
 Page 1 of 4 
              Psychiatry Business & Research Meeting 

MINUTES - NOVEMBER 7, 2012 – Faculty Conference Room 
 

ATTENDANCE:  108 signatures on file:  Faculty 43, Residents 14, Sr. Admin/Research 28, Support/Other 23 

12:00-1:00 in Faculty Conference Room   

Our meetings begin promptly at 12:00 noon.  In an effort to cover material on an anticipated full agenda, please be sure to mark your calendars 
and arrive early so we may begin the meeting as scheduled.  Lunch is available starting at 11:45am.  . All faculty, residents, and staff are 
encouraged to attend.   Please be sure to sign in for each meeting.   
 
NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday,  December 5th  12:00-1:00 (regular time – not 4:00-6:00 as originally announced.  However, the January 2, 2012 
meeting is cancelled. 
 
Please review the minutes for information and announcement details that may not have been conveyed at today’s meeting.  
Topic Items for Presentation/Discussion Reference & 

Contact 
Information 

WELCOME 
 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
 
 
CLINICAL 
RESEARCH 
STUDIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening greetings were provided by Vice Chair of Research, Dr. Jean King, which included a 
mindful moment of thanks as all were encouraged to pause and acknowledge what we are most 
thankful for during this Thanksgiving season.    
 
Opportunities to participate in the department’s annual Turkey Drive (coordinated by Dr. Jack 
Terry and Elizabeth Mailhot), current Disaster Relief efforts for those affected by Hurricane Sandy, 
and the UMMHC critical blood shortage were also outlined.  For more information, please refer to 
material appearing at the end of these Minutes. 
 
In addition to the opening of today’s Psychology Research event, today’s meeting focused on 
current and ongoing clinical studies for which patients are being recruited.  Celia Brown introduced 
a portion of the new CANDi video, now being used nationally, to outline the patient recruitment 
process.  For more information, please visit the CANDi website:  
http://www.umassmed.edu/psychiatry/candi/resources/index.aspx 
 
Departmental clinical investigators and research staff were then invited to describe current 
ongoing studies for patient recruitment.  Recruitment for research studies involving brain 
development and substance abuse in adolescent boys, children with bipolar disorder and/or 
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parents with bipolar disorder, young men with ADHD, young boys with autism spectrum disorder, 
adolescents and adults with Fragile X Syndrome, girls with bipolar disorder or typical development 
as well as normal control group subjects was discussed.  For more information on the details of 
these studies, please see the material appearing at the end of these Minutes. 
 
This year’s campaigns for COMECC and UNITED WAY participation are underway at both UMass 
Medical School and UMass Memorial Medical Center are underway through the end of November.  
Please refer to recent e-mail correspondence from both communication offices for details on this 
year’s giving process.  Thanks to all for your generosity and to those who benefit from it.  It’s easier 
than ever to give …. Pledge form, payroll deduction, electronically, or online.  Psychiatry Office 
Manager, Diane George (diane.george@umassmed.edu) is available to assist with the pledge 
process should any questions arise. 
 
UNITED WAY:  Ournet.umassmemorial.org or http://www.unitedwaycm.org 
COMECC:  http://i.umassmed.edu/inside or https://www.comecc.net/ 
 
 
Today’s Triennial celebration of psychologists’ contributions to our department and university was 
introduced by Drs. Jean King and Tom Grisso (Director of Psychology) who provided opening 
remarks, a brief history of UMass psychology, details of the Psychology Network, and the 
announcement of a new Shakow Training Award. The four-hour event then included group 
discussion and poster presentations. For more information on the details of the day, please contact 
Dr. Grisso at Thomas.Grisso@umassmed.edu.   
 
 
For those faculty in need of high resolution professional photos, the Office of Faculty Affairs is 
providing a free photo session on Friday, November 9th 11:30-1:00 in the Medical School Lobby.  
Just stop by and smile!  For more information, please contact the Office of Faculty Affairs. 
 
Congratulations to Carol DeCourcey in her new role as Senior Academic Administrator for the 
Department of Psychiatry! 

 
Dr. Carl Fulwiler and the CMHSR faculty welcome Drs. Marsha Ellison, Jessica Griffin, Melodie 
Wenz-Gross, and Jonathan Delman to the Center! 

 
Audience members were reminded of the November 8th Psychiatry Grand Rounds presentation by 
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DMH Commissioner Marcia Fowler.  Please visit our website for more information on her 
presentation on “The Six Core Strategies: How Recovery and Trauma-Informed Care Will Shape the 
Future of Inpatient Psychiatric Care in Massachusetts”.  All were encouraged to attend.  12:00-1:00 
– Lazare Auditorium, S1-607 
 
Congratulations were extended to Dr. Katie Fleming-Ives, recipient of the 2013 American 
Psychoanalytic Association (APsaA). psychodynamic teaching academy fellowship! 
 
The American Psychological Association’s Office of Program Consultation and Accreditation has re-
accredited our Psychology Internship Program.  Next site visit will occur in 2019.  Many thanks to 
Jack Terry’s leadership and departmental faculty who continue to make this program so successful. 
 
The ACGME Residency Review Committee for Psychiatry recently convened to review our 
accreditation for the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Residency Training Program – continued 
accreditation for another 5 years has been approved!   Written confirmation is expected at the end 
of December.  Many thanks to and from Dr. Mary Ahn to all who have contributed to this effort! 
 
Residency applicant interviewing season has begun starting today - Wednesday, November 7th.  Dr. 
Sheldon Benjamin announced the need for additional faculty interviewers.  Please contact Dr. 
Benjamin directly to participate in this important selection process. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 
 

Dr. Amy Wachholtz introduced and welcomed Karl Chiang, PhD – new health psychologist hired to 
replace Jieun Lee, PhD, who returns to native Korea for family reasons.  Best wishes were 
extended to Dr. Lee. 
 

New  Faculty:  
Mary Olson, PhD                             10/15/12            Open Dialogue grant with Doug Ziedonis 
Madelyn Hicks, PhD                        10/22/12            Worcester Recovery Center & Hospital 
Karl Chiang, PhD                             11/1/12                Health Psychologist 
Syed Raza, MD       07/14/13       Worcester Recovery Center & Hospital 
 
Faculty Terminations: 
Andrea Rosenthal, MD                     6/8/12              Community Healthlink, Inc. 
Jieun Lee, PhD                                 11/9/12               Health Psychologist 
Sandra Felder, MD                          12/1/12               Riverside Community Care 
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Skea, Susan                                       1/15/13               Retirement and relocation 
 

Appointments 
and/or 
Promotion 

Congratulations to the following members of our faculty whose faculty appointments and/or 
promotions were most recently approved by the Dean and the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs.  
 
Christophe Gerard, PhD – Lecturer in Psychiatry, Shriver Center 
Sureyya Iscan, PhD – Lecturer in Psychiatry, OPD 
Brian Denietolis, PsyD, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Adolescent Continuing Care Unit 
Aaron Frenz, MD, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, OPD 
Lauren Miller, PhD, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, OPD 
Maria Russo-Appel, MD, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Wing Memorial 

 

 
Important Dates 
for your 
Calendar! 

 
Psychiatry Research Day – Unfortunately, the October 31st event was postponed due to 
SuperStorm Sandy.  Details will be forthcoming of a new date in the Spring – hopefully early April. 
 
New Faculty Reception for all new faculty joined February 2010 will be held on November 28th.  
More details to follow or contact Marcy Kelley at 508-856-8326. 
 
CDRO – Intro to Stats workshop being held November 14th at One Biotech 3:00-4:30.  Contact 
Marcy Kelley at 508-856-8326. 

 
UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE    

 Psychiatry Department Meetings Schedule – 2012-2013  
FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM - University campus - LIGHT LUNCH SERVED at 11:45 am 

 
2012 - December  5th  - 12:00-1:00   
2013 
January 2 – CANCELLED                         Location not yet assigned for: 
February 6  - 12:00-1:00                           July 3, August 7, September 4, October 2, 
March 6  - 12:00-1:00                                November 6, and December 4, 2013 
April 3  - 12:00-1:00 
May 1  - 12:00-1:00 
June 5  - 12:00-1:00  
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