early-onset schizophrenia 

spectrum disorders: demographic and clinical characteristics. Journal of the American Academy of Child 

and Adolescent Psychiatry, 2007; 46: 979-988. 

14. Ahn M, Breeze JL, Makris N, Kennedy DN, Herbert MR, Hodge SM, Seidman LJ, Biederman J, 
Caviness VS, Frazier JA. Anatomic brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) study of basal ganglia in 

pediatric bipolar disorder. Journal of Affective Disorders, 2007; 104:  147-154. 

15. Frazier JA, Breeze JL, Papadimitriou G, Kennedy DN, Hodge SM, Moore CM, Howard JD, Rohan MP, 

Caviness V, Makris N. White matter abnormalities in children with and at risk for bipolar disorder. 

Bipolar Disorders,  2007; 9: 799-809. 

16. Frazier JA, Hodge S, Breeze J, Giuliano A, Terry J, Kennedy D, Lopez-Larson M, Caviness V, Seidman 

L, Zablotsky B, Makris N.  Diagnostic and Sex Effects on Limbic Volumes in Early-Onset Bipolar 

Disorder and Schizophrenia.  Schizophrenia Bulletin, 2008; 34: 37-46. 

17. Sikich L, Frazier JA, McClellan J, Findling R, Vitiello B, Ritz L, Ambler D, Puglia M, Maloney AE, 

Michael E, DeJong S, Slifka K, Noyes N, Hlastala S, Pierson L, McNamara NK, Delporto-Bedoya D, 

Anderson R, Hamer RM, Lieberman JA.  Double-blind Comparison of Antipsychotics in Early Onset 

Schizophrenia and Schizoaffective Disorder.  American   Journal of Psychiatry, in press. 
18. Lopez-Larson M, Michaels E, Moore C, Terry J, Breeze JL, Kennedy DN, Makris N, Hodge SM, 

Caviness VS, Frazier JA.  Subcortical volumes: Differences between youths with bipolar disorder and 

comorbid attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder compared to youths with attention-deficit/hyperactivity 

disorder.  Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychopharmacology, in press 

19.  Kryzhanovskaya L, Schulz C, McDougle CJ, Frazier JA, Dittman R, Robertson-Plouch C, Bauer BS, 

Xu W, Wang WV, Carlson J, Tohen M. The Efficacy and Safety of Olanzapine in Adolescents with 

Schizophrenia:  The Results from a Double-blind, Placebo-Controlled Trial.  Journal of the Academy of 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, in press.  

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 
2005-present Bristol Myer Squibb - Investigator initiated Study 

PI: Jean A. Frazier, M.D. 

Open Label Trial of Aripiprazole in Youths with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
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2005-2008 NICHD Contract: HHSN275200503406C 

Overall PI : Robert Findling, M.D. Site PI: Jean A. Frazier, M.D. 

Best Pharmaceuticals for Children Act Pediatric Off-Patent Drug Study (PODS): Lithium for the 

Treatment of Pediatric Mania 

 

2006-present Research Support through the Boston Autism Consortium 
  PI:  Jean A. Frazier, M.D. 

  The Genetics of Autism 

 

2007-present NIMH CIDAR 1P50 MH080272 

Overall PI: Robert McCarley M.D.; Site PI:  Jean A. Frazier, M.D. 

Vulnerability to Progression in Schizophrenia.  

 

2007-present    Autism Speaks and Neuropharm 

  Site PI:  Jean A. Frazier, M.D. 

  Oral Disintegrating Tablet of Fluoxetine in Autism Spectrum Disorders 

 

 
2008-present NIMH 1R21 MH082335 

  PI:  Constance Moore, Ph.D. 

Lithium Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy of Children and Adolescent with Bipolar Disorder 

 

2008-present 1R01 MH073998  

PI: Constance Moore, Ph.D. 

Glutamine and Glutamate in Children and Adolescents with Bipolar Disorder 

 

2008-present Pfizer-Investigator Initiated Study 

  Overall PI: Scott Woods, M.D. Site PI:  Jean Frazier, M.D. 

Ziprasidone vs. Placebo in the Prevention of Psychosis among Symptomatic Adolescents and 
Adults at Prodromal Risk (ñZIPò) 
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Geri Fuhrmann, Psy.D. 
Phone: (508) 793-6913 

E-mail: geri.fuhrmann@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate professor of clinical psychiatry and pediatrics 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center; Director, Child and Family Forensic 

Center;  Interim director, pediatric psychiatry consultation liaison service 

 

Research Interests: 

 

The impact of divorce on children; child custody evaluations; efficacy of parent education programs for separated 

parents 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Fuhrmann, McGill and OôConnell, ñParent Educationôs Second Generation: Integrating Violence Sensitivity,ò 

Family and Conciliation Court Review, Vol. 37, 1, pp. 24-35, Jan., 1999.  Reprinted in Domestic Violence: Essays 

from the Family Court Review, Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, 2005. 
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Carl Fulwiler, M.D., Ph.D. 
Phone:  508-856-8389 

E-mail: Carl.Fulwiler@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor; Acting Director, CMHSR 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Center for Mental Health Services Research/Public Sector (Lemuel Shattuck Hospital) 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Neural substrates of aggression in mental disorders 
2. Mindfulness-based interventions for anger and addictions 

 

Research Summary: 

 

My research has involved a variety of approaches to understanding problems with anger and aggression in people 

with mental disorders and co-occurring substance abuse.  Recent work has focused on neurobiological substrates 

using magnetic resonance imaging.   

 

Representative Publications: 

Emerton, B.C., Jerram, M., Deckersbach, T., Dougherty, D.D., Fulwiler, C., Gansler, D.A. A comparison of voxel-

based morphometry and volumetry methods in  the context of the neural basis of aggression. Brain Imaging and 
Behavior, Published online July 1, 2009 (DOI: 10.1007/s11682-009-9075-2). 

Gansler, D., McLaughlin, N.C., Iguchi L., Jerram, M., Moore, D.W., Bhadelia, R., Fulwiler, C.:  A multivariate 

approach to aggression and the orbital frontal cortex in psychiatric patients, Psychiatry Research: Neuroimaging 

171:145-154 (2009) 

Dinn W.A., Gansler D., Moczynski N., Fulwiler C.:  Brain Dysfunction and Community Violence in Patients with 

Major Mental Illness Criminal Justice & Behavior 36 (2): 117-136 (2009) 

Research Support: 

 

Active 

2009-2011 MISSION ï Community Re-Entry for Women. National Institute of Justice.   

NIJ  (Pinals) $200,000, Co-Investigator. 

2009-2011 Effectiveness of a Statewide Public Mental Health Reentry Program from Harmonized 
Databases. NIH  RC1  (Hartwell) $1,000,000, Co-Investigator. 

2009-2010 A pilot study on enhancing mindfulness as an adjunct to anger treatment: Application of 

fMRI.  UMMS Psychiatry Fellowship Award, $4,775, PI. 

 

2008-2013 MISSION ï Diversion & Recovery for Traumatized Veterans (MISSION ï DIRECT VET).  

SAMHSA 1 SM058804-01 (Pinals), $2,062,500, Co-investigator.    

 

2008-2010 Development of a Self-report Measure of Dual Diagnosis Capability for Addiction and Mental 

Health Programs.  SAMHSA, $163,873, Co-PI. 

 

2007-2013  DMH Research Center of Excellence for Systemic and Psychosocial Research.  Massachusetts 
Department of Mental Health, $5,700,000, Acting Director. 
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Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Structural MRI and neurocognitive studies of orbitofrontal dysfunction in psychiatric patients with histories of 

violence. 

 

2.  Using fMRI to examine neural correlates of trait measures of mindfulness, anger and other negative emotions 
using an emotional arousal stimulus paradigm. Our long-term goal is to study the effectiveness and neural 

correlates of a mindfulness-based intervention for the treatment of anger. 
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Jeffrey J. Gaines, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 616-2252 

E-mail: Jeffrey.Gaines@state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Lecturer 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Westborough State Hospital, Neuropsychology service 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Visual-spatial memory 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Interest in qualitative aspects of visual-spatial memory, in clinical populations.  

 

Representative Publication: 

 

ñNew error type and learning consistency indices for the Brief Visuospatial Memory Test ï Revisedò, in press, The 

Clinical Neuropsychologist. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Study of verbal versus visual-spatial memory patterns in chronically mentally ill adolescents 
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 Paul D. Gardner, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-4035 

E-mail: paul.gardner@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role:  Associate Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

University of Massachusetts Medical School: Program in Neuroscience, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program, 

Brudnick Neuropsychiatric Research Institute 

 

Research Interests: 

 
I am interested in understanding the molecular mechanisms governing gene expression in the nervous system with 

a particular focus on the spatial and temporal regulation on nicotinic acetylcholine receptor gene expression.  We 

are involved in a number of collaborative efforts with other laboratories that are aimed at understanding the roles 

nicotinic receptor signaling may play in neurological disorders such as nicotine addiction and ADHD.  More 

recently, we have expanded our research efforts to look at nicotinic receptor signaling in lung cancer. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

 In work supported by the NIH, we have identified transcriptional regulatory sequences within the nicotinic 

receptor Ŭ3/Ŭ5/ɓ4 gene cluster.  We have shown that these sequences interact with specific trans-acting regulatory 

factors to effect transcription of the receptor subunit genes.  In some cases, these interactions are cell type-specific.  
We have recently extended this in vitro work to studies utilizing transgenesis and have confirmed our earlier 

studies in vivo.  2) More recently, we have made the striking observation that the clustered nicotinic receptor 

genes, along with two genes encoding another nicotinic receptor subtype, are highly expressed in cell lines derived 

from small cell lung tumors as compared to cell lines derived from normal lung tissue.  This is a particularly 

interesting observation given the link between smoking and small cell lung carcinoma.  3) In a collaborative effort 

with the Tapper laboratory at the Brudnick, we have preliminary data suggesting that ethanol and nicotine cause a 

change in nicotinic receptor expression in the midbrain.  We are pursuing these observations with goal of 

understanding the physiological consequences of such changes in receptor expression. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Scofield, M.D., Brüschweiler-Li, L., Mou, Z. and Gardner, P.D. (2008) Transcription factor assembly on the 
nicotinic b4 subunit gene promoter.  NeuroReport 19:687-690. 

 

Mou, Z., Tapper, A.R. and Gardner, P.D. (2009) The Armadillo-repeat-containing protein ARMCX3, physically 

and functionally interacts with the developmental regulatory factor Sox10.  J. Biol. Chem. 284:13629-13640. 

 

Zhao-Shea, R., Cohen, B.N., Just, H., McClure-Begley, T., Whiteaker, P., Grady, S.R., Salminen, O., Gardner, 

P.D., Lester, H.A. and Tapper, A.R. (2009) Dopamine D2 receptor activation elicits akinesia, rigidity, catalepsy, 

and tremor in mice expressing hypersensitive a4 nicotinic receptors via a cholinergic-dependent mechanism, 

FASEB J. in press. 

 

Gardner, P.D., Tapper, A.R., King, J., DiFranza, J.R. and Ziedonis, D.M. (2009) Neurobiology of Nicotine 
Addiction:  Clinical and Public Policy Implications, J. Drug Issues 39(2):417-442. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. We are using in vitro and in vivo approaches to understand the transcriptional regulation of the genes encoding 

neuronal nicotinic receptor subunits. 

 

2. In a collaborative effort with Andrew Tapper and colleagues, we are investigating the effects of ethanol and 

nicotine on nicotinic receptor expression in the reward circuitry. 
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3. In a collaborative effort with Jean King and colleagues, we are investigating the expression of neuronal nicotinic 

receptors in a rat model of ADHD. 

 

4. We are pursuing our finding that nicotinic receptors are differentially expressed in specific types of lung cancer 

with the goal of elucidating the role of nicotine in lung carcinogenesis. 
 

Funding: 

National Institutes of Health R01, "Molecular Analysis of Neuronal ACh Receptor Expression", 1991-present.  

Current Funding Period:  12/15/05 ï 11/30/10 Total Direct Costs:  $900,000 ($225,000 per year), Total Costs:  

$1,447,847 (current year:  $350,972). 
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Jessica B. Edwards George, Ph.D.  
Phone: (508) 334-3737 

E-mail: edwardsj@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor Psychiatry and Pediatrics 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Pediatric Consultation Liaison, Pediatric Psychology Outpatient Service 

 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Pediatric psychologyðdietary adherence, gastrointestinal disorders, celiac disease, eating disorders and obesity 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. Edwards Georgeôs primary research interest is broadly in the areas of dietary adherence and psychological 

correlates of adherence to medically necessary dietary regimens in pediatric populations, such as children with 

gastrointestinal disorders.  Currently, Dr. Edwards George is examining the psychosocial and behavioral factors of 

gluten-free diet adherence in children with celiac disease.  She has developed and recently completed pilot testing 

of a multi-method, family-based gluten-free diet adherence and management assessment that she used previously 

with adults and has adapted to use with children and families.  Results from this pilot project will determine the 

appropriateness and feasibility of this new assessment for future studies that would include larger sample sizes, 

longitudinal designs, and/or multiple sites.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Dennis, M.D., Edwards George, J.B., & Leffler, D.A. (In press). Interaction between eating disorders and celiac 

disease: Implications for clinical nutrition assessment and care. Medical Nutrition Practice Group Newsletter. 

 

Edwards George, J.B. & Franko, D. (In press). Culture issues in eating disorders among children and 

adolescents.  Journal of Pediatric Psychology. 

 

Edwards George, J.B. (In press). Celiac disease. In P. McCabe & S. Shaw (Eds.). Current topics in pediatrics in 

the schools. Bethesda, MD: National Association of School Psychologists. 

 

Edwards George, J.B. (In press). IBS and other gastrointestinal disorders. In A. Canter, L. Paige, & S. Shaw 
(Eds.) Helping Children at Home and School. (3rd ed.). Bethesda, MD: National Association of School 

Psychologists. 

 

Franko, D. & Edwards George, J.B. (In press). A pilot intervention to reduce eating disorder risk in Latina 

women.  European Eating Disorders Review. 

 

 

Franko, D. L.  & Edwards George, J.B. (In press). Overweight, eating behaviors and body image in ethnically 

diverse youth. In L. Smolak & J.K. Thompson (Eds.), Body image, eating disorders, and obesity in youth. (2nd 

ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 

 
Edwards George, J.B., Leffler, D.A., Dennis, M.D., Franko, D.L., Blom-Hoffman, J., & Kelly, C.P. (2008). 

Psychological correlates of gluten-free diet adherence in adults with celiac disease. Journal of Clinical 

Gastroenterology, Epub ahead of print. 

 

Leffler, D.A., Edwards George, J.B., Dennis M.D., Schuppan, D., Cook, F., Franko, D.L., Blom-Hoffman, J., & 

Kelly, C.P. (2008). Factors that influence adherence to the gluten-free diet in adults with celiac disease. Digestive 

Diseases and Sciences, 53(6), 1573-1581. 

 

mailto:edwardsj@ummhc.org
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Leffler, D.A., Dennis, M., Edwards George, J.B., & Kelly, C.P. (2007). The interaction between eating disorders 

and celiac disease: An exploration of ten cases. European Journal of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 19(3), 

251-255.  

 

Leffler, D.A., Edwards George, J.B., Dennis, M., Cook, E.F., Schuppan, D.,&  Kelly, C. (2007). A prospective 

comparative study of five measures of gluten-free diet adherence in adults with celiac disease. Alimentary 
Pharmacology & Therapeutics, 26(9), 1227-1235. 

 

Blom-Hoffman, J., Edwards George, J.B., & Franko, D.L. (2006). Childhood Overweight. In G.G. Bear & K.M. 

Minke (Eds.). Childrenôs needs III: Development, prevention, and intervention. Bethesda, MD: National 

Association of School Psychologists. 

Edwards George, J.B., Blom-Hoffman, J., & Franko, D.L. (2006, June). Celiac disease: Implications for 

psychologists and educators. Communiqué, 34(8), 38-40. 

 

Franko, D. L. & Edwards George, J.B. (2006). Eating disorders, culture, and ethnicity: Connections and 

challenges in group therapy. Group. 30(4). 31-44. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 
 

ñPsychosocial and Behavioral Factors in Children with Celiac Diseaseò 

Principal Investigators: Jessica B. Edwards George  

Co-Investigators: Jack Nassau, Ph.D., Debra Lobato, Ph.D., Neal LeLeliko, MD, Ph.D., Beth McQuaid, Ph.D. 

Agency: Celiac Sprue Association Peer Review Research Grant Program  

Amount: $5,400 

Period: March 2007 ï March 2008 

This project will pilot test and refine a family-based gluten-free diet management scale for youth with celiac 

disease and their families, while also examining the influence of psychosocial and behavioral factors on gluten-

free diet adherence in youth.  

 
ñCorrelates of Gluten-Free Diet Adherence in Adults with Celiac Diseaseò 

Principal Investigators: Ciarán P. Kelly  

Co-Investigators: Jessica B. Edwards George, Daniel A. Leffler, Melinda D. Dennis  

Agency: Celiac Sprue Association Peer Review Research Grant Program  

Amount: $5,000 

Period: November 2006 ïNovember 2007 

This project investigated the relationship between gluten-free diet adherence and psychological factors (i.e., 

personality traits, depression, anxiety, and self-efficacy) in adults with celiac disease, while also developing a 

standardized self-report questionnaire for measuring gluten-free diet adherence that has sufficient sensitivity and 

specificity.  
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Gerardo Gonzalez, MD  
Phone: (508) 856-64 80 

E-mail: gerardo.gonzalez@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

Director of Addiction Psychopharmacology Research and Addiction Psychiatry Residency Program. 

Staff Psychiatrist, Community Healthlink 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Medical School and Community Healthlink 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Pharmacotherapy for cocaine and opiate dependence. 
2. Development of pharmacologically enhanced time-limited opioid maintenance therapy. 

3. Develop and/or evaluation of pharmacotherapies for substance abuse disorders in Hispanic populations. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

The research that we have been conducting has centered on investigating the treatment effects of enhanced GABA 

neurotransmission by using the selective GABA transporter inhibitor tiagabine on cocaine-using behavior in 

methadone treated patients. The first study (Gonzalez et al. 2003) compared two doses of tiagabine (12mg/day and 

24mg/day) to placebo and showed that the 24 mg/day tiagabine group significantly reduced cocaine use relative to 

placebo. The second study evaluated the efficacy of tiagabine (24mg/day) versus gabapentin (2400mg/day) versus 

placebo in the same population of patients. The tiagabine treated group showed a significant reduction of cocaine 
use and were able to achieve a 35% abstinent rate compared to gabapentin and placebo that achieved 16% and 

29% abstinent rates respectively (Gonzalez et al. 2007). Currently, we are starting to analyze the results of the 

clinical trial that evaluated a higher dose of tiagabine (32mg/day) with the same population, and we are recruiting 

for pilot study evaluating Levetiracetam (Keppra) for cocaine dependence in opioid-dependent patients.  

The secondary and potential research interest is to develop and/or evaluate pharmacotherapies for substance abuse 

disorders in Hispanic populations. In our recent papers (Amaro et al, 2006 and Trujillo et al, 2006) we identified a 

lack of studies on substance abuse treatment among in Hispanic population and there is a great need to conduct 

these studies that given the growing Hispanic population in the US. Pharmacological studies focusing on substance 

abuse among Hispanics may have clinical implications and may yield additional information to the knowledge 

base acquired from comparative studies with different ethnic groups 

 

Representative Publications: 
 

Romero G.M., Gonzalez G., Rojas J.C., Ballesteros J. and Ramirez M.(1990) Prevalencia de psicopatologia en 

142 usuarios nuevos en el servicio de consulta externa de medicina general del centro de salud No.6.(Prevalence 

of psychopathology in 142 new outpatients at a general medicine clinic in the Health Center No.6) Revista del 

Hospital Mental de Antioquia;  XVII 1 16-20. 

 

Romero G.M. and Gonzalez G. (1990) Prevalencia de psicopatologia en 142 usuarios nuevos en el servicio de 

consulta externa de medicina general del centro de salud no.6 (segunda parte): porque los medicos generales no 

detectan posibles casos de trastornos mentales en sus pacientes? (Prevalence of psychopathology in 142 new 

outpatients at a general medicine clinic in the Health Center No.6 (Second Part): Why do general practitioners 

fail to detect possible cases of mental illness in their patients?) Revista del Hospital Mental de Antioquia. 1990; 
XVII 1  22-39. 

 

Gonzalez G and Rosenheck R. (2002) Outcome and service use among seriously mentally ill persons who are 

homeless and have substance abuse diagnoses. Psychiatric Services; 53:437-446. 

 

Kosten TR, Oliveto A, Feingold A, Poling J, Sevarino K, McCance-Katz E, Stine S, Gonzalez G, Gonsai 

K.(2003) Desipramine and Contingency Management for Cocaine and Opiate dependence in Buprenorphine 

Maintained Patients. Drug and Alcohol Dependence; 70: 315-325. 
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Gonzalez G, Sevarino K, Sofuoglu M, Poling J, Oliveto A, Gonsai K , George TP and Kosten TR. (2003) 

Tiagabine increases cocaine free urines in cocaine-dependent methadone treated patients: results of a randomized 

pilot study. Addiction; 98, 1625-1632. 

 

Gonzalez G, Feingold A, Oliveto A, Gonsai K and Kosten TR. (2003) Comorbid major depressive disorder as a 

prognostic factor in cocaine-abusing buprenorphine-maintained patients treated with desipramine and contingency 
management. Am J Drug Alcohol Abuse; 29(3):497-514. 

Sofuoglu M, Gonzalez G, Poling J, and Kosten TR.(2003) Prediction of treatment outcome by baseline urine 

cocaine results and self-reported cocaine use for cocaine and opioid dependence. American Journal of Drug and 

Alcohol Abuse. 29(4):713-27 

 

Romero GM, Gonzalez G and Rosenheck RA. (2003) Mental health service delivery following health system 

reform in Colombia. The Journal of Mental Health Policy and Economics.  Dec;6(4):189-94. 

Poling, J., Oliveto A, Petry, N, Sofuoglu M, Gonsai, K., Gonzalez G, Martell B, Kosten TR (2006) Six-Month 

trial of Bupropion with Contingency Management for Cocaine Dependence in a Methadone-Maintained 

Population. Arch Gen Psychiatry. 63:219-228. 

 

Sofuoglu, M., Poling, J., Gonzalez, G., Gonsai, K., & Kosten, T. (2006), "Cocaine withdrawal symptoms predict 
medication response in cocaine users", Am J Drug Alcohol Abuse, vol. 32, no. 4, pp. 617-627 

Gonzalez G, Desai R, Sofuoglu M, Poling J, Oliveto A, Gonsai K , and Kosten TR.(2007) Clinical efficacy of 

gabapentin versus tiagabine for reducing cocaine use among cocaine dependent methadone-treated patients. Drug 

and Alcohol Dependence. 89, 1-9  

 

Sofuoglu M, Poling J, Gonzalez G, Gonsai K, Oliveto A, Kosten TR. Progesterone effects on cocaine use in male 

cocaine users maintained on methadone: a randomized, double-blind, pilot study. Exp Clin Psychopharmacol. 

2007 Oct;15(5):453-60 

Trevisan LA, Ralevski E, Keegan K, Oville A, Vuppalapati D, Gonzalez G, Limoncelli D, Petrakis IL.  Alcohol 

Detoxification and Relapse Prevention Using Valproic Acid.vs. Gabapentin in Alcohol Dependent Patients.  

Addictive Disorders and Their Treatment, (in press). 
 

Gonzalez G.,Oliveto A., & Kosten TR. Treatment of Heroin (Diamorphine) Addiction: Current Approaches and 

Future Prospects. Drugs 2002; 62(9): 1331-1343. 

 

Petrakis I, Gonzalez G, Rosenheck RA, Krystal JH. Comorbidity of Alcoholism and Psychiatric Disorders: An 

Overview. Alcohol, Research and Health. 2002; 26(2): 81-89. 

 

Trujillo KA, Castañeda E, Martinez D, Thompson K, Gonzalez G. Neuroscience research on Hispanic Drug 

Abuse. In: From the Molecule to the Community, National Strategic Plan on Hispanic Drug Abuse Research. 

Amaro H & Cortes DE (Editors) 2003; 43-66. 

 

Szapocznik J, Amaro H, Gonzalez G, Schwartz SJ, Castro FG, Bernal G, Mora J, Navarro A. (2003) Drug Abuse 
treatment for Hispanics. In: From the Molecule to the Community, National Strategic Plan on Hispanic Drug 

Abuse Research. Amaro H & Cortes DE (Editors), 2003; 91-117. 

 

Gonzalez G, Oliveto A, Kosten TR.(2004) Combating opiate dependence: a comparison among the available 

pharmacological options.Expert Opin Pharmacother. 2004 Apr;5(4):713-25. Review 

 

Amaro H, Arevalo S, Gonzalez G, Szapocznik J and Iguchi Y. (2006) Needs and scientific opportunities for 

research on substance abuse treatment among Hispanic adults. Drug and Alcohol Dependence vol. 84 Suppl 1, p. 

S64-S75.  

 

Trujillo  KA, Castañeda E, Martinez D, and Gonzalez G. (2006)  Biological research on drug abuse and addiction 
in Hispanics: Current status and future directions. Drug and Alcohol Dependence vol. 84 Suppl 1, p. S17-S28. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 
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Pfizer  #: A3051072 

A Phase 3B, 12-week, Double-blind, Placebo-controlled, Multicenter study evaluating the Safety and Efficacy of 

Varenicline Tartrate (CP-526,555) 1 mg BID for Smoking Cessation in Subjects with Schizophrenia and 

Schizoaffective Disorder 
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Thomas Grisso, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-3625 

E-mail: Thomas.Grisso@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor of Psychiatry, Director of Psychology, Director of Law & Psychiatry Program 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

UMass Memorial Medical Center, Law & Psychiatry, Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Mental Health Screening, assessment and services in juvenile justice 

2. Forensic mental health evaluations for the courts 
3. Competencies and capacities in criminal, civil, and juvenile law 

 

Research Summary: 

My research focuses on forensic mental health issues in juvenile justice. My objectives are (1) to improve the 

identification and provision of mental health services to youths as they enter the juvenile justice system, (2) to 

improve juvenile court cliniciansô evaluations of youths pertaining to protection of constitutional rights 

(competence to stand trial, capacity to waive Miranda rights), and (3) to create models and standards for juvenile 

court clinical evaluation services. In addition, I collaborate with Gina Vincent on her studies of juvenile 

psychopathy. 

 

Representative Publications: 
 

1. Grisso, T. (2005).  Double jeopardy: Adolescent offenders with mental disorders.   Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press.    

2.  Grisso, T., Vincent, G., & Seagrave, D. (2005).  Mental health screening and assessment in juvenile justice.  

New York: Guilford. 

3. Grisso, T., Steinberg, L., Woolard, J., Cauffman, E., Scott, E., Graham, S., Lexcen, F., Reppucci, N., & 

Schwartz, R. (2003). Juvenilesô competence to stand trial: A comparison of adolescentsô and adultsô capacities as 

trial defendants. Law and Human Behavior, 27, 333-363.  

4. Grisso, T., Barnum, R., Fletcher, K., Cauffman, E., & Peuschold, D., (2001). Massachusetts Youth Screening 

Instrument for mental health needs of juvenile justice youths. Journal of the American Academy of Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry, 40, 541-548. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

National Youth Screening Assistance Project (MacArthur Foundation, currently for past 9 years, about $300,000 

annually, PI). This project developed a social action and technical assistance service to promote and study the use 

of the Massachusetts Youth Screening Instrument nationwide. The instrument was subsequently adopted statewide 

in 40 states for mental health screening of youths entering juvenile justice facilities. Current research on this 

project examines the degree to which mental health screening has led to improved mental health services and other 

outcomes in six juvenile detention centers in three states. 
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Albert Grudzinskas Jr., J.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8719 

E-mail: Albert.GrudzinskasJr@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

UMass Memorial Medical Center, Law & Psychiatry, Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Understanding the influence of mental illness on patterns of involvement in the criminal justice system for both 
adolescents and adults. 

2. Understanding the environmental factors that contribute to homelessness and substance abuse among persons 

with mental illness and the impact of court ordered intervention in this process, including diversion and civil 

commitment. 

3. Understanding the nature and dynamics of police intervention with persons in crisis and developing better 

interaction strategies to minimize risk. 

4. Understanding ethical issues involved with research with human subjects and particularly vulnerable 

populations. 

 

Research Summary: 

 
My research focuses on the involvement of persons with mental illness in the criminal justice and civil court 

systems. I would like to develop a better understanding of how and why the courts have become the access point 

for social services in most communities for persons living in poverty. I am also interested in the protection of 

human subjects in research. I am developing an agenda to address the needs of courts to understand social science 

testimony and its utility in addressing issues before the courts. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Saleh, FM, Grudzinskas, AJ, Bradford, JM, Brodsky, D.J. (eds.) Sex Offenders: Identification, Risk Assessment, 

Treatment, and Legal Issues, New York, NY: Oxford University Press, in press Publication date: June, 2008. 

 

Fisher, WH, Roy-Bujnowski, KM, Grudzinskas, AJ, Clayfield, JC Banks, SM, Wolff, N: (2006) ñPatterns and 
Prevalence of Arrest in a Statewide Cohort of Mental Health Care Consumers.ò Psychiatric Services 57(11): 1623-

1628. 

 

Saleh, FM, Dwyer, RG, Grudzinskas, AJ: (2006) ñAn Integrated Look at Dually Diagnosed Female Sex Offenders 

and the Law.ò Journal of Dual Diagnosis 3(1): 23-32. 

 

Geller, JL, Fisher, WH, Grudzinskas, AJ, Clayfield, JC, Lawlor, T: (2006) ñInvoluntary Outpatient Treatment as 

óDeinstitutionalized Coercionô: The Net-Widening Concerns.ò  International Journal of Law and Psychiatry 29(6): 

551-562. 

 

Fisher WH, Roy-Bujnowski K, Grudzinskas AJ, Clayfield JC, Banks S, Wolff N.(2006) ñPatterns and Prevalence 
of Arrest in a Statewide Cohort of Mental Health Care Consumers.ò Psychiatric Services, 57:1623-1628  

 

Lawlor, T, Grudzinskas, AJ, Geller, JL, Genovese, M: (2007) ñA Competency-Based Approach to Managing 

Violence with Involuntary Outpatient Treatment.ò Administration and Policy in Mental Health & Mental Health 

Policy Research 34(3): 315-318 

 

Davis, M, Banks, S, Fisher, W, Gershenson, B, & Grudzinskas, A: (2007) Arrest of Adolescent Clients of a Public 

Mental Helath System During Adolescence  and Young Adulthood. Psychiatric Services, 58: 1454-1460. 
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Fisher, WH, Wolff N, Grudzinskas AJ, Roy-Bujnowski, K, Banks S, Clayfield J. ñDrug-Related Arrests in a 

Cohort of Public Mental Health Service Recipientsò  Psychiatric Services, 58: 1448-1453. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Boston Police Study (Albert J. Grudzinskas, Jr., JD, P.I.) Funder: Sidney R. Baer, Jr. Foundation; Period: 
9/1/07-8/31/10 Role: Principal Investigator, 20% Effort Total Direct Costs: $550,000. The study consists of two 

primary components and is a three year project. The first, to be completed in the first year, is the ñBoston Police 

Training Initiative.ò  It entails the development and manualization of a police training protocol for management of 

encounters with persons with mental illness whom police term ñemotionally disturbed personsò (EDPs) and 

implements it alongside the highly touted ñMemphis Crisis Intervention Team (CIT)ò model in two comparable 

police districts in the City of Boston. There will also be a third police district which will act as a control, receiving 

only access to the same Crisis Triage Unit (CTU, described below) component that the two police training districts 

will have access to.  The second component of this study, to be completed in years two and three, is the ñBoston 

Police Evaluation.ò It will compare outcomes of the two protocols on a range of attitudinal, dispositional, 

operational, systemic and human resource factors. Our ultimate goal is to expand the range of choices available to 

police departments wishing to enhance their capacity in this area, and to provide evaluative information to 

standardize the training and to guide such choices.  
 

2. 1 RO1 MH65611 Modeling Criminal Justice Involvement Among Persons With Mental Illness (William Fisher, 

Ph.D., P.I.) Funder: NIMH; Period: 8/15/03 ï 8/14/06 Total Direct Costs: $625,000 Role: Co-Investigator, 30% 

effort. This project represents a preliminary effort to discern the role of mental health services in patterns of 

criminal offending displayed by persons with severe mental illness. It incorporates theoretical frameworks and 

methods commonly used in criminology to understand patterns of offending over time, the effects of social 

environments, and the potentially mediating effects of mental health services with regard to patterns of offending. 

 

3. 1RO1 MH067862 Arrest Patterns Among Youth in Mental Health Systems (Maryann Davis, Ph.D., P.I.) 

Funder: NIMH; Period: 4/1/04 ï 3/31/07 Role: Co-Investigator, 5% Effort Total Direct Costs: $450,000 This 

project examines patterns of juvenile and adult criminal offending of youths identified as receiving services from 
the Massachusetts Department of Mental Healthôs as children/adolescents and who ñaged outò of that system. 

 

4.  "MacArthur Juvenile Competency Projectò Thomas Grisso (PI)  Funder: John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation  Period: 01/01/06 ï 06/30/08 Co-Investigator, 20% effort.  The goals of this project are to determine 

the nature and application of Juvenile Competency to Stand Trial Laws and Judicial Decisions in Pennsylvania, 

Illinois, Washington, and Louisiana.  To develop strategies for improving Juvenile Justice protections in these 

jurisdictions.  Also included is the development of a 50 state survey of Juvenile Competency to stand trial 

standards.  
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Sarah Guzofski, MD  
Phone: (508) 860-1031 

E-mail: guzofsks@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Community HealthLink 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Psychiatric care and advocacy for people who are homeless 

Wellness interventions for people with chronic mental illness 

Recovery-oriented psychiatric services 
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David Haddad, Ed.D. 
Phone: (508) 860-1223 

E-mail: dhaddad@communityhealthlink.org 

 

Academic Role:  Affiliate in Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Community Healthlink 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Psychotherapy Outcome research, Training 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Community Healthlink Outcome Project 
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Charles Hamad, Ph.D. 
Phone: (781) 642-0048 

E-mail: Charles.hamad@umassmed.edu 

 
Academic Role: Associate Professor, Pediatrics; Assistant Professor, Psychiatry 

 
UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 
Shriver Center; Director, University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities  

 

Research Interest: 

 

The application of computer and communication technology to the fields of education, training and human 

services, and organizational behavior management. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Various projects related to internet-based distance learning technology, technology mediated instruction and 

telemedicine. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Hamad, C. D., Serna, R.W., Morrison, L., & Fleming, R. (submitted). Extending the reach of early intervention 

training for practitioners: A preliminary investigation of an online curriculum for teaching behavioral intervention 

knowledge in autism. Journal of Early Intervention.  

 

Fleming, R.K., Stokes, E.A., Curtin, C., Bandini, L.G., Gleason, J., Scampini, R., Maslin, M.C.T., & Hamad, C. 

(2008). Behavioral health in developmental disabilities: A comprehensive program of nutrition, exercise, and 

weight reduction.  International Journal of Behavioral Consultation and Therapy., 4 (3) 287-296. 

 

Sulzer-Azaroff, B., Fleming, R.K., Bass, R.W. & Hamad, C. Choosing objectives for a distance learning 
behavioral intervention in autism curriculum. Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities,2008, 23(1), 

pp. 29-36 

  

Bandini LG, Curtin C, Hamad C, Tybor DJ, & Must A, Prevalence of Overweight in Children with Developmental 

Disorders in the Continuous National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES) Journal of Pediatrics, 

2005 (6):738-43. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

ADD DHHS 90 DD0625  (Hamad PI) 7/1/2007-6/30/2012 25% 

Administration on Developmental Disabilities 
University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service. 

The major goals of this project are to develop and maintain a broad array of training, service and research 

initiatives that will continue to promote the independence, productivity, inclusion and self-determination of 

children and adults with developmental disability. 

 

Praxis/HD046321-02 (Hamad PI) 7/1/08-6/30/2010 10% 

National Institutes of Health 

Early Intervention On -Line 
The Early Intervention training project, Early Intervention Online (EI Online) will develop, implement, and 

evaluate web-based distance learning courses designed to train health care professionals to provide Early 

Intervention services to children with developmental disabilities. 

 

Praxis/HD 2R42HD050160-02 (Hamad PI)  5/1/09 to 4/31/11. 
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National Institute of Health 

Behavioral Intervention in Autism: Practitioner Skills, 

Purpose: to develop, implement, evaluate, and disseminate to develop a computer-based courses designed to train 

parents, family members, paraprofessionals and teacher aides in the core behavioral intervention procedures that 

meet criteria as evidence-based programs. 
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Kamlyn Haynes, MD 
Phone: (508) 856-6006 

E-mail: Kamlyn.haynes@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor; Associate program director Residency in Child Psychiatry. 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School; Department of Youth 

Services 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Juvenile justice system meeting the needs of adolescents with SED 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Developing a clinical database that may someday be used to collect data for research purposes. 
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 Elizabeth White Henrikson, Ph.D., ABPP-CN 
Phone: (508) 368-3565 

E-mail: ew.henrikson@verizon.net 

 

Academic Role: Faculty Associate in Psychiatry & Neurology 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Worcester State Hospital, Consulting Neuropsychologist and Forensic 

Psychologist 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Neuropsychology, Schizophrenia 
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Marie Hobart, M.D.  
Phone: (508) 860-1025 

E-mail: mhobart@communityhealthlink.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Community Healthlink, Chief Medical Officer 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Health and Wellness for individuals with severe and persistent mental illness and substance abuse.  Also working 

with individuals with developmental disabilities. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Beginning a longitudinal study on using Chantix for those with schizophrenia, along with a long term support 

group.  Community Healthlink is a site for this study. 

 

Grant Information : Chantix study is under the auspices of Mass General. 
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Jacob Holzer M.D. 
Phone: (508) 368-3475 

E-mail: jacob.holzer@dmh.state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Assistant professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Worcester State Hospital, Public Sector Division 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1- Overlapping fields of neuropsychiatry/behavioral neurology and forensic psychiatry 

2- Different forms of competency assessment and cognition (bedside cognitive tests and neuropsychological 

testing).  

 

Research Summary: 

 

My research interests are focused on neuropsychiatric aspects of forensic psychiatry. This includes: a) cognitive 

studies in the area of capacity to make informed decisions/competency, including use of bedside cognitive 

screening tools and neuropsychological measures, within different patient populations; b) integration of cognitive 

and structured interview approaches to competency assessment in different contexts, including competency to 

stand trial and end of life decision making; and c) mild head injury within criminal and civil court proceedings. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 
Holzer JC, Gansler D, Moczynski N, Folstein M. Cognitive functions in the informed-consent evaluation process: 

a pilot study. J Am Acad Psychiatry Law 1997; 25(4):531-40.  

 

Candilis PJ, Foti ME, Holzer JC. End-of-life care and mental illness: a model for community psychiatry and 

beyond. Community Mental Health Journal 2004; 40(1):3-16. 

 

Candilis P, Arikan R, Noone S, Holzer J. The new research ethic: will oversight requirements sink forensic 

research? J Am Acad Psychiatry Law 33:361-7, 2005 

 

Foti ME, Candilis P, Holzer JC. Improving capacity assessments. Psychiatric Services 2001; 52(5):690.  

 

Holzer JC, Fozdar M, Candilis P, Glancy GD. Cognitive augmentation in forensic psychiatry. AAPL Newsletter 
Sept 2005, Vol. 30, No. 3, 16-17. 

 

Holzer JC, Fozdar M. Mild traumatic brain injury in the legal context. AAPL Newsletter Jan. 2007 Vol 32, No. 1, 

23-24. 

 

Holzer JC. Assessment of financial decision-making capacity. WBIX Business Radio 1060AM, Framingham, 

MA., Sat 4/30/05.  

 

Ongoing Projects: 

1- Early stage of developing a project looking at relationship between cognition, competency, and longer-term 

treatment compliance.  
2- Early stage of developing a project looking at relationship between competency (consent to treatment) and 

cognition in specific medical & neurological condition samples. 
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Thomas Horn, M.D. 
Phone: (617)-246-2388 

E-mail: Thomas.Horn@bcbsma.com 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Emergency Mental Health Service, Division of Public Sector Psychiatry, Center for Mental Health Services 

Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 
1. Medical problems and health behaviors of persons with serious mental illness 

2. Evidence-based practice implementation 
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John J. Iwuc, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 616-3538 

E-mail: john.iwuc@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Westborough State Hospital, Adolescent Units 

 

Research Interest: 

 

Adolescent inpatient clinical treatment  
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David Kalman, Ph.D. 
Phone: (781) 687-2000 

E-mail: david.kalman @umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor; Associate Director Tobacco Dependence Research Program 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Tobacco Dependence 

Research Program 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Clinical research in tobacco dependence and alcohol and other drug dependence, mental health research 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Double-blind, placebo-controlled study of bupropion treatment for smokers in recovery  

NIDA, RO1, 2005-2010 

Role on Project: PI 

 

Duration of behavioral treatment to optimize smoking cessation outcome  

NIDA, RO1, 2009-2013 

Role on Project: Co-PI 
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Sun S. Kim, Ph.D., RN, PC 
Phone: (508) 856-6384 

E-mail: sun.kim@umass.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health 

Service Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Smoking cessation, 

Tobacco dependence treatment, 
Health disparity in tobacco control 

 

 

Research Summary: 

 

The prevalence of smoking among Korean and Vietnamese men in the US is relatively high compared with people 

from any other racial/ethnic groups. They also have been recognized as the groups who have the highest smoking-

related morbidity and mortality within the Asian American population. Yet, Korean and Vietnamese men tend not 

to utilize tobacco dependence treatments currently available in public settings due to cultural, linguistic, and 

structural barriers. Thus, there is an urgent need for a study examining how to translate tobacco dependence 

treatments for Asian Americans, particularly for men who are Asian native-culture oriented.  
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Jean King, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-4979 

E-mail: Jean.King@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role:  Vice-Chair of Research/Director, Center for Comparative NeuroImaging (CCNI) 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Center for Comparative Neuroimaging 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Mood disorders- using fMRI to explore brain circuitry sub-serving mood disorders 
2. Role of stress in the etiology of mental health disorders 

3. Genetic and environmental factors impacting emotion and cognition during vulnerable periods in development 

 

Research Summary: 

 

The application of functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to visualize brain regions involved in emotion 

and cognition has considerably improved our understanding of human neurobiology and hopefully the 

development of mental health disorders.  Studies in my laboratory use fMRI to identify and monitor neuronal 

activation associated with different emotional states like depression, fearfulness and anxiety in animal models with 

the hope of finding clues to help us understand these conditions in humans. In addition, the influence of other 

factors like substance abuse (nicotine) and aging (on mood disorders) are being explored in both human and 
animal subjects.  The long-term goal of this research is to provide an understanding of the unique features of 

central mechanisms that regulate emotion and cognition in both resilient and vulnerable states. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

King JA, De Oliveira W, Patel N. (2005) Deficits in testosterone facilitate enhanced fear response.  

Psyneuroendocrinology. 30 (4): 333-340.  

 

King JA, Rosal MC, Ma Y, Reed GW. (2005) Association of stress, hostility and plasma testosterone levels.  

NeuroEndocrinol. 26(4). 

 

King JA, Garelick TS, Brevard ME, Chen W, Messenger TL. (2005) Procedure for minimizing stress for fMRI 
studies in conscious rats. J Neurosci Methods. 148(2):154-60 

 

Ferris CF, Febo M, Luo F, Schmidt K, Brevard M, Harder JA, Kulkarni P, Messenger T, and King JA. (2006). 

Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging in Conscious Animals: A New Tool in Behavioural Neuroscience 

Research. Journal of Neuroendocrinology. 18:307-318. 

 

King JA and V. Rossi. (2007).  Nicotine and ADHD:Cognitive Association. Journal of Dual Diagnosis. 3 (2): 9-

17.  

Chen W, Jeff Tenney, and Praveen Kulkarni  and King JA. (2007). Imaging Unconditioned Fear Response with 

Manganese Enhanced MRI.  Neuroimage. 1;37(1):221-9 

 
Luo F, King JA, et al., (2007) Confounding effects of volatile anesthesia on CBV assessment in rodent forebrain 

following ethanol challenger.  Journal of Magnetic Resonance Imaging. 26(3):557-63 

 

Shields J, De Oliveira WL, and King, JA. (2008). The Role of 5-HT1A Receptors in the Behavioral Responses 

Associated with Innate Fear.  Behavioral Neuroscience. (in press) 

 

Li Z, Wellman RJ, Kulkarni P and King, JA (2008) . Imaging Brain Activation in Nicotine-Sensitized Rats.  

Journal Brain Research Vol 1199C pp 91-99. 
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Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Imaging the Fear Response: Impact of age, genetics and gender. 

 

2. Role of androgens in maintaining neuronal integrity. 

 
3. MRS Biomarkers Associated with Early non-motor deficits in Parkinsons. 

 

4. Imaging Nicotine-induced Behavioral Sensitization with fMRI. 

 

5. Effect of Nicotine and Varenicline on brain activity in conscious rats using fMRI/BOLD. 
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Daniel Kirsch, M.D.  
Phone: (508) 856-2149 

E-mail: kirschd@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center, Adult Outpatient  

 

Research Interests: 

 

College and graduate student mental health 

 

Research Summary:  
 

Recently started academic interest group along with Dr. Ruthann Rizzi on campus mental health.  
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Monika E. Kolodziej, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 799-9000, extension 3031 

E-mail: mkolodziej@adcare.com 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations :  University of Massachusetts Medical School 

Other Affiliations: AdCare Hospital, McLean Hospital, Harvard Medical School  

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Improvement of services for patients with substance-related disorders via assessment of specific 

treatment needs, design and implementation of targeted interventions, and enhancement of collaboration 
between providers. 

2. Specialized services for patients with co-occurring psychiatric, medical, and substance-related disorders.    

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. Monika Kolodziej is a clinical psychologist with research experience in the areas of health psychology as well 

as assessment and treatment of substance-related disorders. Since 1998, she has been engaged in clinical research 

studies at the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Program at McLean Hospital where currently she is a Research 

Associate in Psychology. In 2005, Dr. Kolodziej assumed a clinical position at AdCare Hospital in Worcester 

where she has contributed to the implementation of evidence-based treatments for substance-related disorders, 

including the initiation of a Seeking Safety group for women in recovery from substance addiction and trauma 
history. In addition, Dr. Kolodziej holds a research position at AdCare Hospital in order to participate in creating a 

comprehensive, clinically-oriented research program focused on improvement of treatment for persons seeking 

inpatient and outpatient treatment for substance-related disorders. In 2008, Dr. Kolodziej obtained an academic 

appointment at the University of Massachusetts (UMass) Medical School as an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry. 

As both an active researcher and a clinician, she plays a key role in forming the UMass Central Massachusetts 

Addiction Consortium, which aims to develop clinically-focused research collaborations among regional facilities 

that provide services to persons with substance-related disorders.   

  

Representative Publications: 

 

 Kolodziej, M. E., Griffin, M. L., Bender, R. E., & Weiss, R. D. (2008). Assessment of depressive 

symptom severity among patients with bipolar disorder and substance dependence. Journal of Affective Disorders, 
106, 83-89. 

 

Jorgensen, R. S., & Kolodziej, M. E. (2007). Suppressed anger, evaluative threat, and cardiovascular reactivity: a 

tripartite profile approach. International Journal of Psychophysiology, 66, 102-108.  

 

 Weiss, R. D., Griffin, M. L., Kolodziej, M. E., Greenfield, S. F., Najavits, L. M., Daley, D. C., Doreau, H. 

R., & Hennen, J. A. (2007). A randomized trial of integrated group therapy versus group drug counseling for 

patients with bipolar disorder and substance dependence. American Journal of Psychiatry, 164, 100-107. 

 

 Kolodziej, M.E., Griffin, M. L., Najavits, L. M., Otto, M. W., Greenfield. S. F., & Weiss, R. D. (2005). 

Anxiety disorders among patients with co-occurring bipolar and substance use disorders. Drug and Alcohol 
Dependence, 80, 251-257. 

 

 Kolodziej, M. E., & Johnson, B. T. (1996). Interpersonal contact and acceptance of persons with 

psychiatric disorders: Research synthesis. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 64, 1387-1396. 

 

 Jorgensen, R. S., Johnson, B. T., Kolodziej, M. E., & Schreer, G. E. (1995). Elevated blood pressure and 

personality: A meta-analytic review. Psychological Bulletin, 120, 293-320. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 
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1. Co-Occurrence of Substance Dependence, Psychiatric Disorders, and Chronic Medical Conditions.  

2. Assessment and Application of Patient Feedback for Improvement of Substance Abuse Treatment. 

3. Social Support Networks of Patients Diagnosed with Co-Occurring Bipolar Disorder and Substance 

Dependence.  

 

Grant Information:  
The first two projects are funded by AdCare Hospital. The third project is funded by grants DA15968, DA00326, 

and DA09400 from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (PI: Roger D. Weiss).  
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 Kimberly Larson, J.D., Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-2653 

E-mail: Kimberly.Larson@umassmed.edu  

 

Academic Role:  Assistant Professor, UMass Medical School;  

Core Faculty Member, Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology Forensic Program  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health 

Services Research, Law and Psychiatry, Child and Family Forensic Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Juvenile Justice, Forensic Psychology, Law and Psychology, Juvenilesô Psychological Developmental Capacities, 
Mental Health Policy 

 

Research Summary: 

Dr. Larson is currently working with Thomas Grisso, Ph.D.ôs National Youth Screening Assistance Project 

Research Team in the development of a manual that will provide guidance to legislators related to the creation of 

statutes regard juvenilesô competence to stand trial.  As part of this project, she also provides technical assistance 

to states that are currently developing such statutes.  She is currently working with the Child and Family Forensic 

Center to develop research projects related to children and families in the divorce / custody context. 

 

 

Representative Publications 

 

Larson, K.A. & Grudzinskas, A. (2008). Waiver of Postconviction Relief (PCR) and PCR Counsel, 
Journal of American Academy of Psychiatry and Law, 36(3), 402-404. 

 

Larson, K.A. & Griffin, M.P. (2007).  Competence to be Sentenced.  The Encyclopedia of Psychology 

and Law.   Sage Publications:  Thousand Oaks, CA.  

 

Larson, K.A. (2003). Improving the ñKangaroo Courts:ò A Proposal for Reform in the Evaluation of 

Juvenilesô Waivers of Miranda. Villanova Law Review, 48, 629-666. 
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Aaron Lazare, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-3333 

E-mail: aaron.lazare@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Chancellor and Dean Emeritus 

Celia and Isaac Haidak Distinguished Professor of Medical Education 

Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School 

 

Research Interests: 

 

The psychology of shame, humiliation, guilt, and embarrassment 
The psychology of apology 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Currently studying (1) the mechanisms by which apologies heal, (2) the psychology of humiliation in the medical 

encounter and in literature, history, and religion  

  

Representative Publications: 

 

Lazare, A. On Apology  Oxford University Press, 1984. 

 
Lazare, A. Apology in Medical Practice:  An Emerging Medical Skill  JAMA 2006; 296:1401-1404 

 

Lazare, A.  The Healing Forces of Apology in Medical Practice and Beyond  DePaul Law Review, in press.  
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Charles Lidz, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8716 

E-mail: Chuck.Lidz@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Research Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Center for Mental Health Services Research; Law & Psychiatry Program 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Research and Biomedical Ethics 

2. Coercion and Mental Health Care 

3. Violence and Mental Illness 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Most of my on-going research is related to ethical issues in research. This includes a study of how institutional 

review boards (IRBs) make decisions about ethical decisions regarding research protocols and a study of how 

clinical researchers manage the competing interests in providing excellent clinical care to their subjects and 

following protocols that often, of necessity, restrict the provision of clinical care. Related work focuses on 

therapeutic misconception in research subjects. I am continuing analyses of previously collected data on violence 

and mental illness. 

 

Representative Publications: 
 

1. Lidz CW, Appelbaum PS, Grisso, T & Renaud M. Therapeutic Misconception and the Appreciation of Risks in 

Clinical Trials. Social Science and Medicine, 58, 9, 1689-1697, 2004. 

 

2. Lidz CW, Mulvey EP, and Gardner WP: The Accuracy of Predictions of Dangerousness to Others, JAMA, 269, 

1007-1011, 1993. 

 

3. Lidz CW, Hoge SK, Gardner W, Bennett NS, Monahan JS, Mulvey EP and Roth LH. Perceived Coercion in 

Mental Hospital Admission: Pressures and Process. Archives of General Psychiatry. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 
1. Principal Investigator ñThe Blurring of Treatment and Research in Clinical Trials: two problemsò NINR Grant # 

1 RC1 NR011612-01 2009 2011. 

 

2. Principal Investigator ñAn Observational Descriptive Study of IRB Decision makingò. NCI Grant #CA107296 

2006-2011. 

 

3. Co-Principal Investigator ñLearning and Working During the Transition to Adulthood Research and Training 

Center (Maryann Davis P.I.) NIDRR, 2009-2014. 
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Karen Lionello-DeNolf, Ph.D.  
Phone: (508) 856-4259 

E-mail: Karen.Lionello-DeNolf@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  E.K. Shriver Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Stimulus control; stimulus equivalence; reinforcement processes 

 

Research Summary: 
 

My research investigates methods for teaching individuals with developmental disabilities such as mental 

retardation and autism. Current studies examine basic issues in stimulus control, discrimination learning, symbolic 

processes, and reinforcement processes. 

  

Representative Publications: 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Dube, W. V., & McIlvane, W. J. (accepted). Behavioral momentum in children 

with autism and severe intellectual disability. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior. 

 

 Dube, W. V., Ahearn, W. H., Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., & McIlvane, W. J. (2009). Behavioral momentum: 
Translation research and developmental disabilities. The Behavior Analyst Today, 10, 238 ï 253.  

 

 McIlvane, W. J., Dube, W. V., Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Serna, R. W., Barros, R. S., & Galvão, O. F. (in 

press). Some current dimensions of translational behavior analysis: From laboratory research to intervention for 

persons with autism spectrum disorders. In J. A. Mulick & E. A. Mayville (Eds.). Behavioral Foundations of 

Effective Autism Treatment. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies. 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M. (2009). The search for symmetry: 25 years in review. Learning & Behavior, 37, 

188 - 203. PMCID: 19380896. 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Barros, R. S., and McIlvane W. J. (2008). A novel method for teaching the first 

instances of simple discrimination to nonverbal autistic children in a laboratory environment. The Psychological 
Record, 58, 231-246. 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., McIlvane, W. J., Canovas, D. S., Souza, D. G., & Barros, R. S. (2008). Reversal 

learning set and functional equivalence in children with and without Autism. The Psychological Record, 58, 15-36. 

 

 Vasconcelos, M., Urcuioli, P. J., & Lionello-DeNolf, K. M. (2007). When is failure to replicate not a 

Type II error? Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 87, 405-407. 

 

 Vasconcelos, M., Urcuioli, P. J., & Lionello-DeNolf, K. M. (2007). Failure to replicate the ñwork ethicò 

effect in pigeons. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 87, 383-389. 

 
 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Dube, W. V., & McIlvane, W. J. (2007). Exclusive preference on concurrent 

schedules in children with autism spectrum disorder. Experimental Analysis of Human Behavior Bulletin, 25, 6-10. 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., & Mihalick, S. M. (2006). An automated olfactory discrimination procedure 

with rats. The Behavior Analyst Today, 7, 560-571. 

 

 Barros, R. S., Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Dube, W. V., & McIlvane, W. J. (2006). Equivalence class 

formation via identity matching to sample and simple discrimination with class-specific consequences. Brazilian 

Journal of Behavior Analysis, 2, 79-92. 
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 Urcuioli, P. J., Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Michalek, S., & Vasconcelos, M. (2006). Some tests of response 

membership in acquired equivalence classes. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 86, 81-107. 

 

 Urcuioli, P. J., & Lionello-DeNolf, K. M. (2005). The role of common reinforced comparison responses 

in acquired equivalence. Behavioural Processes, 69, 207-222. 
 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., & McIlvane, W. J. (2003). Rebirth of the Shriver automated teaching laboratory. 

Experimental Analysis of Human Behavior Bulletin, 21, 5-10. 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., & Urcuioli, P. J. (2003). A procedure for generating differential ósampleô 

responding without different exteroceptive stimuli. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 79, 21-48. 

  

 Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., & Urcuioli, P. J. (2002). Stimulus control topographies and tests of symmetry in 

pigeons. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 78, 467-495. 

 

 Urcuioli, P.J., Pierce, J.N., Lionello-DeNolf, K.M., Friedrich, A., Fetterman, J.G., & Green, C. (2002). 

The development of emergent differential sample behavior in pigeons. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of 
Behavior, 78, 409-432. 

   

 Urcuioli, P.J., DeMarse, T., & Lionello-DeNolf, K.M. (2001). The relative contributions of S-O and R-O 

associations to differential outcome matching as assessed by outcome reversals. Journal of Experimental 

Psychology: Animal Behavior Processes, 27, 239-251. 

 

 Urcuioli, P.J. & Lionello-DeNolf, K.M. (2001). A test of the anticipatory mediated generalization model 

of acquired sample equivalence in pigeonsô many-to-one matching. Animal Learning & Behavior, 29, 265-280. 

 

 Lionello-DeNolf, K.M. & Urcuioli, P.J. (2000). Transfer of pigeonsô matching-to-sample to novel sample 

locations. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 73, 141-161. 
 

 Urcuioli, P.J., DeMarse, T., & Lionello, K.M. (1999). Sample duration effects in pigeonsô delayed 

matching as a function of predictability of duration. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 72, 279-

297. 

 

 Lionello, K.M. & Urcuioli, P.J. (1998). Control by sample location in pigeonsô matching-to-sample. 

Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 70, 235-251. 

 

 Urcuioli, P.J., DeMarse, T., & Lionello, K.M. (1998). Transfer of performance to new comparison 

choices following differential outcome matching-to-sample. Animal Learning & Behavior, 26, 139-153. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Behavioral Choice and Momentum in Severe Mental Retardation; Analysis of Activity-Transition Difficulties in 

Children with ASD. 

 

Grant Information : 

 

Process Analysis of Behavioral Allocation and Persistence in Severe Mental Retardation (2004 ï 2009), HD 

04666, NIMH 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



79 

 

Rebecca Lundquist, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 334-7445 

E-mail: rebecca.lundquist@UMassMemorial.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center, Director, Ambulatory Psychiatry, 

Director, Womenôs Mental Health Clinic 

 

Research Interest: 

 

The interface between Psychiatry and Obstetrics/Gynecology 

 

Research Summary: 

 

I am currently working on a project to determine whether prenatal screening for mental illness is an effective way 

to mitigate the severity of postpartum psychiatric illness. 

  

Grant Information:  

 

Commonwealth Medicine Mini-Grant Program ï 2006-7 

No current funding 
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Anne Lutz, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 791-3261 

E-mail: Alutz@communityhealthlink.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Community Health Link, outpatient departments in Worcester and 

Leominster (Lipton Center); Highland Grace House 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Strength based therapies/motivational interviewing with adolescents in substance abuse  

Use of solution-focused therapy with children and families   
Addictions and trauma with adolescents   

Family therapy 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

I would like to work on developing research within Highland Grace House, assessing treatments that work and 

impact of strength-based therapies on outcomes.   
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Wendy K Marsh, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-5071 

E-mail: Wendy.marsh@umassmemorial.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Community Healthlink; Outpatient Psychiatry Department / Children 

 

Research Interest: 

 

Interest in mood disorders and reproductive phases in women   

 

Representative Publications: 
 

Marsh WK, Templeton A, Ketter TA, Rasgon NL: Increased frequency of depressive episodes during the 

menopausal transition in women with bipolar disorder: Preliminary report. J Psychiatry Res 2007  

 

Marsh W, Vemuri M: Bipolar Disorder in Women: Review. Depression: Mind and Body 2006; 3(1): 2-11 

 

Ketter T, Wang P, Nowakowska C, Marsh W: Advances in the Treatment of Acute Mania, in Advances in 

Treatment of Bipolar Disorders. Advances in Psychiatry Series. Edited by Ketter TA, Calabrese JR, American 

Psychiatric Association, 2005 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Evaluating a multi site data set of patients treated for bipolar disorder for clinical course through reproductive 

phases, focusing on the menopausal transition. 

 

 

mailto:Wendy.marsh@umassmemorial.org
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Gilles E. Martin, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-4074 

E-mail: gilles.martin@umassmed.edu  

 

Academic Role: Research Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Brudnick Neuropsychiatric 

Research Institute  

 

Research Interests: 

 

Neurobiology of drug addiction 

Synaptic plasticity 
Dendritic physiology 

 

Research Summary: 

 

     Drug addiction is a multifaceted and extremely complex pathology that hinges, to various degrees, on genetic 

predispositions, psychological influences, social context and environmental factors. Yet, ultimately, all these 

factors find their expression in, and are controlled by, neuronal activity in a relatively limited number of brain 

regions. Understanding how alcohol regulates neuronal excitability is therefore essential.  

     For the past few years, I have studied alcohol tolerance, a critical component of alcohol addiction that is a good 

predictor of the likelihood that someone will eventually develop addiction to the drug. I focused on calcium- and 

voltage-gated large conductance potassium channels (BK channels). Of all the known potassium channels, BK is 
the only one sensitive to low, and physiologically relevant, alcohol concentrations. This feature, combined with 

their ability to shape neuronal excitability in a number of brain regions involved in drug addiction, make BK 

channel a particularly interesting target.  

     Like many ion channels, BK channels are composed of a core pore-forming subunit ( ) which is associated an 

auxiliary subunit ( ). To date, of the four auxiliary subunits identified (1 - 4), only 1 and 4 have been found 

in the brain. I recently showed that 4 subunits control the development of alcohol tolerance, at the molecular, 

cellular and behavioral level, in striatal medium spiny neurons (PNAS 2008). My work also revealed that 4 

subunit effects are caused by its ability to modulate the interactions between the  subunit and several kinases, 
each one controlling a different aspect of the BK channel response to alcohol (i.e. potentiation, tolerance) 

(submitted to J. Biol. Chem). 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Martin G ., Nie Z.and Siggins G.R. (1997) Mu opioid receptors modulate N-methyl-aspartate receptor-mediated 

responses in nucleus accumbens neurons. J Neurosci 17:11-22 

Martin G . Nie Z and Siggins G.R. (1997) Metabotropic glutamate receptors regulate N-Methyl-D-Asparate-

synaptic transmission in nucleus Accumbens neurons. J Neurophys 79:3028-3038. 

Martin G . Przewlocki R and Siggins G.R. (1999) Effect of different metabotropic glutamate receptor agonists on 

nucleus accumbens NMDA-EPSCs in morphine tolerant Rats. J Pharmacol Exp Ther 288:30-35 
Martin G , Ahmed SH, Blank T, Spiess J, Koob GF and Siggins G.R. (1999) Chronic morphine treatment alters 

NMDA receptor-mediated synaptic transmission in the nucleus accumbens. J. Neurosci 19:9081-9089 

Siggins GR, Martin GE , Roberto M, Nie Z, Madamba S and de Lecea L. (2003) Glutamatergic Transmission In 

Opiate And Alcohol Dependence. Ann N. Y. Acad. Sci. 1003:196-221 

Martin G , Guandano-Ferraz A, Morte B, Ahmed S, Koob GF and Siggins GR. (2004) Chronic morphine 

treatment alters NMDA receptors in freshly isolated neurons from nucleus accumbens. J Pharmacol Exp Ther 

311:265-273. 

Martin G , Puig, S, Pietrzykowski A, Emery P and Treistman S. (2004) Somatic localization of a specific large-

conductance calcium-activated potassium channel subtype controls compartmentalized ethanol sensitivity in the 

nucleus accumbens.  J. Neurosci. 24:6563-6572. 

Pietrzykowski A, Martin GE , Puig, S, and Treistman S. (2004) Downregulation of BK channels in the neuronal 

terminal membrane underlies the development of tolerance to chronic ethanol. J. Neurosci 24:8322-8332. 

mailto:gilles.martin@umassmed.edu
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Levine JB, Morrow EM, Berdichevsky Y, Martin GE . (2007) BKca channel in autism and mental retardation. Am 

J Psychiatry 164:977-8. 

Kennedy NJ, Martin GE , Ehrhardt AG, Cavanagh-Kyros J, Kuan CY, Rakic P, Flavell RA, Treistman SN and 

Davis RJ. (2007). Requirement of JIP scaffold proteins for NMDA-mediated signal transduction. Genes and 

Development 21:2336-2346.  

Feinberg-Zadek P, Martin GE and Treistman SN. (2008) Alcohol tolerance in human BK channels. Alcoholism: 
Clin Exp Res 31:737-744. 

Pietrzykowski AZ, Friesen RM, Martin GE , Puig SI, Nowak CL, and Treistman SN (2008) MicroRNA control of 

post-transcriptional ion channel alternative splicing underlies neuroadaptation to alcohol. Neuron 59:274-287. 

Martin GE, O'Connell RJ, Pietrzykowski AZ , Treistman SN, Ethier MF and Madison JM (2008) Interleukin 

(IL) -4 Activates Large Conductance Calcium Activated, Potassium (BKCa) Channels in Human Airway Smooth 

Muscle Cells. Exp. Physiol 93:908-918. 

Martin GE , Hendrickson LM, Penta KL, Friesen RM, Pietrzykowski AZ, Tapper AR, Treistman SN (2008) 

Identification of a BK channel auxiliary protein controlling molecular and behavioral tolerance to alcohol (under 

review at PNAS) 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

I am now further examining the role of 4 auxiliary subunits in mediating alcohol tolerance. In collaboration with 
Dr. Rogaev, an expert geneticist with access to various populations (Caucasian and Asian) addicted to alcohol, I 

will explore the possible existence of 4 polymorphisms. I hypothesize that 4 subunit single point mutation(s), on 

the coding sequence but not on the promoter region, alter(s) BK channel  subunit and kinases interactions, 
conferring the channel the ability to develop tolerance. As outlined in my recent PNAS paper, I will test alcohol 

tolerance at the single channel level in an expression system, as well as at the cellular and behavioral levels. If 

such mutations exist, this would be the second example (GABA being the first) of channelopathy in the field of 

alcohol addiction, a very exciting prospect considering the potential therapeutic consequences of such a 

possibility. 
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 Allen Masry, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 899-2999 (pager) 

E-mail: allen.masry@state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Westborough State Hospital   

 

Research Interest: 

 

Tobacco and in-patient psychiatric patients in state facilities. 

 

I have NO publications, NO grants. Like to teach and take an active role in the addiction fellowship. 

 
 

 

mailto:allen.masry@state.ma.us
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 Julia Matthews, Ph.D., M.D. 
Phone: (781) 449-8382 

E-mail: Julia.matthews@verizon.net 

 

Academic Role:     Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry 

   Instructor of PGY-2 psychotherapy seminar (year-long) 

   Psychotherapy supervisor 

 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Residency training 

 

Research Interests: 

 
Evaluation of teaching and training 

Impact of childhood trauma 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Matthews J, Kadish W, Barrett S, Mazor K, Field D & Jonassen J.  The impact of a brief ñinterclerkshipò about 

substance abuse on medical student skills.  Academic Medicine 2002; 77:419-426.  

 

Matthews J, Chu J. Psychodynamic therapy for patients with early childhood trauma.  In: Trauma and Memory: 

Clinical and legal controversies.  Appelbaum P, Elin M, Uyehara L, Eds. (1997) Oxford University Press, Oxford. 

 
Chu JA, Frey LM, Ganzel BL, Matthews JA.  Memories of childhood abuse: dissociation, amnesia, and 

corroboration. Amer J Psychiatry 1999; 156:749-755 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

An assessment of construct validity of several measures of psychotherapy competence among psychiatry residents 
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Joseph C. McGill, MSW, LICSW  
Phone: (508) 793-6914 

E-mail: Joseph.McGill@UMassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role:     Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center; Child and Family Forensic Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Adolescent decision making/input into custody determination 
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William McIlvane, Ph.D. 
Phone: (781) 642-0153 

E-mail: William.McIlvane@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Department of Psychiatry, Program in Neuroscience; E.K. Shriver Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Developmental Disabilities 
2. Human and Nonhuman Neurobehavioral Analyses 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. McIlvane directs an interdisciplinary program of research that addresses a variety of scientific problems that 

are relevant to understanding and/or ameliorating mental retardation and developmental disabilities. One focus of 

the program is an attempt to further understand why many individuals with intellectual disabilities show atypically 

slow, inflexible learning. A long-term goal is to determine the degree to which learning deficits may be correctable 

by improving teaching methodology. A second focus of Dr. McIlvaneôs program is on the analysis of behavioral 

relations mapping various symbol forms (e.g., words spoken or printed) with corresponding environmental events 

(e.g., objects, pictures). 

 

Representative Publications: 

1. Debert, P., Matos, M. A., & McIlvane, W. J. (2007).  Conditional relations with compound abstract stimuli. 

Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 87, 89-96 

2. Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Dube, W. V., & McIlvane, W. J.  (2007). Exclusive preference on concurrent 
schedules by children with autism spectrum disorder. Experimental Analysis of Human Behavior Bulletin, 

25, 6-10. 

3. Charlot, L ; Deutsch, C; Hunt, A; Fletcher, K.; McIlvane, W. Validation of the mood and anxiety semi-
structured (MASS) interview for patients with intellectual disabilities (2007). Journal of Intellectual 

Disabilities Research, 51, 821-834. 

4. Lionello-DeNolf, K. M., Casanovas, D., de Souza, D., Barros, R. S., & McIlvane, W. J. Reversal learning set 

and contingency class formation in children with and without autism. (2008). The Psychological Record, 
58, 15-36. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Studies of Stimulus Control in Mental Retardation (NICHD, P01). This program project grant is directed to 
improving methodology for teaching and evaluating children with neurodevelopmental disabilities, focusing 

especially on autism spectrum disorders. The project integrates various approaches to the problem, including 

behavior analysis, developmental psycholinguistics, and cognitive neurosciences. 

 

2. Behavioral Studies of Mental Retardation and Depression (NICHD, R01). The focus of the project is clinical 

depression in people with mental retardation and limited language. We adapt state-of-the-art behavioral testing 

methods which can be used to inform us about the cognitive functioning of persons with and without a clinical 

dual diagnosis of mental retardation and depression. 

 

3. Process Analysis in Behavioral Allocation and Persistence in Severe Mental Retardation (NICHD, P01). This 

project concerns choice processes in behavioral allocation and persistence in persons with intellectual disabilities. 

One focus is on children with severe intellectual disabilities.  The second focus is on the potential impact of social 
variables on processes involved in behavioral allocation and persistence. 
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Colleen McKay, M.A., C.A.G.S. 
Phone: (508) 856-8471 

E-mail: Colleen.McKay@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Research Instructor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

University of Massachusetts Medical School; Center for Mental Health Services Research; Program for Clubhouse 

Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 
1. Outcomes for vocational services for adults diagnosed with mental illness 

2. The Clubhouse Model of Psychosocial Rehabilitation 

3. Questions that address a variety of mental health issues 

4. Health promotion and wellness activities for individuals diagnosed with SMI 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Colleen is the Program Director of the Program for Clubhouse Research. A rehabilitation counselor with 

experience in mental health services and the clubhouse model, Colleen has been involved with several 

employment outcome studies including the SAMHSA-funded Employment Intervention Demonstration Program 

(EIDP) and the Massachusetts Clubhouse Coalitionôs annual Employment Survey. She has been involved with an 
international survey of clubhouses affiliated with the International Center for Clubhouse Development (ICCD), 

examined health promotion and wellness activities with clubhouses, and she has examined the costs of clubhouse 

programs internationally. Colleen is interested in research questions that address a variety of mental health issues 

and international clubhouse issues. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

McKay, C.E. & Pelletier, J.R. (2007). Health Promotion in Clubhouse Programs: Needs, Barriers, and Current and 

Planned Activities. Psychiatric Rehabilitation Journal, 31(2), 155-159. 

 

McKay, C.E. (2007, August). Issue Brief: Evidence Based Practices in Mental Health: Advantages, 

Disadvantages, and Research Considerations. Center for Mental Health Services Research, University of 
Massachusetts Medical School. 

 

McKay, C., Yates, B., & Johnsen, M. (2007). Costs of Clubhouses: An International Perspective. Administration 

and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research, 34 (1), 62-72.  

 

McKay, C., Johnsen, M., Banks, S., & Stein, R. (2006). Employment Transitions for Members of Massachusetts 

Clubhouses. Work: A Journal of Prevention, Assessment, and Rehabilitation, 26(1), 67-74. 

 

Pelletier, J., Ngyuen, M., Johnsen, M., McKay, C., & Bradley, K. (2005). Integrating Structured Physical Exercise 

into an ICCD Certified Clubhouse Program: Results of a Pilot Study. Psychiatric Rehabilitation Journal, 29(2), 

89-96. 
 

McKay, C., Johnsen, M., & Stein, R. (2005). Employment Outcomes in Massachusetts Clubhouses. Psychiatric 

Rehabilitation Journal, 29(1), 25-33. 

 

Johnsen, M., Davis, M., Starrett, B, Koroloff, N., McKay, C., & Sondheimer, D. (2005). Exploring Gaps and 

Continuities within Transition Networks. In C. Newman, C.J. Liberton, K. Kutash & R.M. Friedman (Ed.) 17th 

Annual Proceedings, "A System of Care for Children's Mental Health: Expanding the Research Base, February 29 

ï March 3, 2004, Tampa, Floridaò, (pp. 520-524). Tampa: The Research and Training Center for Childrenôs 

Mental Health, University of South Florida.  
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Johnsen, M., McKay, C., Henry, A., & Manning, T.D. November 2004. What does competitive employment 

mean? A secondary analysis of employment approaches in the Massachusetts Employment Intervention 

Demonstration Project. In Fisher, William (ed.) Employment for Persons with Severe Mental Illness, Volume 13, 

Research in Community and Mental Health. Oxford, UK: Elsevier 

 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. We are conducting a cost benefit analysis of the Clubhouse Model of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, building 

upon a comprehensive survey of clubhouses affiliated with the International Center for Clubhouse Development 

(ICCD). Recognizing that not all Clubhouses may produce a sum of benefits that exceed the sum of Clubhouse 

costs, we ask which Clubhouses do, and how we can characterize them. We expect that Clubhouses that are 

certified may be more beneficial, although also more costly, than Clubhouses that are not certified. We also expect 

variables other than certification, such as where the clubhouse is located (US vs. non-us), budget size (small, 

medium, medium-large, and large), length of operation, and whether program staff participate in training on the 

clubhouse model will have an impact clubhouse costs and benefits. 

 
2. Logic Model/Program Theory: A Project Logic Model sets out in a systematic manner the way that program 

components or activities result in program outcomes or achievements. In the case of the Clubhouse program, 

components or activities are clearly specified in the Standards and other Clubhouse documentation. However 

outcomes or achievements are less clearly identified. We are developing a logic model of the Clubhouse Model 

and a program theory of the clubhouse that links what happens within the model with anticipated outcomes in 

collaboration with Robert King from the University of Queensland. 

 

3. Health Promotion in the ICCD Community ï tobacco cessation activities. We are developing a pilot project that 

will implement tobacco cessation activities in an ICCD-certified clubhouse. This project will build on earlier 

efforts including a structured exercise program for adults with SMI. 

 
4. A survival analysis of data of individuals participating in ICCD clubhouses that have participated in 

Transitional, Supported, or Independent Employment offered by clubhouses. Durations of employment will be 

examined to assess the impact of the various employment supports provided by the clubhouse on job retention. 
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Thomas McLaughlin, M. Div., Sc.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-3132 

E-mail: Thomas.Mclaughlin@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 
 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Population-based behavioral health services research, including system innovation, population-based quality 

indicators for mental health, access to treatment for common mental disorders in primary care populations. 

2. Provider quality improvement interventions  

3. Longitudinal data analysis in population studies, including hierarchical linear models, methods to address 

selection bias in observational studies (propensity scores) classical and hierarchical time-series models. 

 

Research Summary: 
 

My research interests are in system innovations for common mental disorders in primary care, especially 

depressive disorders in medical illness as well as adolescent depression. Presently, three projects are the focus of 

my attention: 1) a randomized trial funded by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to examine the effects of a time-

limited telephone based intervention to modulate the risk of depression and anxiety in survivors of cardiac events; 

2) implementation of a system of care for adolescent depression; 3) and an NIMH-funded Intervention and 

Practice Research Infrastructure Support Program (IP RISP) aimed at improved management of psychological 

distress in medical illness. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 
1. McLaughlin TJ and Beck A. Antidepressant management: a new measure for HEDIS, 1999. National 

Committee for Quality Assurance, Washington DC, 1998, pp 59-68. 

2. Adler DA, McLaughlin TJ, Lerner D, Chang H, Lapitsky L, Rogers WH. Does Depression Severity and 

Symptom Change Predict Work Outcomes (In press, General Hospital Psychiatry). 

3. McLaughlin TJ, Aupont O, Stone P, Bambauer KZ, Mullan MG, Colagiovanni J, Polishuk E, Griffin L, 

Johnstone M, Locke S. Improving Psychological Adjustment to Chronic Medical Illness: a trial to modulate 

symptoms of depression and anxiety in cardiac survivors. (Submitted to Journal of General Internal Medicine.) 

4. Bambauer KZ, Locke S, Aupont O, Mullan MG, McLaughlin TJ. The Utility of the Hospital Anxiety and 

Depression Scale in Predicting Depression Among Patients Hospitalized with Cardiac Disease. (In press, 

Psychosomatic Medicine). 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. A System of Care for Depression in Medical Illness (PI, NIMH). 

2. Effectiveness of Telephone Counseling in Managing Depression Associated with Chronic Medical Illness (PI, 

RWJ). 

3. Evaluation of Targeted Child Psychiatric Services (with Daniel Connor). 

4. Depression and Productive Work Activity (NIMH, with Debra Lerner & David Adler, New England Medical 

Center). 
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Haley Melikian, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-4045 

E-mail: Haley.Melikian@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

University of Massachusetts Medical School; Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology; Neuroscience; IGP 

Brudnick Neuropsychiatric Research Institute 

 

Research Interests: 

 
1. Monoamine Transporter Regulation 

2. Membrane Trafficking 

3. Addiction, Affective disorders 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Once released into the synapse, monoamines are rapidly recaptured by presynaptic reuptake processes mediated by 

plasma membrane monoamine transporters. These important proteins are the primary targets for a variety of 

psychoactive agents, including cocaine, amphetamines and antidepressants, which inhibit transporter function. 

Recent studies indicate that endogenous cellular processes also control transporter activity. Most notably, 

monoamine transporter cell surface densities are dynamically regulated by membrane trafficking to and from the 
plasma membrane. Work in our lab is focused on elucidating the molecular mechanisms underlying monoamine 

transporter trafficking and regulation. Studies are actively investigating intrinsic transporter properties necessary 

for regulation and trafficking, as well as cellular factors interacting with and governing transporter trafficking. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Loder, M.K., and Melikian, H. E . The dopamine transporter constitutively internalizes and recycles in a protein 

kinase C-regulated manner in stably transfected PC12 cells. J. Biol. Chem., 278, 22168-22174, 2003. 

 

Melikian, H.E . Neurotransmitter Transporter Trafficking: Endocytosis, Recycling and Regulation. Pharmacol 

Ther, 104(1), 17-27, 2004. 

 
Holton, K.L., Loder, M.K. and Melikian, H.E . Non-classical and distinct endocytic signals dictate constitutive 

and PKC-regulated neurotransmitter transporter internalization. Nature Neurosci, 8, 881- 888, 2005.  

Boudanova, E., Navaroli, D.M., and Melikian, H.E. Amphetamine-induced decreases in dopamine transporter 

surface expression are protein kinase C-independent, Neuropharmacology, 54(3), 605-612, 2008. 

Boudanova, E., Navaroli, D.M., Stevens, Z.M. and Melikian, H.E.    Dopamine transporter endocytic 

determinants:  Carboxy terminal residues required for basal and PKC-stimulated internalization.  Mol Cell 

Neurosci, 39, 211-217, 2008. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Trafficking and Regulation of Monoamine Transporters. 

 

2. The Role of Dopamine Transporter Trafficking in Psychostimulant Addiction 

 

 

 

mailto:Haley.Melikian@umassmed.edu
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Bruce Meltzer, MD 

Phone: (508) 616-3528 

E-mail: bruce.meltzer@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

UMass Adolescent Continuing Care Units, Westborough State Hospital 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Pediatric psychopharmacology and tobacco use in serious and persistent youth mental illness 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Pediatric Psychopharmacology: Fast Facts. Bruce Meltzer, MD and Daniel Connor, MD. W.W. 

Norton Company New York. 2007. 

 

Addressing Tobacco Use Through Organizational Change: A Case Study of an Addiction 

Treatment Organization.  Journal of Psychoactive Drugs. December 2007 39 (4): 451-459. 
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W. Peter Metz, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-5956 

E-mail: Peter.Metz@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and Pediatrics 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

UMass Memorial Medical Center, Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Establishment of evidence base to support efficacy of wraparound process within a system of care. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. Metz has headed a research effort to evaluate a strength-based and culturally competent orientation within 

traditional psychodynamic, cognitive behavioral, and family systems theory, as well as by emphasizing the values 

of principles of the Child and Adolescent Service System Program (CASSP).  Analysis of outcome data, obtained 

from Worcester Communities of Care (WCC), over the past 5 years. (SAMSA grant, $9 million, 6 years). 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Metz, P., & Punwani, M. (2004). The handbook of child and adolescent systems of care: The new community 
psychiatry. Psychiatric Services. Vol. 55(6) , 723-724. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Long term outcomes of WCC intensive wraparound process compared to a matched comparison group. 

 

2. Cost analysis of impact of WCC on Mass Health medical behavioral health and pharmacy costs on youth with 

Mass Health insurance enrolled in WCC. 

 

3. Impact of Central MA Communities of Care grant in diverting youth with SED from involvement in the 

Juvenile Justice System. 

 
4. Evaluation of family satisfaction to the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access Project. 
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Ruben Miozzo, MD, MPH  
Phone: (508) 334-3403 

E-mail: MiozzoR@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Department of Psychiatry, Outpatient Psychiatric Treatment Center   

 

Research Interests: 

 

Symptom Presentation and Psychopharmacology of Depression 

Health Services Research 

Use of antidepressants in the community 

 

Research Summary: 

 

I am presently working with some databases to study Depression in adolescents in a Primary care population, and 

the use of antidepressants and diabetes in the community. I am interested in the impact of depression in the 

community 

 

Presentations 

 

State- Specific Regional Cerebral Flow Changes in Acute Catatonia. Ruben Miozzo, Ella Rubin, Milica 

Stefanovic, Lisa Cohen, Igor Galynker. NR 33. New Research Abstracts, American Psychiatric Association 
Annual Meeting. New Orleans. 2001  

 

Citalopram in Dysthymic Disorder. David J. Hellerstein, Sari Batchelder, David Kreditor, Ruben Miozzo. Poster 

Presented in 41st (2001) NCDEU  

 

Brand Name to Generic Clozapine Switch: Pharmacokinetic and Clinical Effects 

Ruben A. Miozzo, Jeffrey Stovall, Mayra Tisminetzky, Jayendra K. Patel. NR 168. New Research Abstracts, 

American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting. San Francisco. 2003 

 

Citalopram Treatment of Dysthymic Disorder: David J. Hellerstein, M.D., Sarai Batchelder, Ph.D., Ruben A. 

Miozzo, M.D., David Kreditor, M.D., Steven E. Hyler, M.D., Dinu Ganguire, M.D., Joy A. Clark, M.D. NR506. 

New Research Abstracts, American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting. San Francisco. 2003 
 

Factor Analysis of the Hamilton Rating Scale for Depression in Patients with Dysthymic Disorder. Ruben Miozzo, 

MD, Sarai Batchelder, PhD, Mayra Tisminetzky, MD, David Hellerstein, MD. New Research Abstracts. American 

Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, New York, 2004 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Hellerstein DJ, Batchelder S, Miozzo R, Kreditor D, Hyler S, Gangure D, Clark J.:  Citalopram in the treatment of 

dysthymic disorder. Int Clin Psychopharmacol. 2004 May;19(3):143-8.  

 

Buchsbaum MS, Shihabuddin L, Brickman AM, Miozzo R, Prikryl R, Shaw R, Davis K.: Caudate and putamen 
volumes in good and poor outcome patients with schizophrenia. Schizophr Res. 2003 Nov 1;64(1):53-62.  

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Use of antidepressants in the community 

Symptom presentation of Dysthymic Disorder 
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Lisa A. Mistler, M.D.  
Phone: (508) 860-8701 

E-mail: lmistler@massmail.state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Worcester State Hospital 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Shared decision making; antispsychotic prescribing; reducing polypharmacy; people with severe mental illness 

 

2. Secondary: hepatitis C treatment of people with severe mental illness 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Currently exploring creating a decision aid for providers and patients regarding treatment of psychotic illnesses; 

developing ñdrug facts boxò to investigate comprehension of medication information by people with severe mental 

illness 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Mistler and Drake, JPP in press ñShared Decision Making in Antipsychotic Managementò 

 
Mistler, Mellman, and Drake, QSHC in press ñA Pilot Study of an Algorithm to Reduce Antipsychotic 

Polypharmacyò 

 

Morden, Mistler, Weeks, and Bartels JABFM in press ñImproving Physical Health Care for Patients with Serious 

Mental Illness: Family Medicineôs Roleò 
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Teresa Mitchell, Ph.D. 
Phone: (781) 642-0253 

E-mail: Teresa.Mitchell@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

E.K. Shriver Center, University of Massachusetts Medical School, Department of Psychiatry and Program in 

Neuroscience  

 

Research Interests: 

 
1. Development of visual processes in deaf populations 

2. Development of face processing 

3. Development of visual attention 

4. Multimodal perception 

5. Autism 

 

Research Summary: 

 

I am interested in how visual processes are affected by atypical development, specifically by the absence of 

auditory input or by developmental disabilities such as autism. Our approach is to examine how atypical 

development can increase the burden on the visual system to assume specific functions that in typical development 
may be undertaken by other sensory systems, in whole or in part, and how this increase in burden shapes visual 

behavior and its neural substrates.  For example, the absence of auditory input has been shown to increase 

attention to visual motion and to events in the visual periphery, and to enhance the neural network that processes 

these sources of information.  We believe that this change is the result of the deaf individualôs need, over the 

course of the lifespan, to rely almost exclusively on the visual system to both attend to the world and to monitor 

surroundings.  Characterizing the way that experience can shape behavioral and brain development sheds light not 

only on the unique outcomes of atypical development but on typical developmental processes, as well.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1.  Mitchell, T. V., & Quittner, A. L.  (1996).  A multimethod study of attention and behavior problems in 

hearing-impaired children.  Journal of Clinical Child Psychology, 25, 83-96. 
2.  Bavelier, D., Tomann, A., Hutton, C., Mitchell, T., Corina, D., & Neville, H.  (2000).  Visual attention to 

the periphery is enhanced in congenitally deaf individuals.  Journal of Neuroscience, 20(17):  RC93, 1-6. 

3. Mitchell, T. V., & Lewis, D. V. (2001).  Do prolonged febrile seizures injure the hippocampus:  Human 

MRI studies.  In T. Baram & S. Shinnar (Eds.), Febrile Seizures.  New York:  Academic Press. 

4. Mitchell, T. V., & Neville, H. J. (2002).  Effects of age and experience on the development of 

neurocognitive systems.  In:  A. Zani & A. M. Proverbio (Eds.), The Cognitive Physiology of Mind.  

Academic Press. 

5. Armstrong, B., Hillyard, S. A., Neville, H. J., & Mitchell, T. V. (2002).  Auditory deprivation affects 

processing of motion, but not color.  Cognitive Brain Research (14), 422-434. 

6. Pelphrey, K. A., Mitchell, T. V., McKeown, M. J., Goldstein, J., Allison, T., & McCarthy, G.  (2003).  

Brain activity evoked by the perception of human walking:  controlling for meaningful coherent motion.  
Journal of Neuroscience, 23 (17), 6819-6825. 

7. Mitchell, T. V., & Neville, H. J. (2004).  Asynchronies in the development of electrophysiological 

responses to motion and color.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 16 (8), 1-12. 

8. Mitchell, T. V., Morey, R. A., Inan, S., & Belger, A.  (2005).  Functional MRI measures of automatic and 

controlled auditory processing.  NeuroReport, 16(5), 457-461. 

9. Mitchell, T. V.  (2007).  Effects of blindness and deafness on the development of spatial perception and 

cognition.  In J. Plumert and J. Spencer (Eds.), Emerging Landscapes of Mind:  Mapping the Nature of 

Change in Spatial Cognitive Development.  Oxford University Press. 
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10. Mitchell, T. V., & Maslin, M. T. (2007).  How vision matters for individuals with hearing loss.  

International Journal of Audiology, 46 (9), 500-511. 

11. Letourneau, S. M., & Mitchell, T. V. (2008).  Behavioral and ERP measures of holistic face processing in 

a composite task.  Brain & Cognition, 67 (2), 234-245. 

12. Mitchell, T. V. (2008).  Cross-modal plasticity in development:  the case of deafness.  In C. A. Nelson 

and M. Luciana (Eds.), Handbook of Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience, 2nd Edition.  MIT Press, 
pp. 439-452. 

13. Gilley, P. M., Sharma, A., Mitchell, T. V., & Dorman, M. F.  (in press).  The influence of a sensitive 

period for auditory-visual integration in children with cochlear implants.  Restorative Neurology & 

Neuroscience. 

 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Impact of deafness on the development of face processing. 

2. Face processing in autism and Down Syndrome. 

3. Attention to changes in complex scenes in autism. 

4. Auditory processing in autism. 
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Ellen More, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-7633 

E-mail: Ellen.More@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor; Head, Office of Medical History and Archives, Lamar Soutter Library 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Lamar Soutter Library 

Psychiatry Residency education 

 

Research Interests: 

 
1. The history of the American medical profession. 

2. The history of women physicians. 

3. The post-World War II history of sex education. 

4. The patient-practitioner relationship; empathy. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

As a historian of the medical profession, I examine changes in the medical profession, in health care, and in 

medical education in American society.  One of my current books will explore the development of support for 

comprehensive sex education, and especially the role of physicians in this process, from about 1950 to the present. 

An edited volume of the most recent research on the history of women physicians in the U.S. was published in 
2009. A history of the Family Medicine residency program at UMMS, the first in Massachusetts is online (see 

below). I am researching a book-length history of the early decades of UMass Medical School. 

 

Representative Publications: 

1.  Women Physicians and the Cultures of Medicine, co-edited with Elizabeth Fee and Manon Parry (Johns 

Hopkins, 2009). 

2. Restoring the Balance: Women Physicians and the Profession of Medicine, 1850-1995 (Harvard, 1999; 2001). 

3. The Empathic Practitioner: Empathy, Gender, and Medicine, co-edited with Maureen Milligan (Rutgers, 1994). 

4. ñEmpathy as a Hermeneutic Practice,ò Theoretical Medicine, 1996, 17; 243-254. 

5. ñMary Steichen Calderone, MD,ò in Notable American Women, S. Ware, ed. (Belknap/Harvard, 2004). 

6.  ñThe Peopleôs Medicine Comes to Massachusetts,ò online at http://library.umassmed.edu/omha/fmch/index.cfm  

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. A book, under contract to Beacon Press, on the proponents of sex education in the US from WWII to c. 1990; 

2. A book-length history of the early decades of UMMS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://library.umassmed.edu/omha/fmch/index.cfm
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Patrice M. Muchowski, Sc,D.  

Phone: (508) 453-3039 

E-mail: pmuchowski@adcare.com 

 

Academic Role: Affiliate to the Department of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 
AdCare Hospital 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Primarily interested in research projects that evaluate outcome in addictions treatment and investigate treatment 

interventions and models. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Member of the Steering Committee of the NIDA Clinical Trials 

Member, Research Development Committee, NIDA Clinical Trials 

Currently involved in a óCouples Project for Womenò Research Project funded by NIAAA; Principal Investigator, 
Timothy OôFarrell, Ph.D. 

New Research Study beginning January, 2010, Couples Project for Women II, Research Project funded by NIDA, 

Prinical Investigator, Timothy OôFarrell, Ph.D. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Involved in Program Evaluation activities at AdCare Hospital 

 

 A  craving instrument has been developed and utilized with AdCare patients to assist staff in measuring craving.  

  

AdCare PI Project focusing on increasing improving show rates from Inpatient Treatment to Outpatient Treatment, 
to be presented at the 2010 SECAD Conference 
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Denise Mumley, Ph.D. 

Phone: (508) 368-3440 

E-mail: denise.mumley@dmh.state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Worcester State Hospital 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Competence to Stand Trial  

Violence Risk Assessment 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Pinals, D. A., Tillbrook, C. E., & Mumley, D. L. (in press). Violence risk assessment.  

In F. M. Saleh, A. J. Grudzinskas, J. M. Bradford, & D. Brodsky (Eds.), Sex offenders: Identification, risk 

assessment, treatment and legal issues. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Pinals, D. A., Tillbrook, C. E., & Mumley, D. L. (2006). Practical application of the 
MacArthur Competence Assessment Tool-Criminal Adjudication (MacCAT- 

CA) in a public sector forensic setting. Journal of the American Academy of  

Psychiatry and the Law, 34, 179-188. 

  

Mumley, D. L., Tillbrook, C. E., & Grisso, T. (2003). Five year research update  

(1996-2000): Evaluations for competence to stand trial (adjudicative  

competence). Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 21(3), 329-350. 

 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 
Currently working on update of five-year review of research on competence to stand trial evaluations, to be 

published in Behavioral Sciences and the Law. 
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Joanne Nicholson, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8712 

E-mail: Joanne.Nicholson@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor of Psychiatry and Director, Child & Family Research Core 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Parents with mental illnesses and their families 
2. Intervention implementation, systems transformation & organizational change 

3. The integration of mental health services in primary care 

4. The impact of trauma experiences on parenting and family life 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. Nicholson has established an active, consumer-informed program of research on parents with mental illness 

and their children.  Recent funded projects include the development and testing of family-centered intervention for 

parents with mental illnesses and their families; the implementation of a systems of care initiative in child welfare; 

and the investigation of the impact of parenting experiences and family life on the recovery trajectories of mothers 

with mental illnesses.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Nemens, K. & Nicholson, J. (2006) The clubhouse family legal support project for parents with mental 

illness. Psychiatric Services, 57, 720. 

2. Weinreb, L.F., Buckner, J., Williams, V., & Nicholson, J. (2006) A comparison of homeless mothers in 

Worcester, Massachusetts: 1993 vs. 2003. American Journal of Public Health, 96, 1444-1448. 

3. Monsalve, M.H., Nicholson, J., Mas, J., Rullas, M., Del Alamo, C. (2006) Parenting in women and men 

suffering schizophrenic disorders and other mental illness. Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, 114 Suppl., 

431, 24. 

4. Weinreb, L.F., Nicholson, J., Williams, V., & Anthes, F. (2007) Integrating behavioral health services for 

homeless mothers and children in primary care. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 77, 142-152. 
5. Nicholson, J., Hinden, B., Biebel, K., Henry, A.D., & Katz-Leavy, J. (2007) A qualitative study of 

programs for parents with serious mental illness and their children: Building practice-based evidence. 

Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, 34, 395-413. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Principal Investigator, ñImplementing MA/DSS Family Networks: Evaluating Local Systems of Care.ò 

UMMS Commonwealth Medicine. 01/01/07 to 12/31/08. Total Costs: $610,000 for 2 years. 

2. Principal Investigator, ñFamily Care Management for Parents with Mental Illness and their Children.ò 

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals. 9/01/05 to 12/31/07. Total Costs: $1,012,129 for 28 months.  1/01/08 to 

12/31/08. Total Costs: $275,000 for 12 months. 
3. Principal Investigator (Distinguished Fellow), ñTransforming the Child Welfare System to Improve 

Outcomes for Children and Youth Whose Parents Have Mental Illness.ò The William T. Grant 

Foundation. 10/01/05 to 9/30/07. Total Costs: $212,657 for two years; extended to 6/30/08. 
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Erin L. OôHea, PhD  
Phone: (856) 669-9954 

E-mail: Erin.ohea@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Psycho-oncology: Addressing psychological needs in patients with cancer, tailored psychosocial interventions for 

women with breast cancer, psychosocial functioning of young women with breast cancer, cancer survivorship. 

 
Health disparities: Racial/ethnic similarities/differences in health behaviors, racial/ethnic differences in predictors 

of health behavior change, culturally sensitive tailored interventions, use of spirituality in coping with disease. 

 

Health behavior theories: Locus of control and health behaviors, testing the validity of health behavior theories.  

 

Research Summary: 

 

My research program predominantly centers on health disparities as well as predictors of health behavior changes 

such as exercise, diet, smoking cessation, and medical regimen adherence. I am specifically interested in perceived 

personal control constructs and their relationships with such health behaviors. While I have conducted research 

across a range of diseases, I have recently begun to narrow my focus to oncology. 

 

Representative Publications: (students are underlined) 

 

1. Boudreaux, E.D., OôHea, E.L. Grissom, G, Lord, S., Houseman, J., & Grana, G. (under review). Mental 

Health Assessment and Dynamic Referral for Oncology (MHADRO): Development, Functionality, and 

End-user Satisfaction. Psycho-oncology. 

 

2. Lavery, M. & OôHea, E.L. (in press). Religious/spiritual coping and adjustment in individuals with 

cancer: Unanswered questions, important threads, and future directions. Mental Health, Religion, and 

Culture.  

 

3. Fink, S., Foran, K., Sweeney, A., & OôHea, E. (in press).Sexual body esteem and mindfulness in college 
women. Body Image.  

 

4. OôHea, E.L., Bodenlos, J., Grothe, K., Moon, S., & Brantley, P.J. (2009). The Multidimensional Health 

Locus of Control Scales: The factorial structure among African Americans who are of low-income and 

comparison across two medical samples. Ethnicity and Disease, 19, 192-198. 

 

5. OôHea, E.L., Moon, S., Grothe, K., Boudreaux, E.D., Bodenlos, J., Wallston, K., & Brantley, P.J. (2009). 

The Interaction of Locus of Control, Self-Efficacy, and Outcome Expectancy in Predicting HbA1c in 

Medically Underserved Individuals with Type 2 Diabetes. Journal of Behavioral Medicine, 32, 106-117 

 

6. OôHea, E. L., Houseman, J., Bedek, K., & Sposato, R. (2008). Cognitive Behavioral Management of 
Depression/Distress in Congestive Heart Failure Patients. Heart Failure Reviews, 1382-4147.   

 

7. Helms, R., Corso, M., & OôHea, E.L. (2008). Body Image Issues in Women with Breast Cancer. 

Psychology, Health, and Medicine, 13, 313-325. 

 

8. Boudreaux, E.D., Baumann, B.M., Camargo, C.A., OôHea, E. L., & Zi edonis, D.M. (2007). Changes in 

Smoking Associated with an Acute Health Event: Theoretical and Practical Implications. Annals of 

Behavioral Medicine, 33, 189-199. 
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9. OôHea, E.L., Wood, K.B., Bodenlos, J.A., Boudreaux, E.D., & Brantley, P.J. (2005). Predicting medical 

regimen adherence: The interaction of health locus of control beliefs. Journal of Health Psychology,10, 

705-717.  

 

10. OôHea, E.L., Boudreaux, E.D., Jeffries, S.K., Carmack, C.L., Scarinci, I.C., & Brantley, P.J. (2004).  

Stage of change movement across three health behaviors: The role of self efficacy.  American Journal of 
Health Promotion, 19, 32-40. 

 

11. OôHea, E.L., Wood, K., & Brantley, P.J. (2003). The Transtheoretical Model: Gender differences across 

three health behaviors. American Journal of Health Behavior, 27, 645-656.  

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Co-Investigator: NIH/NIMH. (R42 MH078432)  Mental Health Assessment and Dynamic Referral for Oncology 

(MHADRO): Phase II.  06/01/09- present. 

 

Co-Investigator: NIH/NIDA (R01 DA023170-01)  The Sentinel Event Model: A New Model for Investigating 

Health Behavior Change. 04/01/08 ï present. 
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Ira K. Packer, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8747 

E-mail: ira.packer@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Clinical Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

University of Massachusetts Medical School, Law and Psychiatry Program 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Mental illness and violence 
Mentally ill and the criminal justice system 

Psychopathy 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Packer, I.K. (2009). Evaluation of criminal responsibility. NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

Packer, I.K. (1985). Insanity acquittals in Michigan, 1969-1983; The effects of legislative and judicial changes. 

Journal of Psychiatry & Law, 13, 419-434. 

 

Packer, I.K. (1987). Homicide and the insanity defense: A comparison of sane and insane murderers. Behavioral 
Sciences & the Law, 5, 25-35. 

 

Fisher, W.H., Dickey, B., Normand, S., Packer, I.K., Grudzinskas, A., and  Azeni, H. (2002). Use of a State 

Inpatient Forensic System Under Managed Mental Health Care. Psychiatric Services, 53, 447-451. 

 

Fisher W.H., Packer I.K., Banks S.M., Smith D., Simon L.J., and Roy-Bujnowski K. (2002). Self-reported lifetime 

psychiatric hospitalization histories of jail detainees with mental disorders: Comparison with a non-incarcerated 

national sample. Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, 29,458-465. 

 

Vitacco, M.J and Packer, I.K. (2004). Mania and Insanity: An Analysis of Legal Standards and Recommendations 

for Clinical Practice. Journal of Forensic Psychology Practice, 4, 83-95.  

 
Pinals D.A., Packer I,K., Fisher W., and Roy-Bujnowski. K. (2004).Relationship between race and ethnicity and 

forensic clinical triage dispositions. Psychiatric Services, 55, 873-878. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

 Psychopathy and Treatment Outcomes in Forensic Psychiatric   Patients: A Pilot Study (funded by 

Commonwealth Medicine mini-grant) 

 

ñPersons with Severe Mental Illnesses in Prisons: Demographic and Clinical Characteristicsò  
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Jayendra Patel, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-5928 

E-mail: patelj@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

Center for Psychopharmacologic Research and Treatment 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Schizophreniaðtreatment outcomes, biological mechanisms underlying clinical manifestations and treatment 

response 
2. First Episode Psychosisðtreatment outcomes, early intervention and biological mechanisms underlying clinical 

manifestation. 

3. Novel treatments to improve negative and cognitive symptoms 

4, Bipolar DisorderðPharmacology and treatment outcomes, Genetics 

 

Research Summary: 

 

The Schizophrenia Research and Bipolar Disorder program is part of the Center for Psychopharmacological 

Research and Treatment.  The program is involved in 2 NIMH sponsored studies (CATIE ï I and II studies STEP-

BD). These studies recruit ñreal worldò individuals to provide meaningful data about effectiveness of various 

treatments currently available. We also conduct Phase II and III studies involving promising novel compounds 
with effects on psychosis, mood and cognition. Other studies evaluate the metabolic and other effects of 

antipsychotic medications. The program offers opportunities to interested and motivated residents and trainees to 

learn more about management of these illnesses and possibly join our group to pursue a career in clinical research. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Patel JK, Caplan B, Green AI, Tamminga C. First Episode Psychosis: Critical management issues during the fi 

rst two years. Harvard Review of Psychiatry, 2001, 9(1): 33-41. 

2. Zarate Jr. C & Patel JK. Sudden Cardiac Death and Antipsychotic Drugs: Do We Know Enough? 

(Commentary) Arch Gen Psych, 2001, 58(12):1168-1171. 

3. Niznikiewicz MA, Patel JK, McCarley R, Sutton J, Chau DT, Wojcik J, Green AI. ñClozapine Action on 

Auditory P3 Response in Schizophrenia. Schizophrenia Research (In Press). 
4. Patel JK, Pinals DA, Breier A: Schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders. In: A Tasman, J Kay, and JA 

Leiberman (eds), Psychiatry, John Wiley and Sons, London, UK, 2003, Chapter 62, 1131-1206. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

1. A Multicenter, Randomized, Double-Blind Study on the Effects of Aripiprazole on Overweight Patients treated 

with Olanzapine for Schizophrenia or Schizoaffective Disorder (Site PI: Patel JK; Sponsor: Bristol Myers Squibb. 

 

2. Source Documents and Handheld Devices for Clinical Trials (Phase 1 and 2)( Sponsor: NIMH-SBIR/PHT 

Corp)(Site PI: Patel JK; Raymond, R PI). 

 

3. Genetic Determinants of Bipolar Disorder (Site PI- Patel, JK; PI: Smoller J, RO1 MH063445; NIMH ). 
 

4. Efficacy & tolerability of Olanzapine, Quetiapine, and Risperidone in the treatment of First Episode Psychosis: 

A Randomized Double Blind 52-week Comparison. (Site PI: Patel, JK; PI Lieberman JA. Sponsor: Astra Zeneca). 
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Debra Pinals, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 368-3369 

E-mail: debra.pinals@dmh.state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor  

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Commonwealth Medicine; Director, Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship, Co-

Director Law & Psychiatry Program 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Legal regulation of psychiatric practice, forensic psychiatry, violence risk assessment, and psychopharmacological 

issues in forensic practice, stalking, forensic training and forensic public sector system issues. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

I have conducted research/academic projects related to competence to stand trial, violence risk assessment, 

forensic service delivery systems, stalking and teaching of forensic psychiatry. I have helped mentor numerous 

trainees in research projects dealing with forensic criminal and civil topics such as police training, disability, 

prosecution of psychiatric patients, managed care and civil commitment. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Sattar SP, Pinals DA, Din AU, Appelbaum PS.  To Commit or not to commit: the psychiatry resident as a variable 
in involuntary commitment decisions. Academic Psychiatry 2006; (30):191- 195. 

 

Price M, Pinals DA. Law enforcement and mental health professionals: a collaborative approach to training.  Law 

Enforcement Executive Forum 2006;6:61-73. 

 

Byatt N, Arikan R, Pinals DA. Involuntary hospitalization of medical patients who lack decisional capacity: an 

unresolved issue.  Psychosomatics 2006; 47:443-448. 

 

LeBourgeois, HW III, Pinals DA, Williams V, Appelbaum PS. Hindsight bias among psychiatrists. Journal of the 

American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, 2007; 35:67-73. 

 

Mossman D, Noffsinger SG, Ash P, Frierson RL, Gerbasi J, Hackett M, Lewis CF, Pinals DA, Scott CL, Sieg KG, 
Wall BW, Zonana HV.  AAPL Practice Guideline for the forensic psychiatric evaluation of competence to stand 

trial.  Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law (In Press). 

 

Pinals, D.A., Tillbrook, C.E., Mumley, D. Violence Risk Assessment. In, Sex offenders:  Identification, Risk 

Assessment, Treatment & Legal Issues; Editors: Saleh, F.M., Grudzinskas, A.J., Bradford, J.M., Brodsky, D. 

Oxford University Press, New York, NY. (In Press). 

 

Saleh FM, Federoff JP, Ahmed AG, Pinals DA. Treatment of Violent Behavior. In:  Tasman A, Kay J, Lieberman 

JA (eds), Psychiatry, 3rd Edition.  Chichester, U.K.: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., (In Press). 

 

Patel J, Pinals DA, Breier A. Schizophrenia.  In:  Tasman A, Kay J, Lieberman JA (eds), Psychiatry, 3rd Edition.  
Chichester, U.K.: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., (In Press). 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

I am currently working on developing educational materials for forensic psychiatry training, funded by a grant 

from the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law Institute of Education and Research. I am also working on 

writing on topics related to informed consent and civil commitment. 
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Alexandra Pinkerson, M.D. 
Phone: (617) 626-9007 

E-mail: Alexandra.Pinkerson@DMH.state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Instructor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Quincy Mental Health Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Community mental health 

Persistent and severe mental illness 

mailto:Alexandra.Pinkerson@DMH
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Richard A. Prager, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 829-2096 

E-mail: rcprager@verizon.net 

 

Academic Role: Senior Affiliate in Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Department of Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Psychotherapy Outcome 

 



109 

 

R. Jo Renn, M.D., Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 334-4833 

E-mail: rennrj@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center, adult inpatient 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Psychopharmacological trials  

Post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

Borderline personality 
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 Judge Maurice H. Richardson, J.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8749  

E-mail: maurice.richardson@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations :  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Law & Psychiatry Program 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Mental illness and the criminal justice system 
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 Ruthann Rizzi, M.D.  
Phone: (508) 856-3220 

E-mail: Ruthann.Rizzi@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center, Director Student Counseling Service 

 

Research Interest: 

 

Mental health of medical students and physicians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Ruthann.Rizzi@umassmed.edu


112 

 

Evgeny Rogaev, Ph.D., Dr.Sci. 
Phone: (508) 856-8438 

E-mail: Evgeny.Rogaev@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Program in Neuroscience 

 

Brudnick Neuropsychiatric Research Institute 

 

Research Interests: 
1. Identification of genes and cellular proteins that play a critical role in normal and pathological aspects of human 

behavior 

2. The study of evolutionary aspects of human populations, genome and specific genes in order to elucidate the 

phenomenon of some behavioral disorders prevalent in humankind. 

3. Alzheimerôs disease, schizophrenia and depression are three of the most common mental disorders and our 

primary interest. 

 

Research Summary: 

Our research is focused on the identification of genes and cellular proteins that play a critical role in normal and 

pathological aspects of human behavior. To identify such genes and proteins we first use the strategies of linkage, 

genetic association analysis and positional cloning to isolate the mutant or polymorphic genes underlying the 
human diseases. We then develop functional assays to express these genes in vitro and in vivo to study their 

normal and pathogenic functions. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Rogaev E.I. Simple human DNA-repeats associated with genomic hypervariability, flanking the genomic 

retroposons and similar to retroviral sites. Nucleic Acids Research. 1990, V.18, p. 1879-1885. 

 

2. Rogaev E.I., Rogaeva E.A., Ginter E.K., Korovaitseva G.I., Farrer L.A., Shlensky A., Pritkov A.N., Mordovtsev 

V.N., St George-Hyslop P. Identification of the genetic locus for Keratosis Palmaris et Plantaris on chromosome 

17 near the RARA and Keratin type I genes. Nature genetics. 1993, V. 5, p.158-162. 

 
3. Sherrington R. and Rogaev E.I ( contributed equally), Liang Y., Rogaeva E.A., Levesque G., Ikeda M., Chi H., 

Lin C., Li G., Holman K., Tsuda T., Mar L., Foncin J.F., Bruni A.C., Montesi M.P., Sorbi S., Rainero 1., Pinessi 

L., Nee L., Chumakov 1., Pollen D., Brookes A. Sanseau, P., Pollinsky R.L., Wasco W., Da Silva H.A., Haines 

J.L., Pericak-Vance M.A., Tanzi R.E., Roses A., Frazer P., Rommens J., St. George-Hyslop P. Cloning of a gene 

bearing missense mutations in early-onset familial Alzheimerôs disease. Nature (London). 1995, V. 37 5, p. 754-

760. 
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Andrea Rosenthal, M.D. 
Phone: (978) 796-1580 

E-mail: andreajr5@msn.com 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Federal Medical Center (FMC)-Devens 

Clinical care in a correctional setting as part of the UMass Correctional Health contract 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Severe Mental Illness 

Correctional Psychiatry 
Psychosocial Rehabilitation 
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Anthony Rothschild, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-1027 

E-mail: RothschA@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Irving and Betty Brudnick Professor and Endowed Chair of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

UMass Memorial Medical Center, Center for Psychopharmacologic Research and Treatment 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Diagnosis, Biology, and Treatment of Psychotic Depression 
2. Hypothalamic Pituitary Adrenal Axis Dysfunction in Psychiatric Patients 

3. The Long-Term Effects of Hypercortisolemia on Cognition and Social/Occupational Functioning in Depressed 

Patients 

4. Novel Psychopharmacologic Agents in the Treatment of Mood, Anxiety, and Psychotic Disorders 

 

Research Summary: 

 

The mission of the Center for Psychopharmacologic Research and Treatment is to provide state-of-the-art care for 

patients suffering from Mood and Anxiety Disorders and Schizophrenia, conduct research on new and more 

effective treatments for these disorders, and teach current and future practitioners. The Center is currently 

conducting a number of research projects for patients who suffer from a variety of conditions. The Center is 
committed to making new state-of-the-art treatments available to patients who may not have derived benefit from 

currently available treatments. The Center has a strong commitment to the teaching of clinicians currently in 

practice, fellows, resident, and medical students. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1.  Rothschild AJ, Winer J, Fratoni S, Gabriele M, Kasapinovic S,  McShea M, Flint A, Meyers B, Mulsant B, 

Study of the Pharmacotherapy of Psychotic Depression (STOP-PD). Missed Diagnosis of Psychotic Depression at 

4 Academic Medical Centers. J Clin Psychiatry, 2008, in press. 

 

2.   Smith E, Rothschild AJ, Heo, M, Peasley-Miklus, C; Caswell, M; Papademetriou, E, Flint AJ, Mulsant BH, 

Meyers BS,     
      Study of the Pharmacotherapy of Psychotic Depression (STOP-PD) Collaborative,Study Group. Weight gain 

during   

      olanzapine treatment for psychotic depression: effects of dose and age. Int J of Psychopharmacology, 2008, in 

press. 

 

3.   Sit D, Rothschild AJ, Creinin MD, Hanusa BH, Wisner KL:  Psychiatric outcomes following medical and 

surgical abortion.  Human Reproduction, 2007; 22:878-884.  

 

4.  Andreescu C, Mulsant BH, Peasley-Micklus C, Rothschild AJ, Flint AJ, Heo M, Caswell M, Whyte EM, 

Meyers BS for the STOP-PD Study Group:  Persisting low use of antipsychotics in the treatment of major 

depressive disorder with psychotic features. J Clin Psychiatry, 2007; 68:194-200 
 

5.  Rothschild AJ, Mulsant BH, Meyers BS, Flint AJ:  Challenges in Differentiating and Diagnosing Psychotic 

Depression. Psych Annals, 2006; 36:40-46. 

 

6.  Andreescu C, Mulsant BH, Rothschild AJ, Flint AJ, Meyers BS: Pharmacotherapy of Major Depression with 

Psychotic Features ï What is the Evidence?  Psych Annals, 2006; 36:31-38.  

 

7.  Flint AJ, Schaffer A, Meyers BS, Rothschild AJ, Mulsant BH: The Research Assessment Of Patients With 

Psychotic Depression: The STOP-PD Approach. Psych Annals, 2006; 36:48-56. 
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8.  Meyers BS, Peasley-Miklus C, Flint AJ, Mulsant BH, Rothschild AJ:  Methodological Issues In Designing A 

Randomized Controlled Trial For Psychotic Depression: The STOP-PD Study. Psych Annals, 2006; 36:57-64. 

 

9.  Sit D, Rothschild AJ, Wisner KL:  A Review of Postpartum Psychosis.  Journal of Womenôs Health, 2006; 

15:352-368.  
 

10. Meyers BS, English J, Gabriele M, Peasley-Miklus C, Heo M, Flint A, Mulsant B, Rothschild AJ, for the 

STOP-PD Study Group:  A Delusional Assessment Scale for Psychotic Depression. Biol  Psychiatry, 2006; 

60:1336-1342. 

 

11.  Rothschild AJ, Williamson DJ, Tohen MF, Schatzberg A, Andersen SW, Van Campen LE Sanger TM, 

Tollefson GD: Olanzapine-Fluoxetine combination for Major Depression with Psychotic Features. Journal of 

Clinical Psychopharmacology, 2004; 24:365-373. 

 

12.  Rothschild AJ: Challenges in the Treatment of Depression with Psychotic Features. Biological Psychiatry, 

2003; 53:680-690. 

 
13.  Rothschild AJ, Duval SE: How long should patients with psychotic depression stay on the antipsychotic 

medication? J Clinical Psychiatry, 2003; 64:390-396. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1.  NIMH Study of the Pharmacotherapy of Psychotic Depression (STOP-PD)  

This study uses a two-armed randomized double-blind parallel group design to compare the efficacy and 

tolerability of combining sertraline and olanzapine to olanzapine alone for the acute treatment of psychotic 

depression. By blocking recruitment of subjects at age >60 or < 60 on a 1:1 basis the study will determine the 

relationship between older age and remission, time to remission and tolerability. A twelve-week acute phase 

efficacy study is followed by a twenty-week continuation trial during which subjects who achieved partial 
remission enter a placebo-controlled augmentation trial that is based on their initial assignment.  
 
2.  Treatment-Resistant Depression Registry  

A long-term, prospective, observational, multi-center patient outcome registry to collect data in patients with 

treatment-resistant depression (TRD) who are currently in a major depressive episode.  TRD is defined as a 

chronic depression that is at least two years in duration or a recurrent depression that includes at least three 

lifetime episodes including the current major depressive episode (MDE); and an inadequate response to four or 
more adequate antidepressant treatments. (Adequate antidepressant treatment is defined as dosage per PDR 

labeling for a minimum of 4 weeks).  The objective of this registry is to follow the clinical course and outcome for 

patients with treatment-resistant depression treated with and without adjunctive VNS Therapy; Cyberonics  

 

3.    A 52-week, randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled, multi-center, parallel-group study of the long-term 

efficacy, tolerability and safety of agomelatine, 25 and 50 mg, in the prevention of relapse of Major Depressive 

Disorder (MDD) following open-label treatment of 16-24 weeks; Novartis 
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Usha Sambamoorthi, PhD  
Phone: (732) 972-6232 

E-mail: usha.sambamoorthi @umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor, Director, Womenôs Health and Population-based Mental Health Disparities 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School 

 

Research Interests: 

 

 Analyzing disparities in healthcare services by gender, and racial/ethnicity, and disability. 

 Evaluation of treatment, and outcomes in individuals with multiple chronic medical and mental 

conditions.   

 Statistical modeling of utilization and other outcomes over time.  

 Creating a more comprehensive understanding of disparities and population health by having a holistic 

approach to healthcare that integrates physical, mental health.   

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. Sambamoorthi is a health services researcher with doctoral level training in economics. She is an applied 

health services researcher with over 20 years of experience in healthcare and peer-reviewed publications in many 

areas including chronic physical (HIV, diabetes) and mental illness care, disease management, pharmacotherapy, 

pharmacoeconomics, healthcare expenditures, clinical preventive services, healthcare issues among vulnerable 

groups of the population such as women, racial minorities, and the elderly. Her research has been both 
methodological and substantive. She has been an investigative researcher on many NIH, AHRQ and VHA funded 

projects. 

 

Her current research involves the interaction between mental and physical illness care among veterans. She is also 

committed to moving forward the research agenda on women veteran's health. Building on her work with 

Medicare and Medicaid claims and survey data in the non-VHA sector, Dr. Sambamoorthi in collaboration with 

the team members has completed manuscripts on diabetes care among women veterans. In addition to manuscripts, 

she has led the development of new grants funded by VA HSR&D funding and prepared abstracts presented in 

national meetings. 

 

A significant aspect of her research has demonstrated the rich potential of administrative data, such as insurance 
claims, to study healthcare. Although research based on insurance claims has limitations, it has proven to be well 

suited to answer many of the urgent policy and service delivery questions. Many of the measures she has 

developed using creative and innovative approaches with Medicaid claims data have been used in peer-reviewed 

publications in scholarly journals. 

 

In many analyses of health services use, a critical issue has been the development and implementation of 

appropriate analytic models. Therefore, she has also been involved in developing techniques to deal with a variety 

of statistical modeling problems in analyzing utilization and other outcomes over time. She has co-authored a 

number of published articles using statistically sophisticated techniques to advance methodology in health services 

research, such as the application of survival models, hierarchical linear models, selection models, nested logic 

models and robust regression techniques for longitudinal data. 

 

Representative Publications (2007-2008) 

 

Findley PA, Sambamoorthi U. Health Promotion Activities among Cancer Survivors. Journal of Cancer 

Survivorship.   Provisionally Accepted for publication 

 

Chatterjee S, Milton K, Sambamoorthi U:  Prevalence of Chronic Illness in Pregnancy, Access to Care and 

Health Care Costs: Implications for Interconception Care.  Accepted for publication, Women's Health Issues 
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Tiwari A, Rajan M, Olfson M, Miller D, Pogach LM Sambamoorthi U. Guideline-consistent Antidepressant 

Treatment Patterns Among Veterans with Diabetes and Depression.  Psychiatric Services,  In press 

 

Mitra S, Sambamoorthi U. Wage Differentials by Disability Status in an Agrarian Labor Market in India; Applied 

Economic Letters.  In press 

 
Banerjea R, Sambamoorthi U et al., Risk of Stroke, Heart Attack and Diabetes Complications among Veterans 

with Spinal Cord Injury.  Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.  In Press 

 

Banerjea R, Findley P, Sambamoorthi U Disparities in Preventive Care by Body Mass Index Categories among 

Women, Women and Health.  2008; 47(4): 1-17. 

 

Banerjea R, Sambamoorthi U, Smelson D, Pogach LM:  Expenditures in Chronic Illness with Complexities: 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse among Veterans with Diabetes Journal of Behavioral Health Services 

Research. 2008;35(3)   

 

Helmer D, Sambamoorthi U, Shen Y, Tseng C, Rajan M, Tiwari A, Maney M. Pogach LM, Opting Out of an 

Integrated Healthcare System: Dual-system use is associated with poorer glycemic control in Veterans with 
diabetes.  Primary Care Diabetes, 2008; 2:73-80. 

 

Shen C, Sambamoorthi U, Rust G.  Co-occurring Mental Illness and Healthcare Utilization and Expenditures 

among Adults with Obesity and Chronic Physical Illness. Disease Management, 2008;11(3):151-160. 

 

Mitra S, Sambamoorthi U. Disability and the Rural Labor Market in India: Evidence for Males in Tamil Nadu, 

World Development 2008; 36(5):934ï952. 

 

Walkup J, Wei W, Sambamoorthi U, Crystal S. Antidepressant Treatment and Adherence to Combination 

Antiretroviral Therapy among Patients with AIDS and Diagnosed Depression. Psychiatric Quarterly. 2008 

Mar;79(1):43-53. 
 

Helmer D, Sambamoorthi U, Rajan M, Tseng C, Pogach LM: Glycemic Control in Elderly Veterans with 

Diabetes: Individualized, not age-based.  Diabetes Care.  Jan 2008. 

 

Banerjea R, Sambamoorthi U, Smelson D, Pogach LM. Chronic Illness with Complexities: Mental illness and 

Substance Use among Veteran Clinic Users with Diabetes. Am J Drug Alcohol Abuse. 2007;33(6):807-21. 

 

Meduru P, Helmer D, Rajan M, Tseng CL, Pogach L, Sambamoorthi U. Chronic illness with complexity: 

implications for performance measurement of optimal glycemic control. J Gen Intern Med. 2007 Dec;22 Suppl 

3:408-18 

 

Tseng CL, Sambamoorthi U, Helmer D, Tiwari A, Rosen AK Rajan M, Pogach L. The association between 
mental health functioning and non-traumatic lower extremity amputations in veterans with diabetes.  General 

Hospital Psychiatry. 2007 Nov-Dec;29(6):537-46.  

 

Lucas JA, Levin CA, Lowe TJ, Robertson B, Akincigil A, Sambamoorthi U, Bilder S, Paek EK, Crystal S.  The 

Relationship Between Organizational Factors and Resident Satisfaction With Nursing Home Care and Life 

Journal of Aging and Social Policy, 2007; 19(2):125:151. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Chronic Physical and Mental Illness in Women Veterans (Principal Investigator, R01 ï VHA HSR&D); 2006 ï 

2009, Direct costs: $574,000 
 

Health Care Use, Outcomes, and Costs of Comorbid Depression and Diabetes (Principal Investigator, R01 ï VHA 

HSR&D);  2006 ï 2009; Direct costs: $479,900 
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Longitudinal Costs of Veterans with Diabetes (Co-Investigator, R01 ï VHA HSR&D, 2008 ï 2010., Direct Costs: 

$503,800 

 

Amputation Related Trends, Health Care Use, and Outcomes among Veterans (Co-PI, R01 ï VA HSR&D); 2005 

ï 2008, Direct costs: $473,100 

 
Co-occurring Medical and Mental Illness (PI: Usha Sambamoorthi ï R01 ï NIMH; 2008 ï 2012)  -- Pending. 

 

Changes in Overweight, Obesity and Health Care Use and Expenditures (PI: Usha Sambamoorthi, George Rust) ï 

R21 ï NIDDK: 2008 ï 2009 ï not funded 

 

Initial Lower Extremity Complications and Foot care in Elderly Medicare Beneficiaries with Diabetes (PI: Usha 

Sambamoorthi, Chin-lin Tseng) ï R01 NIH ï 2008 ï 2010 ï not funded 

 

Preventing HIV: Educating Youth of West Bengal ( Role: Co-Investigator) ï R15 NIH ï 2008 ï 2010 ï not funded 

 

Assessing Value of Glycemic Interventions among VHA Facilities ï (Role: Co-Investigator) ï VA HSR&D ï not 

funded 
 

Racial and Mental Health Disparities in Outcomes in Veterans with CKD ï (Role: Co-investigator) ï VA HSR&D 

ï not funded 

 

Tobacco Use And Experiences With Smoking Cessation Treatment Among VHA Clinic Users With Chronic 

Complex Illness ï Role (Co-Principal Investigator; Principal Investigator: David Smelson, PsyD) ï VA HSR&D ï 

not funded 
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Richard Serna, Ph.D. 
Phone: (781) 642-0027 

E-mail: Richard.Serna@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Associate Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Neuroscience, EK Shriver Center 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Dr. Serna investigates basic processes in discrimination learning with individuals who have severe intellectual 
disabilities and learning problems. His research also asks how such processes can be applied to individuals who 

fail to learn through traditional verbal and nonverbal discrimination training procedures. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Serna, R. W., & Perez-Gonzalez. L. A. (in press). Generalized contextual control of conditional discriminations 

and unreinforced conditional selection. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior 

2. Serna, R. W., Kledaras, J. B., Stoddard, L. T., & McIlvane, W. J. (in press). Assessing readiness of individuals 

with severe intellectual disabilities for computer-assisted instruction and behavioral evaluation. Tiempes de 

Psicologia. 

3. McIlvane, W. J., Serna, R. W., Dube, W. V., & Stromer, R. L. (1998). Stimulus control topography coherence 
and stimulus equivalence:  Reconciling test outcomes with theory. In J. Leslie & D. E. Blackman (eds.) Issues in 

experimental and applied analyses of human behavior.  Context Press: Reno. 

4. Serna, R. W., Oross, S., & Murphy, N. A. (1998). Nonverbal assessment of line-orientation in individuals with 

mental retardation. The Experimental Analysis of Human Behavior Bulletin. 

5. Dube, W. V. & Serna, R. W. (1998). Reevaluation of a programmed method to teach generalized identity 

matching. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 19, 347-379. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Level account has emerged to explain stimulus control development and transfer. As a consequence, the many 

successes and too-frequent failures of transfer-based teaching programs are only poorly understood. The research 

program will help in developing a general theoretical account of transfer, a general theory of stimulus control 
acquisition, and a more effective, better understood teaching technology for people with intellectual disabilities. 

The empirical foundation for the project derives from a series of methodological studies that have been conducted 

over the past five years, as well as other basic research studies, conducted in Shriver laboratories and others. Those 

methodological studies sought reliable procedures for teaching individuals with mental retardation to relate 

physically dissimilar stimuli (e.g., a picture and a corresponding printed word). The findings have clarified the 

nature of the problem we face and have led us to reconsider longstanding assumptions about stimulus control 

development and transfer. For example, do the gradual stimulus changes in transfer programs produce gradual 

changes in stimulus control or does transfer occur in a different manner than previously assumed? Are failures of 

programmed teaching procedures due to stimulus control transfer failures or merely to the wrong type of transfer? 

Are the variable outcomes of transfer procedures inevitable or can we develop a principled approach to reduce that 

variability? We believe that the theoretical and methodological foundation now exists to begin to answer these and 
other longstanding questions about stimulus control transfer and stimulus control development more generally. 

Answering those questions will advance not only theory but also our ability to teach people with intellectual 

disabilities more effectively. Research-to-practice studies are included to validate key principles and procedures in 

applied settings.  By understanding better the determinants of transfer, we hope to help remove barriers to effective 

instruction for many individuals with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities. 
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Ellen L. Sharenow, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 334-7595 

E-mail: ellen.sharenow@ummassmemorial.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  UMass Memorial Medical Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Improving quality of life in patients with psychological sequelae due to cancer diagnosis and treatment. 
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Tatyana Shteinlukht, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 334-2235 

E-mail: ShteinlT@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

UMass Memorial Medical Center, Adult psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Substance abuse in the elderly including tobacco, prescription drug and over-the-counter medications abuse 
and/or misuse. 

 

2. Electroconvulsive therapy in treatment-resistant mood and psychotic disorders in elderly. 

 

3.  Decision-making capacity in mentally ill elderly. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

One of my major interests is addressing prescription drug abuse and/or misuse and tobacco dependence in geriatric 

population through organizational change. I am also studying the response to ECT in treatment-resistant 

depression in elderly. Finally I study autonomy versus paternalism in decision-making in mentally ill elderly. 

 

Representative Publications: 

1.Ziedonis, D, Kolodziej, M, Seward, G, Smelson, D, Toomey-Doane A, Ekstrom, D, Ames, L, Shteinlukht,T: 

Central Massachusetts Addiction Consortium (CAM):  Creating Opportunities for Collaboration. Poster for 

Umass Psychiatry Research Day. 2007 

 

2. Shteinlukht, T, Zionist D. Substance abuse in elderly. Presentation @ UMass Boston Gerontology Institute, 
March 31, 2008 

 

3. Shteinlukht, T. Drug abuse/misuse in elderly. Manuscript in preparation.  

 

4. Shteinlukht TP: Geriatric Psychiatry Forensic Vignette/new Law & Geriatric Psychiatry seminar at UMass. 
Presentation at Massachusetts Psychiatric Society Geriatric Psychiatry Interest Group. March 28, 2007   

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Addressing tobacco dependence through organizational change (ATTOC) in community-based outpatient 

clinic settings. PI, Co-PI David Smelson, $ 75,000; application submitted to the VA, decision expected in 

May 2008 

 

2. Impact of Brevital vs Propofol use on seizure duration and use of antihypertensive medications during 

ECT. Co-PI with Dr. Rana Badr (unfunded). 
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David Smelson, Psy.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-3768 

E-mail: David.Smelson@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Professor of Psychiatry; Vice Chair of Clinical Research 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health 

Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Addiction  

2. Persistent mental illness  
3. Co-occurring disorders of substance abuse and mental illness  

 

Representative Publications: 

 

 Smelson, D. A., Ziedonis, D. M., Williams, J., Losonczy, M.F., Williams, J., & Kaune, M. (2004). A 

double blind placebo-controlled trial of risperidone for decreasing cue-elicited craving J Subst Abuse 

Treat. Jul;27(1):45-9. 

 Smelson, D.A., Losonczy, M., Castles-Fonseca, K., Stewart, P., Kaune, M., & Ziedonis, D. (2005). 

Preliminary Outcomes from a booster case management program for individuals with a co-occuring 

substance abuse and a persistent psychiatric disorder. Journal of Dual Diagnosis. 3(1) :47-59. 

 Smelson, D.A., Williams, J., Ziedonis, D.M., Losonczy, M.F., & Kaune, M. (2006). The efficacy of 
olanzapine for decreasing cue-elicited craving in individuals with schizophrenia and cocaine dependence: 

A preliminary report. Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology. Feb;26(1):9-12. 

 Ziedonis, D., Smelson, D., Rosenthal, R., Batki, S., Green, A., Henrey, R., Montoya, I., Parks, R., 

Weiss, R. (2005) Improving the Care of Individuals with Schizophrenia and Substance Abuse Disorders. 

Journal of Psychiatric Practice, 11(5): 1-25 

 Sussner, B., Smelson, D., Kline, A., Losonczy, M., Ziedonis, D. (2005). The validity and clinical 

utility of a brief measure of cocaine craving . Drug Alcohol Depend. 83(3) 233-237. 

 Smelson, D., Tunis, SL, Nyhuis, AW., Faries, DF., Kinon, BJ, Ascher-Svanum, H. (2006) Substance 

Use and Antipsychotic Treatment Discontinuation in a 1-Year Randomized Open Label Antipsychotic 

Trial for Schizophrenia. Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology . 26(6). 666-667. 

 Smelson, D.A., Williams, J., Ziedonis, D.M., Losonczy, M.F., & Kaune, M. (2006). The efficacy of 

olanzapine for decreasing cue-elicited craving in individuals with schizophrenia and cocaine dependence: 
A preliminary report. Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology. Feb;26(1):9-12. 

 Smelson, D.A., Losonczy, M., Ziedonis, D., Castles-Fonseca, K., & Kaune, M. (2007). Six month 

outcomes from a booster case management program for individuals with a co-occuring substance abuse 

and a persistent psychiatric disorder. European Journal of Psychiatry 21 (2): 143-152. 

 Salvatore, S., Smelson, D., Kline, A., Sussner, B., Deitz, E., Lee, C. (2007). Does cognition and 

impulsivity play a role in program violations in a federal prison substance abuse treatment facility; A 

preliminary report. Journal of Correctional Health Care. 13(4) 252-256. 

 Banerjea R, Sambamoorthi U, Smelson D, Pogach LM. Chronic Illness with Complexities: Mental 

Illness and Substance Use among Veteran Clinic Users with Diabetes. The American Journal of Drug and 

Alcohol Abuse; 33 807-821. 

 Fortuna, J. & Smelson, D.A.  (2008).  Phenomenology of Drug Craving.  Journal of Psychoactive Drugs.  
J Psychoactive Drugs. 2008 Sep;40(3):255-61.    

  Banerjea R., Sambamoorthi U., Smelson D., Pogach LM. (2008). Expenditures in Mental Illness 

and Substance Use among Veteran Clinic Users with Diabetes.  Journal of Behavioral Health Services & 

Research.  Jul;35(3):290-303.   

 

Banerjea R., Sambamoorthi U., Smelson D., Pogach LM. (2008)  Chronic illness with complexities: mental illness 

and substance use among Veteran clinic users with diabetes.  Am J Drug Alcohol Abuse.;33(6):807-21. 
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Callahan, L., Kline, A., Smelson, D., Losonczy, M. (2009).  The relationship between era served and Psychosocial 

needs among homeless veterans with mental health and Substance Abuse Disorders. In Press.  Journal of Dual 

Diagnosis. 

 

Marcia Valenstein, MD; Janet Kavanagh, MS; Todd Lee, PhD; Peter Reilly, RPh; Gregory W Dalack, MD; John 

Grabowski, MD; David Smelson, PsyD; David Ronis, PhD; Dara Ganoczy, MPH; Emily Woltmann, MSW; 
Tabitha Metreger, MS; Patricia Wolschon, MSW; Agnes Jensen, BS, CPhT ; Barb Poddig, PharmD; Frederic C 

Blow, PhD (2009).  Using a Pharmacy-Based Intervention to Improve Antipsychotic Adherence Among Patients 

with Serious Mental Illness.  In press.  Schizophrenia Bulletin.   

 

Banerjea R., Sambamoorthi U., Smelson D., Pogach LM. (2009)  Mental illness and Substance Use Disorders 

among Women Veterans with Diabetes.  In press.  Women's Health Issues. 

 

VA HSR&D Merit Review SDP 07-034 $897,755.  Title:  Telephone care coordination for smokers in mental 

health clinics.  PI Scott Sherman, CO-PI David Smelson  February 2008-October 1, 2011 

 

VA HSR& RRP 08-253 $75,000.  Title:  Addressing Tobacco Through Organizational Change in the Community 

Based outpatient Clinics.  PI Tatyana Sheinlukht, CO-PI David Smelson  March, 2008-March, 2010 
 

Health and Human Services-Center for Mental Health Services, Award SM 58804-01 Amount $2,168,071.  Title:  

MISSION Direct Vet.  PI: Deb Pinals, M.D.; Co-PI: David Smelson; Co-I: Carl Fulwiler, M.D., Ph.D., William 

Fisher, M.D., Al Grzinskis, J.D.  September, 2008- September 2013 

 

National Institute of Drug Abuse $780,000. Memantine-enhanced buprenorphine treatment for opioid dependent 

young adults.  PI: Gerardo Gonzales, CO-Investigators David Smelson, Carl Fulwiler, Gregg Digirolamo.  August, 

2009-September, 2012 

 

VA HSR&D RRP $100,000.  Title:  Supporting Education of OIF/OEF Veterans with Disabilities.  PI Marsha 

Ellison, Co-PI, David Smelsonò  May, 2009-June, 2010 
 

VA HSR&D Merit Review RRP $72,444.  Title:  Creating a VA Tobacco Control Implementation Research 

Collaborative.  PI Scott Sherman, CO-PI David Smelson July, 2009-July 2011 

 
Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Health and Human Services-Center for Substance Abuse Treatment # TI16576, Award Amount 
$1,968,071. Title: Maintaining Independence and Sobriety through Systems Integration, Outreach and 

networking:  The MISSION Program. PI David Smelson,  Co-PI Anna Kline, Co-I Douglas Ziedonis, 

Bradley Sussner, Miklos Losonczy. October 2004-September 2009 

2. VA HSR&D Merit Review Grant # IIR-020-145, Award Amount $686,909. Title: A Brief Community 

Linkage Intervention for Dually Diagnosed individuals. PI David Smelson, Co-Iôs Miklos Losonczy, 

Anna Kline, Bradley Sussner, Douglas Ziedonis, Fred Blow. February 2005-February 2009 

3. National Institute for Health Grant # R21 AT001350 Award Amount $586,063. Title:  Qigong Therapy 

for Treating Cocaine Addiction. PI David Smelson, Co-I Kevin Chen, Douglas Ziedonis, Anna 

Kline. June 2005-May 2009. 

4. National Institute of Health R03 DA020434-01 $155,500.  Cue-elicited Craving and Genetics in Cocaine 

Dependence. PI David Smelson, CO-Iôs Paul Manowitz, Jay Tishfield, Anna Kline, Paul Lehrer, Bradley 
Sussner, Doug Ziedonis. September 2005-October 2009. 
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Andrew R. Tapper, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8164 

E-mail : Andrew.tapper@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Brudnick Neuropsychiatric 

Research Institute  

Research Interests: 

 

The role of neuronal nicotinic acetylcholine receptors in addiction and Parkinsonôs disease.     

 

Research Summary: 
 

     Using a combination of genetic, behavioral, pharmacological, and electrophysiological approaches, my lab is 

interested in understanding the biology of neuronal nicotinic acetylcholine receptors in the central nervous system 

with a focus on their roles in addiction and other neurological disorders such as Parkinsonôs disease.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Tapper AR, McKinney SL, Nashmi R, Schwarz J, Deshpande P, Labarca C, Whiteaker P, Marks MJ, Collins AC, 

Lester HA.  Nicotine activation of 4* receptors: sufficient for reward, tolerance and sensitization.  Science.  
2004; 306:  1029-1032.  

 

Tapper AR

mice account for tolerance to both hypothermia and locomotor suppression in wild-type mice.  Physiol Genomics. 
2007 Nov 14;31(3):422-8. Epub 2007 Aug 21. 

 

Schroeder FA, Penta KL, Matevossian A, Jones SR, Konradi C, Tapper AR, and Akbarian S.  Drug-induced 

activation of dopamine D1 receptor signaling and inhibition of class I/II histone deacetylase induces chromatin 

remodeling in reward circuitry and modulates cocaine-related behaviors. Neuropsychopharmacology.  2008 Feb 

20; [Epub ahead of print] 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1.  To understand if a common addiction pathway underlies nicotine addiction and alcoholism.  

 
2.  To determine if the same nicotinic receptors that initiate nicotine dependence are also necessary for the 

reinforcing effects of alcohol.  

 

3.  To determine the role nicotinic acetylcholine receptors play in Parkinsonian symptoms. 

 

4.  We have several ongoing projects in collaboration with the Gardner laboratory to understand how nicotinic 

receptors are regulated in response to chronic nicotine exposure and in various disease states.  

 

Funding: 

National Institutes of Health, NINDS, R01, " Nicotinic-dopamine receptor interaction in a novel Parkinsonian 

mouse model.", 2008-2012. 
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Subha Thiagarajan, M.D. 
Phone: (978) 665-5860 
E-mail: sthiagaraj@aol.com 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School; Health Alliance 

 

Research Interest: 

 

First episode schizophrenia; early diagnosis and treatment 

 

Research Summary: 

 

CIDAR Project with Robert McCarley, MD, Larry Seidman, MD, Harvard Medical School, Jay Patel, MD, UMass 
Medical School.   

Prodromal, first episode and chronic schizophrenia, changes in fMRI, genetics, neuropsychosocial 

testing, hormonal and autopsy findings 
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Chad Tillbrook, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 368-3441 

E-mail: Chad.Tillbrook@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Law and Psychiatry; Worcester State Hospital 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Criminal and civil forensic assessment, service delivery, and policy 
2. Development of forensic assessment instruments 

3. Malingering and violence risk assessment 

4. Professionalsô fear of litigation and ethical complaints 

 

Research Summary: 

 

My research interests are in criminal and civil forensic mental health assessment and have included investigations 

of competence to stand trial, malingering, and violence risk assessment. Recently, my objectives are (1) to 

understand better mentally retarded defendants who enter the criminal justice system and the impact their 

limitations have on their ability to proceed to trial, (2) to develop a competence to proceed instrument, and related 

measures, sensitive to the assessment of individuals with mental retardation, and (3) to use these findings to 
develop specialized guidelines and training modules for authorities in the criminal justice system. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Rogers, R., Tillbrook, C. E., & Sewell, K. W. (2004). Evaluation of Competency to Stand Trial ï Revised 

(ECST-R) and Professional Manual. Psychological Assessment Resources, Lutz, FL. 

2. Pinals, D. A., Tillbrook, C. E., & Mumley, D. L. (2006). Practical Application of the MacArthur Competence 

Assessment ToolðCriminal Adjudication (MacCAT-CA) in a Public Sector Forensic Setting. Journal of the 

American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, 34, 179-188. 

3. Pinals, D. A., Tillbrook, C. E., & Mumley, D. L. (2007). Violence risk assessment. In F. M. Saleh, A. J. 

Grudzinskas, J. M. Bradford, & D. Brodsky (Eds.), Sex offenders: Identification, risk assessment, treatment and 

legal issues. New York: Oxford University Press.  
4. Viljoen, J. L., Odgers, C., Grisso, T., & Tillbrook, C. (2007). Teaching adolescents and adults about 

adjudicative proceedings: A comparison of pre- and post-teaching scores on the MacCAT-CA. Law and Human 

Behavior, 31, 419-432. 
 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Development of a CST (competence to stand trial) Measure for those Individuals with Mental Retardation. 

Creating a competence to stand trial measure with assistance and resources from E.K. Shriver Center, 

Massachusettsô Department of Mental Retardation, and Vanderbilt University School of Medicine. Scales 

assessing understanding, reasoning, and decision-making are being developed, as well as acquiescence, 

suggestibility, malingering cognitive impairment, and developmental immaturity. 
 

2. Approaches to the Assessment of Cognitive Dissimulation. Creating a clinical typology capturing those 

individuals who dissimulate cognitive impairments (e.g., malingering and defensiveness) in an effort to develop 

recommended approaches from ñbest clinical practiceò and ñneed for researchò perspectives. 

 

3. Education and Restoration in CST Evaluations. Empirically assessing the significance of learning and education 

in the midst of competence to stand trial evaluations, and examining the legal and ethical concerns of professionals 

that do so. 
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 Joseph Tonkonogy, M.D. 
Phone: (508) 616-9013 

E-mail: jtonkonogy@charter.net 

 

Academic Role: Clinical Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School 

 

Research Interest: 

 

Neuropsychiatric and neuropsychological aspects of psychiatric illnesses 

 

Research Summary: 
 

 Clinico-anatomical aspects of cognitive impairments, especially mild cognitive disturbances 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

Tonkonogy J and Puente A. Localization of Clinical Syndromes in Neuropsychology and Neuroscience. 2009,  

Springer Publishing Company, 846 pages. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Translation and publication in Russian my test ñThe Brief Neuropsychological Cognitive  Examination.ò 
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Rosalie A. Torres Stone, Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 856-8692  

E-mail: Rosalie.torresstone@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

Multicultural Competency Workgroup Director for the Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: University of Massachusetts Medical School 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Co-occurring Psychiatric Disorders and Employment;  

Co-occurring Physical and Mental health and Wellness;  
Social Inequality;  

Race and Ethnicity;  

Acculturation and Mental Health;  

Cultural Sensitivity and Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Summary: 

 

My empirical work on substance use and mental health disparities extends existing conceptual frameworks by 

including culturally-specific factors in examining mental health-related and substance abuse outcomes for 

Latinos/as.  My long-term goal is to identify the factors that influence the progression to optimal employment for 

transition age Latino youth and adults with severe psychiatric and substance use co-morbidity.  

 

Representative Publications: 

 

 

Berdahl, Terceira and Rosalie A. Torres Stone (2009). ñExplaining Latino disparities in mental healthcare use: 

The role of acculturation and attitudes towards healthcare.ò Journal of Community Mental Health 45(5):393-403. 

 

Wheeler, Angela and Rosalie A. Torres Stone. (2009) ñExploring Stress and Coping Strategies Among National 

Guard Spouses During Times of Deployment.ò Armed Forces and Society in press.  

 

Shteinlukht, Tatyana, Rosalie A. Torres Stone, and Usha Samboorthi. 2009. ñCo-occurring mental and physical 

disorders among the elderly.òAmerican Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry (supplement).  
 

Berdahl, Terceira, Jim Kirby, Rosalie A. Torres Stone. (2007). ñEthnicity based gaps in healthcare access and 

utilization: An analysis of Latino subgroups.ò Medical Care 45(7):647-54  

Torres Stone, Rosalie A. and Deanna Meyler (2007). ñIdentifying potential risk and protective factors 

among rural Latino youth: Cultural implications for substance use research.ò Journal of Immigrant and 

Minority Health, 9: 95-107. 

 

Crocket, Lisa J., Maria I. Iturbide, Rosalie A. Torres Stone, Meredith McGinley, Gustavo Carlo and Marcela 

Raffaelli (2007). ñAcculturative Stress, Social Support, and Coping: Relations to Psychological Adjustment among 

Mexican American College Students.ò Cultural Diversity & Ethnic Minority Psychology 13(4): 347ï355.  

 
Raffaelli, Marcela, Rosalie A. Torres Stone, Maria I. Iturbide, Meredith McGinley, Lisa J. Crockett, Gustavo 

Carlo. (2007). Acculturation, Gender, and Alcohol Use among Mexican American College Students. Addictive 

Behaviors (32): 2187-2199. 

 

Tyler, Kimberly A., Rosalie A. Torres Stone, Bianca Bersani. Examining the Changing Influence of Predictors on 

Adolescent Alcohol Misuse. Journal of Child & Adolescent Substance Abuse 16(2): 95-115. 
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Torres Stone, Rosalie A., Les Whitbeck, Xiaojin Chen, Kurt Johnson and Debbie Martinez Olson (2006).  

Traditional Practices, Traditional Spirituality and Alcohol Cessation among American Indians. The Journal of 

Studies on Alcohol, 67(2): 236-244. 

 

Torres Stone, Rosalie A., Fernando Rivera and Terceira Berdahl (2004). Predictors of Depression among Non-

Hispanic Whites, Mexicans and Puerto Ricans: A Look at Race/Ethnicity as a Reflection of Social Relations. Race 
and Society, 7(2): 79-94. 

 

 

 

 

Funding Information:  

 

Rosalie A. Torres Stone (Role: PI) ($169,249), ñAppealing Features of Vocational Supports for Latino and non-

Latino Transition Age Youth and Young Adultsò (2009-2011) funded by The National Institute on Disability and 

Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR). The Learning and Working During the Transition to Adulthood Research and 

Training Center. PI: Maryann Davis, Co-PIs: Marsha Ellison and Charles Lidz (2009-2014).  

Rosalie A. Torres Stone (Role: Co-I). ñSupported Education for OIF/OEF Veterans with Disabilitiesò (2009-2011) 
funded by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Veterans Health Administration.Health Services Research and 

Development Quality Enhancement ($100,000/yr, 2 years). PI: Marsha Ellison..   

Rosalie A. Torres Stone (Role: Co-PI).  ñSubstance Abuse and Mental Health Among Rural Latino Adolescentsò  

Funded by the Tobacco Settlement Funds for Biomedical Research ($58,000). PI: Dan Hoyt 
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Peter F. Toscano, Jr., Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 767-7460 

E-mail: ptoscano@assumption.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: UMass Memorial Medical Center, Outpatient Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Child abuse and neglect  

Adoption 

Depression and anxiety in children and adolescents 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

Relationship between external and internal symptoms in childrenôs presentations 
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Tuong Q. Tran, M.D. 

Phone: (617) 626-9060 

E-mail:   david.tran@dmh.state.ma.us 

 

Academic Role: Lecturer 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Quincy Mental Health Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Pharmacological treatments of patients with alcohol dependence disorder. 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Retroactive chart review of patients treated at a community in-patient mental health center regarding the practice 

of offering Antabuse, Revia, Campral, or Topomax to patients diagnosed with alcohol dependence disorder. 
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Gina Vincent, Ph.D. 
Phone:(508) 856-8727 

E-mail: Gina.Vincent@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

University of Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. The development and assessment of psychopathy and mental disorders in child and adolescent offenders 
2. Risk assessment for violence, sexual violence, and serious offending among adult and youth offender, civil 

psychiatric, and forensic populations 

3. Application of Item Response Theory methods to psychological assessments 

 

Research Summary: 

 

I have specialized interests in both juvenile justice and adult offender populations, particularly with respect to 

policy research, violence risk assessment, psychopathic personality disorder, and test construction and item 

response theory. My main goals pertain to the fair accurate assessment of psychopathy in youth and female 

offenders, the early identification and prevention of psychopathic personality disorder, and the assessment and 

treatment of sex offenders 

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Vincent, G. M., Vitacco, M. J., Grisso, T., & Corrado, R. R. (2003). Subtypes of adolescent offenders: Affective 

traits and antisocial behavior patterns. Juvenile Psychopathy [Special Issue]. Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 21, 

695-712. 

 

2. Grisso, T., Vincent, G. M., & Seagrave, D. [Eds.] (2005). Mental Health Screening and Assessment for Juvenile 

Justice. New York: Guilford Press. 

 

3. Vincent, G. M. (2006). Psychopathy and violence risk assessment in youth. Child Psychiatric Clinics of North 

America, 15(2), 407-428. 
 

4. Vincent, G. M., Maney, Shannon, & Hart, S. D. (in press). The Use of Actuarial Risk Assessment Instruments 

With Sex Offenders. In F. Saleh, A. Grudzinskas, J. Bradford, & D. Brodsky (Eds.), Sex offenders: A multi-

disciplinary approach to risk assessment, treatment, and litigation. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

5. Vincent, G. M., Grisso, T., Terry, A., Banks, S. (in press).  Gender and Race Differences in Mental Health 

Symptoms in Juvenile Justice.  Journal of American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. National Youth Screening Assistance Project - National Resource Bank for the Models for Change Project: (Co-
Director; PI: Grisso, Ph.D.), John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.  A project to influence and measure 

systemic change in the juvenile justice systems of four states; including, implementation and validation of risk 

assessment for violent and serious delinquency, mental health screening in juvenile detention, and training in 

procedures for assessing juvenilesô adjudicative competence. 

 

2. Psychopathy and Treatment Outcomes in Forensic Psychiatric Patients: (Co-PI w/Ira Packer, Ph.D.), 

Commonwealth Medicine.  A Pilot Study ï A short-term longitudinal study to determine how the three factors of 

the psychopathic personality relate to areas of institutional maladjustment and decreases in risk for violence among 

forensic psychiatric patients in Massachusetts. 
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3. Risk/Needs Assessments for Delinquency: Validation and Implementation Study: (Principal Investigator), John 

D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. A study to validate and evaluate the use of risk/needs assessment tools 

to be used for disposition, placement, and service decisions for adjudicated youths and processing and service 

decisions for status offenders involved in the juvenile justice systems in three states.  
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Lee E. Vorderer, M.Ed. 
Phone: (781) 642-0100 

E-mail: lee.vorderer@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Instructor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations :  Eunice Kennedy Shriver Center 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Public policy 
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Amy Wachholtz, PhD  
Phone: (508) 334-2164 

E-mail: amy.wachholtz@umassmemorial.org 

 

Academic Role: Assistant  Professor of Psychiatry 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  Psychosomatic Medicine Service, Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

Chronic pain, spirituality/religion issues in medical illness/injury, coping with medical illness/injury, links 

between pain and opioid addiction 

 

Research Summary: 
My research explores the interface between psychology and medicine in an attempt to remove the remnants of 

Cartesian dualism from the health sciences.  My research largely focuses on management of health issues through 

psycho-social interventions.  One major line of research is exploring how patients use their religious/spiritual faith 

to cope with health issues, such as chronic pain.   Additionally, I explore interventions to address chronic pain, and 

links between chronic pain and opioid addiction.  Another research area is looking at how individuals cope with 

major injuries, chronic illness, or life limiting illness.  While these are my primary lines of research, I am 

interested in a variety of areas that link to health/medical psychology.  

 

Representative Publications: 

Wachholtz, A. & Makowski, S. (2010, anticipated).  Pain vs. Suffering at the End of Life.  In RJ Moore 
(ed)  Handbook of Pain and Palliative Care: Biobehavioral Approaches for the Life Course.  NY: Springer. 

 

Wachholtz, A.B. & Pearce, M.J. (2010, anticipated).  Shaking the Blues Away: Energizing spiritual 
practices and the treatment of chronic pain.  In T.G. Plante (ed): Contemplative Practices in Action: 

Diverse Paths for Well Being, Wisdom, and Healing. Westport, CT: Praeger/Greenwood Publishers.  

 

Wachholtz, A.B., Binks, M., Suzuki, A., Kolotkin, R., & Eisenson, H. (in press).  Does pain predict 
interference with activities of daily living in an obese residential treatment seeking population?  

International Journal of Behavioral Medicine. 

 
Suzuki, A., Binks, M., Sha, R., Wachholtz, A., Eisenson, H., & Diehl, A. (in press). Serum 

Aminotranferase changes with significant weight loss:  Gender and age effects.  Metabolism. 

 

Wachholtz, A.B., Binks, M., Suzuki, A., & Eisenson, H. (2009).  Sleep Disturbance and Pain in an Obese 
Residential Treatment Seeking Population. Clinical Journal of Pain, 25 (7), 584-589.  

 

OôConnell-Edwards, C., Edwards, C.L., Pearce, M., Wachholtz, A.B., Wood., M., et al. (2009). 
Religious Coping and Pain Associated With Sickle Cell Disease: Exploration of a Non-linear Model. 

Journal of African American Studies, 13, 1-13. 

 
Wachholtz, A.B. & Pargament, K.I.  (2008). The effect of meditation orientation and content on 

migraineurs.  Journal of Behavioral Medicine, 31, 355-361. 

 

Wachholtz, A.B., Pearce, M., & Koenig, H. (2007).  Exploring the relationship between spirituality, 
coping, and pain: Past research and future directions.  Journal of Behavioral Medicine, 30, 311-318. 

 

Pargament, K.I., Ano, G., & Wachholtz, A.B. (2005). Religion and Coping.  In R. Paloutzian & C. Park 
(eds) The Handbook of the Psychology of Religion.  New York: Guilford Press. 

 

mailto:amy.wachholtz@umassmemorial.org
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Pargament, K.I., Tarakeshwar, N., McCarthy, S., Wachholtz, A., Shaw, P., Ano, G., Sirrine, N., 

Phillips, K., & Vasconcelles, E. (2004).  From research to practice: Developing a group psychospiritual 
intervention for women facing HIV/AIDS.  Southern Medical Journal, 97, 1201-1209. 
 

Ongoing Projects: 

 The Influence of Religion and Spirituality on Alcohol Use among Emerging Adults  

 Meditation and Migraine headaches intervention 

 Comparing secular and spiritual meditation interventions on migraine frequency, severity, and duration in 

Veterans 

 Use of prayer in the US from 2002 to 2007 in coping with chronic illness and pain 
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Melodie Wenz-Goss, M.Ed., Ph.D. 
Phone: (508) 793-5377 

E-mail: Melodie.Wenzgross@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Research Assistant Professor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: 

 

Communities of Care, Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

1. Child and adolescent mental health and adjustment 
2. Intervention research and evaluation 

3. Child social development 

4. Family and school contexts 

 

Research Summary: 

 

Involved in evaluating intervention models for children and youth with emotional/behavioral disorders and their 

families in community settings. Currently direct the evaluation of a system of care model for youth with Serious 

Emotional Disturbances at risk of juvenile justice involvement; Co-PI on an NIMH funded primary prevention 

project in preschools; and consult on the evaluation of a mental health consultation model in preschool settings for 

children with severe emotional/behavioral problems at risk of expulsion. Previously, directed a line of research, 
both cross-sectional and longitudinal, looking at stress, social support and adjustment in early adolescents with and 

without learning disabilities. This provided a basis for the development and evaluation of an intervention and 

publication of a curriculum to help ease the transition into middle school for all students.   

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1. Levison-Johnson, J., & Wenz-Gross, M. (2009). From complexity to reality: Providing useful frameworks for 

defining systems of care. Evaluation and Program Planning, in press. 

2. Upshur, C., Wenz-Gross, M., & Reed, G. (2009). A pilot study of early childhood mental health consultation for 

children with behavioral problems in preschool. Early Childhood Research Quarterly 24 29ï45 

3. Wenz-Gross, M., Anderson, K.L., Parker, R.C., OôMeara, A., Carreiro King, I. (2002). Moving to Middle 

School: Life Skills and Coping Skills for Successful Student Transition. Austin TX: Pro-Ed Publishing. 
4. Wenz-Gross, M. & Siperstein G.N. (1998). Students with learning problems at risk in middle school: Stress, 

social support, and adjustment. Exceptional Children, 65, 91-100. 

5. Wenz-Gross, M., & Siperstein, G. N. (1997). Importance of social support in the adjustment of children with 

learning problems. Exceptional Children, 63 (2), 183-193. 

6. Wenz-Gross, M., Siperstein, G. N., Untch, A. S. & Widaman, K. (1997). Stress, social support and adjustment 

of adolescents in middle school. Journal of Early Adolescence, 17 (2), 129-151. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 

1. Central Massachusetts Communities of Care: Director of Evaluation. Central Massachusetts Communities of 

Care is a System of Care for youth with severe emotional disturbance and their families. 
 

2. KidSteps: Co-PI; NIMH-funded grant to implement and evaluate a primary prevention intervention in preschool 

to decrease behavioral problems and increase social skills.  

 

3. Together for Kids Project: Research Consultant: Together for Kids is an intervention utilizing a mental health 

consultation model for preschoolers with severe behavior problems. 
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Valerie F. Williams, M.S. 
Phone: (508) 856-8081 

E-mail: ValerieWilliams@umassmed.edu 

 

Academic Role: Research Instructor 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations: Center for Mental Health Services Research 

 

Research Interests: 

 

The use of statistical methods in evaluative research 

Homelessness and housing 

Service system integration 
Trauma 

Ethical issues in behavioral research 

 

Research Summary: 

 

My research spans the domains of mental health and substance abuse within both the adult and child systems, with 

specific focus on homelessness and housing, service system integration, and the mental health needs of youth in 

the juvenile justice system. 

 

Representative Publications: 

 
Banks, S., McHugo, G., Williams, V. F., Drake, R. E., & Shinn, M. B. (2002).  A Prospective Meta-Analytic 

Approach in a Multisite Study of Homelessness Prevention. In J. Herrell and R. Straw, eds., Conducting Multiple 

Site Evaluations in Real-World Settings. New Directions for Evaluation,94;45-59. 

 

LeBourgeois, H. W., Pinals, D. A., Williams, V. F., & Appelbaum, P. S. (2007). Hindsight Bias Among 

Psychiatrists. Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law. 35:67-73. 

 

Nicholson, J, Finkelstein, N, Williams, V., Thom, J, Noether, C., & DeVilbiss, M. (2006).  A Comparison of 

Mothers with Co-occurring Disorders and Histories of Violence Living with or Separated from Minor Children.  

Journal of Behavioral Health Services Research. 33(2):225-243. 

 

Sacks, J. Y., Drake, R. E., Williams, V. F., Banks, S. M., & Herrell, J. (2003).  Utility of the Time-Line Follow-
Back to assess substance use among homeless adults. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease. 191(3):145-153. 

 

Tsemberis, S., McHugo, G., Williams, V., Hanrahan, P., & Stefanic, A. (2007). Measuring Homelessness and 

Residential Stability:  The Residential Time-Line Follow-Back Inventory. Journal of Community Psychology. 

35(1):29-42. 

 

Weinreb, L., Buckner, J., Williams, V., & Nicholson, J. (2006). A Comparison of Homeless Mothers in Worcester, 

Massachusetts:  1993 vs. 2003.  American Journal of Public Health. 96 (8):1-5. 

 

Ongoing Projects: 

 
Family Options Project--Joanne Nicholson, Ph.D, PI       

The goal of this project is to develop and implement research strategies for testing an innovative family 

wraparound care management model for parents with mental illness and their children. We are assessing the 

implementation process, given the essential paradigm shift from the provision of services for individual adult 

clients to families living with mental illness at Employment Options, Inc., and comparing outcomes over a 12-

month period for intervention participations with those of a comparison group of families recruited in Northern 

Worcester County. 

 

National Youth Screening Assistance Project--Models for Change Initiative --Thomas Grisso, Ph.D., PI 
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The goal of this project is to provide focused and integrated assistance to the Foundationôs juvenile justice Models 

of Change initiative in the four states targeted by this initiative, offering special assistance for improving youthsô 

access to mental health services.  This project also includes a research component, the goal of which is to collect 

data on behavior management indicators from participating juvenile detention centers pre- and post- MAYSI-2 

implementation. 

 

Grant Information:  

 

Family Options Project--AstraZeneca 

National Youth Screening Assistance Project--Models for Change Initiative-- The John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation 
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Douglas M. Ziedonis, M.D., M.P.H. 
Phone: 508-856-3066 

E-mail: ZiedoniD@ummhc.org 

 

Academic Role: Professor and Chairman 

 

UMass Program/Service Affiliations:  University of Massachusetts Medical School, Department of Psychiatry 

 

Research Interests: 

 

Co-occurring mental illness and addiction  

 Depression and addiction 

Schizophrenia and addiction 
 Tobacco dependence and psychiatric disorders 

 

Health Services Research in Addiction Psychiatry  

Organizational Change Research 

 

Behavioral Therapy Development Research, including motivational enhancement therapy and dual recovery 

therapy 

 

Alternative and Complementary approaches for Addiction Treatment 

 

Research Summary: 
 

Dr. Ziedonisô program of research focuses on better understanding and treating co-occurring addiction and mental 

illness.  This area of research is extremely relevant to community psychiatrists and addiction specialists, and yet 

there remain important gaps in the research literature to help guide clinicians. His research methodologies have 

included clinical epidemiology, clinical trials, behavioral therapy development, and health services research 

strategies. His research group has found that mental illness and addiction commonly co-occur and the combination 

results in worse prognosis, treatment compliance, and outcomes compared to either disorder alone. His early 

research and clinical work helped him to appreciate the complexity of this broad category of patients (originally 

labeled ñdual diagnosisò by the field), and to identify and study important prognostic factors including the specific 

combination of disorders (i.e. schizophrenia and cocaine addiction), motivational level for change, severity of 

cravings, and treatment setting.  His research work is done in several clinical settings, including mental health, 

addiction, emergency room, medical / cancer programs, and community-based programs.  One important area of 
Dr. Ziedonisô psychosocial research has been to evaluate the prognostic factor of motivation and co-morbid mental 

illness in effecting treatment outcomes.  

     A major focus of his research work has been to develop and evaluate new innovative psychosocial and 

pharmacological treatment approaches for specific subtypes of co-occurring disorders. His work has led to new 

research efforts using his Dual Recovery therapy model in other treatment settings and populations.  In addition, 

these psychosocial treatments have been integrated into his federally funded research includes studies of 

organizational change to develop and test program and system models and interventions, in a hope to also study 

the adoption of evidence-based practice through psychosocial treatments and organizational change. The research 

projects have resulted in about twelve clinician-user manuals to be used in training and promoting science to 

service. He has also been able to facilitate science to service through developing outstanding partnerships with 

community-based treatment programs, including through the NIDA Clinical Trials Network. 
     His current NIH funding includes studying the adoption of evidence-based practice into mental health and 

addiction treatment settings. His current research includes developing and evaluating the integration of behavioral 

therapies and organizational change interventions. He is analyzing his MET study, evaluating the effectiveness of 

adapting motivational enhancement therapy for poly-drug addiction, including co-morbid mental illness.  His 

TANS study evalutes the effectiveness of having mental health clinicians learn smoking cessation treatment (two 

new models) and compares the relative effectiveness of the two approaches for patients with schizophrenia.  

Another study is evaluating his organizational change model (Addressing Tobacco Through Organizational 

Change) in addiction treatment settings.  He has recently completed his SAMHSA KDA study that developed and 



141 

 

tested two different program models to better address co-occurring disorders in community based treatment 

settings (Consultant versus Fully Integrated Models).   

     A major area of his own research expertise has been schizophrenia and tobacco addiction, where he has been a 

national leader on the topic. His early work in this area found high rates of nicotine use among schizophrenics 

(>70%), that heavy cigarette smoking is associated with other drug abuse, smoking patients require higher 

medication doses, and smoking patients have more positive symptoms and fewer negative symptoms than non-
smokers. New research initiatives focus on improving access to treatment and treatment outcomes in tobacco 

dependence. These findings led to new research initiatives for him and junior faculty members.  He has been the 

primary mentor for several faculty who are now national and international leaders on this topic.    

 

Representative Publications: 

 

1.     Krejci, J., Steinberg, M.L., and Ziedonis, D.M.  Smoking status and substance abuse severity in a 

residential treatment sample. Drug and Alcohol Dependence 72, 249-254, 2003.  

2.     Ziedonis, D.M. Williams, J.M. Smelson, D.A. Serious Mental Illness and Tobacco Addiction: A 

Model Program to Address this Common but Neglected Issue.  American Journal of the Medical 

Sciences 326(4):223-30, 2003. 

3.     Steinberg, M.L., Ziedonis, D.M., Krejci, J.A., and Brandon, T.H.  Motivational Interviewing With 
Personalized Feedback: A Brief Intervention for Motivating Smokers with Schizophrenia To Seek 

Treatment for Tobacco Dependence.  Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 72(4):723-728, 

2004. 

4.     Williams J.M., Ziedonis D.M., Foulds J. Case Series of Nicotine Nasal Spray in the Combination 

Treatment of Tobacco Dependence among Patients with Schizophrenia. Psychiatric Services 

55(9):1064-1066, 2004.  

5.     Steinberg, M.L., Williams, J.M., and Ziedonis, D.M.  Financial Implications of Cigarette Smoking 

Among Individuals with Schizophrenia.  Tobacco Control 13(2):206, 2004.   

6.     Ziedonis, D.M. Integrated treatment of co-occurring mental illness and addiction: clinical 

intervention, program, and system perspectives. CNS Spectrum 9(12):892-904, 925, 2004.  

7.     Steinberg, M.L., Williams, J.M., Steinberg, H.R., Krejci, J.A., Ziedonis, D.M.  Applicability of the 
Fagerström Test for Nicotine Dependence in Smokers with Schizophrenia.  Addictive Behaviors 

30(1):49-59, 2005.  

8.     Boudreaux, E.D., Baumann, B.M., Friedman, K., Ziedonis, D.M. Smoking Stage of Change and 

Interest in an Emergency Department-based Intervention. Academic Emergency Medicine 12(3):211-

8, 2005.  

9.     Mordan, E., Weeks, A., Geffrard, M., Baumann, B.M., Camargo, C.A., Jr., Ziedonis, D.M., 

Boudreaux, E.D. Expired carbon monoxide validation of self-reported smoking among ED patients. 

Academic Emergency Medicine 12(5):45, 2005. 

10.  Williams, J.M., Foulds, J., Dwyer, M., Order-Connors, B., Springer, M., Gadde, P., Ziedonis, D.M.  

The Integration of Tobacco Dependence Treatment into Residential Addictions Treatment in New 

Jersey. Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment 28:331ï340, 2005. 

11.  Boudreaux, E.D., Baumann, B.M., Camargo, C.A., Foulds, J., Ziedonis, D.M. Smoking among adult 
emergency department patients: Abstinence and stage of change one month post-visit. Annals of 

Behavioral Medicine 29S:29, 2005. 

12.  Walters, S.T., Matson, S.A., Baer, J.S., Ziedonis, D.M. Effectiveness of workshop training for 

psychosocial addiction treatments: A systematic review. Journal Substance Abuse Treatment 

29(4):283-93, 2005. 

13.  Ziedonis, D.M., Smelson, D.A., Rosenthal, R.N., Batki, S.L., Green, A.I., Henry, R.J., Montoya, I., 

Parks, J., Weiss, R.D.  Improving the care of individuals with schizophrenia and substance use 
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