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FORM PGSP04: LAB ROTATION AGREEMENT SPRING SESSION

INSTRUCTIONS:  Return completed form to the Graduate School office by 2/1/2012.  

	ROTATION DATES 
SPRING SESSION: 2/1/12 – 5/31/12 - 2 Credits

	
	Name (Please Print)
	Signature
	Date

	Student 
	     
	
	     

	Faculty Name
	     
	
	     

	Please indicate in which building  your rotation lab is located: 

	|_| School
	|_| LRB
	|_| Biotech2
	|_| Biotech3
	|_| Biotech4
	|_| Biotech5
	|_| BNRI
	|_| OTHER:      

	Faculty Instructions:  Please review and answer the following statements

	|_| Yes
	|_| No
	I have discussed whether there are openings for thesis research in my lab as of 09/01/11

	|_| Yes
	|_| No
	Will the student being engaged in research involving vertebrate animals?
If yes, the student must complete the GSBS course  BBS704, Animal Subjects Research

	|_| Yes
	|_| No
	Will the student being engaged in research involving human subjects? 
If yes, the student must complete the BBS703, Human Subjects Research


Laboratory rotations are an important part of the graduate program, giving students the opportunity to experience different research projects and allowing the faculty to assess the interests and aptitude of the students.  To facilitate and optimize the rotation experience for both the student and the faculty, it is important that they meet prior to the start of the rotation to discuss expectations, goals, requirements and laboratory guidelines. 
The Laboratory Rotation Faculty must provide students with an explanation of the rotation projects, their goals, and an estimation of the time commitment prior to the start of the rotation.  Rotations shall be taken only with GSBS full faculty members.  The rotation should be considered equivalent to a course with a similar commitment from both student and faculty.
Pursuant to the University of Massachusetts Intellectual Property policy (DOC. T96-040; http://www.umassmed.edu/uploadedfiles/Intellectual_Property_UMW.doc) laboratory data and laboratory notebooks (classified as non-exempted scholarly work) remain the property of the University of Massachusetts Medical School.

	For GSBS Office Use 

	Registration Information – Early Fall 2010

	Class #
	Course #:  BBS550
	Description: PGSP Lab Rotation
	# of Credits:    
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	 Registrar

	
	 GSBS Student File

	GSBS Staff:
	Date:
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Laboratory Rotations
Laboratory Rotations are short periods of research experience under the direction of faculty and are intended to familiarize students with the principles of scientific enquiry and the concepts and techniques of several scientific fields.  Rotations present an opportunity for students to experience a laboratory environment and to assess the suitability of various laboratories for his/her long-range goals.  They allow faculty to observe and evaluate the research aptitudes of students and permit students to evaluate the types of projects that might develop into dissertation projects.
Faculty must provide students with an explanation of the rotation projects and goals, and an estimation of the time commitment prior to the start of the rotation.  Rotations may only be taken with GSBS Full Faculty members.  
The rotation should be considered equivalent to a course with a similar commitment from both student and faculty.  
[bookmark: _Toc164144066][bookmark: _Toc164144421][bookmark: _Toc164145521]Laboratory Rotation Criteria
· Students must rotate in two different labs prior to selecting an Advisor for their PGSP year project. 
· Students select rotation choices with the assistance of the Associate Dean.
· Upon completion of the Laboratory Rotation, the student must provide the Laboratory Rotation faculty advisor (graduate faculty sponsoring the student’s rotation) and research group with a written report or an oral presentation of the rotation research.  The selection of written or oral presentation shall be at the discretion of the faculty advisor.
· The written report is presented to the laboratory faculty advisor for approval.  The written report shall be a two-page summary of the research project.  The report will include the rationale for the research, the experimental approaches used, the results obtained and the student’s interpretation of the results.  Primary data, figures, tables etc. are not expected.  
· The oral presentation shall be of the “laboratory meeting” format.  The oral presentation shall include the rationale for the research, the experimental approaches used, the results obtained, and the student’s interpretation of the results.  Primary data, figures, tables etc. ARE expected in the oral presentation.  Graduate Program Directors and/or Laboratory Rotation faculty advisors maintain responsibility for organizing oral presentations.  A copy of the presentation (paper or electronic as preferred by the Advisor) shall be submitted to the Advisor.
· Upon completion of these requirements, the Laboratory Rotation faculty advisor will complete a Research Course Evaluation form and discuss with the student the evaluation of the student’s performance in the laboratory.  After the meeting, the evaluation form will be forwarded to the GSBS office for review, recording of grade and placement in the student’s file.  The student will be provided a copy of the evaluation.  
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