Dr. Wicks is the director of research and development (R&D) at PatientsLikeMe. An internationally recognized expert in psychological aspects of neurodegenerative conditions, Dr. Wicks is responsible for the scientific and medical validity of PatientsLikeMe's online communities including MS, Parkinson's, HIV, Fibromyalgia, and Epilepsy. He and his team conduct scientific research that generates insights about the personal health data shared by patient members.  Since 2008 his team has produced over a dozen peer-reviewed publications, including an innovative patient-lead trial of lithium in ALS, a survey of pathological gambling in Parkinson's disease, and an extension of a gold-standard patient reported outcome measure. The R&D team also provides bespoke professional services to commercial clients including UCB, Avanir, and Novartis. Prior to joining PatientsLikeMe, Dr. Wicks studied cognition and depression in rare forms of ALS, and emotional changes in Parkinson’s disease. Dr. Wicks is a frequent conference presenter and has twice won the British Neuropsychiatry Association prize for best speaker. He completed his Ph.D. thesis at King’s College London, aged 24.
