TO:                     University of Massachusetts Medical School Faculty & Staff

FROM:               Terence R. Flotte, MD, Dean, School of Medicine, Provost and Executive
 Deputy Chancellor, University of Massachusetts Medical School

DATE:                 October 9, 2009
SUBJECT:            H1N1 Influenza Planning

We would like to update the medical school community on our ongoing activities and preparations for the influenza season. We are working closely with our clinical partner, UMass Memorial and state and federal agencies on appropriate preparation and response.
As of October 3, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports 37 states are experiencing widespread influenza activity – almost all of which is the H1N1 strain. So far, Massachusetts has reported only regional H1N1 flu activity. 
The federal government has begun distributing small amounts of the H1N1 vaccine to states. To date, Massachusetts has only received 3 percent of the total amount of H1N1 vaccine expected. Once a sufficient supply of the H1N1 vaccine has arrived to support vaccination sessions for the UMMS and UMass Memorial communities, clinic dates will be announced. Distribution of the vaccine will be done according to CDC guidelines regarding prioritization for groups recommended to receive the H1N1 influenza vaccine. 
(As has been widely reported, shipment delays of the seasonal flu vaccine from the manufacturers have resulted in the postponement of previously scheduled seasonal flu vaccine clinics. These seasonal flu clinics will resume and new dates will be announced when more seasonal flu vaccine becomes available.)
The influenza planning team continues to meet to discuss our overall preparedness.  UMMS is addressing continuity plans for each of the graduate schools under the leadership of Dean Anthony Carruthers, Dean Paulette Seymour-Route and Senior Associate Dean Michele Pugnaire.  
Additionally, HR is preparing materials for UMMS managers including the policies governing these kinds of events, as well as a FAQ presentation providing guidance on policy implementation.  These materials will be sent to all managers soon.  As always, staff and managers are encouraged to bring their questions and concerns to their HR consultant.

Finally, we have created a central reference point for information regarding the medical school’s influenza preparations, with an influenza web site you may now find at www.umassmed.edu/h1n1.aspx. There, you will find resources and up-to-date communications regarding H1N1 and seasonal flu. 
We will continue to keep you informed as new information and dates about vaccination clinics becomes available.
