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1 GSN graduates Elizabeth Chandler and Joanne Lewis (in back) make final adjustments in

preparation for their class’s march into the Great Hall.

2 As is tradition at Commencement, the National Anthem is sung by students, all mem-

bers of the graduating class. Left to right are: Robynn Eisley (GSN), Katrina Nappa

(GSN), Julie Fenner (SOM), Evan Jellison (GSBS) and Collins Kwarteng (SOM).

3 Yu-Li Wang, PhD, professor of physiology and cell biology, and his daughter, Hsinju 

Ruby Wang, SOM ‘07, perform Largo by Evaristo Felice dall’Abaco during the moment 

of reflection that begins the Commencement Exercises. Both are violinists in the UMMS

Seven Hills Symphony Orchestra. Inset: Ruby Wang makes sure her father’s hood is

straight before they take the stage.

4 Chancellor and Dean Emeritus Aaron Lazare became the only UMass Chancellor ever to

be awarded the President's Medal, the University's highest honor. Here, he is congratu-

lated by UMass President Jack Wilson.

5 Honorary degrees were awarded to two UMass Memorial Foundation benefactors who

made completion of the Lakeside Wing of UMass Memorial Medical Center – University

Campus a reality: David “Duddie” Massad, a renowned entrepreneur and businessman

in Central Massachusetts, and Arthur Remillard Jr., founder and retired CEO and 

chairman of The Commerce Group. Above, Mr. Remillard receives his degree and con-

gratulations from Aaron Lazare, MD, and UMass Board of Trustees Chair Stephen Tocco.

6 2006 Nobel Laureate Craig Mello, PhD, Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator 

and the Blais University Chair in Molecular Medicine, delivered the Commencement

address, telling students, “It’s your job to keep [the] flame of curiosity inside you alive 

so that you can become life-long learners; it’s also your job to fan that flame and light

that spark in others.”

7 Alla Sigova, GSBS ‘07, is hooded by her mentor Phillip Zamore, PhD, the Gretchen

Stone Cook Chair in Biomedical Sciences and professor of biochemistry & molecular

pharmacology.

8 Merrill “Ken” Wolf, MD, professor of cell biology and neurology, has played the organ at

UMMS Commencements for 27 consecutive years. This year, he was recognized for

sharing his love of music with the Medical School community. He is pictured here playing

the historic Hook organ in the Great Hall of Mechanics Hall.
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