TO:                  University of Massachusetts Medical School Students


FROM:            Terence R. Flotte, MD, Dean, School of Medicine, Provost and Executive

                         Deputy Chancellor, University of Massachusetts Medical School


DATE:             November 2, 2009


SUBJECT:       H1N1 Update: Policy for SOM, GSBS and GSN Students
As the number of influenza cases in Central Massachusetts increases, it is important that the medical school monitor the number of students with influenza at all locations and across all three schools – the School of Medicine, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and Graduate School of Nursing.  This monitoring will be essential to our preparedness and contingency planning for our educational programs. It allows us to proactively identify trends and prevent the spread of influenza, as required by the Mass. Department of Public Health.  This information will also be used by our school leadership to identify, as early as possible, the potential for a widespread outbreak that could affect school activities.

To ensure that we have the best available information, we are requiring students in all three of our schools who have an influenza-like illness to immediately call Student Health Services (SHS) at 508-334-2818.  
SHS office hours are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. During off-hours, a physician-on-call can be reached through the same phone number.  If a student’s primary care physician is not at one of the SHS sites, the student remains responsible for reporting their illness to SHS.  In addition, at the first sign of a suspected influenza-like illness, students should promptly notify their respective course or clerkship director, or supervising thesis advisor, and be immediately sent home from the classroom or their assigned educational site.
We ask all of you to respect your classmates, colleagues and patients by immediately reporting to SHS if you have any influenza like symptoms.

Faculty, house staff and post docs are asked to accommodate students’ absences for illness, encourage their access to medical services and provide the necessary flexibility for their time away from their educational program.
As a reminder, SHS is also responsible for medically clearing all students before they may return to classes, lab rotations or clinical rotations.  Please refer to the SHS website for specific clearance criteria.  

We appreciate your collective vigilance and reporting of influenza like illness during this time of heightened monitoring.  For further questions about influenza reporting please contact studenthealth@umassmemorial.org.

