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Psychiatry Business & Research Meeting 

MINUTES – June 2, 2010 

 

12:00-1:00 in Amp 1~ Department Meeting    

ATTENDANCE 82 signatures on file:  Faculty 31; Resident 11  ; Admin 7; Research 14 ;  Support 10 ; Other 9  .    Please be sure to sign in for each meeting. 

Please be sure to review the minutes of today’s meeting which include other important announcements not included today due to time constraints.     
Faculty and staff are encouraged to contact the Chairman’s Office with agenda items for these meetings at 508-856-3066 or via email at 
Diana.langford@umassmemorial.org  Copies of Power Point presentations from each meeting are available upon request. 

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, July  7, 2010,  2010 – FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM* 

*Our July meeting will be hosted by Jean King, PhD, Vice Chair for Research and Director of the Center for Comparative 
Neuroimaging (CCNI).    There will be no August meeting.  The September meeting is September 1.   However, we are 

currently queued for a meeting location and hope to be able to identify a space prior to 9/1.    The schedule and locations 
for next academic year’s department meetings appear at the end of the minutes.   

In an effort to cover material on an anticipated full agenda, please be sure to mark your calendars and arrive early so we may begin the meeting, as 
scheduled, at noon.  Faculty, staff and residents are encouraged to attend.    Lunch is available starting at 11:45am. 

  

Topic Items for Presentation/Discussion Reference 

& 

Contact 
Informatio

n 
 
WELCOME  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Dr. Douglas Ziedonis welcomed everyone and acknowledged the UMASS MEDICAL SCHOOL & 
UMASS MEMORIAL EMPLOYEES who have reached milestones of employment service.   
The UMass Memorial Employee Service Award ceremony took place on Tuesday, May 11th at 
Pleasant Valley Country Club   
The UMass Medical School Employee Service Award ceremony takes place on Monday, June 7th 
on the Campus Green at 5:00pm (see below under Employee Service Awards, for complete listing 
of employees) 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

mailto:Diana.langford@umassmemorial.org
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PRESENTATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Ziedonis introduced and welcomed Deborah Plummer, PhD, Vice Chancellor of Diversity and 
Equal Opportunity.  Dr. Plummer recently joined UMass Medical School from the Cleveland Clinic 
where she was Chief Diversity Officer and increased the pool of underrepresented candidates for 
management and faculty positions.    Since her arrival here, she has been listening and assessing 
the diversity climate at UMASS and has found lots of energy for diversity and inclusion.  Her intent 
is to harness and build upon what’s already here.  Her presentation today   “Diversity and Inclusion 
at UMass,” reflected her lead and efforts to continue to build a culturally competent and diverse 
workforce by moving beyond compliance to creating a culture built on the core values of civility, 
respect, and valuing diversity of thought and expression.  A complete copy of her presentation is 
available upon request.  
 
Dr. Ziedonis introduced and welcomed Michele P. Pugnaire, MD, Senior Associate Dean for 
Educational Affairs.  Dr. Pugnaire introduced Brian Sweeney, MD, Associate Director, Surgical and 
Procedural Simulation and Melinda Taylor, BS, Senior Engineer, two key personnel in the CENTER 
FOR EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND SIMULATIONS (CELS) Simulation Planning for Albert 
Sherman Center.  The purpose of Dr. Pugnaire’s presentation today was to get the word out to the 
department to engage the opinion leaders as well as a designated key contact from the department 
for further follow-up and to be part of the CELS program planning process.  Dr. Ziedonis designated 
Sheldon Benjamin, MD as the point person for this initiative within the Department of Psychiatry.   
                   
Dr Pugnaire’s presentation outlined some of the technology and innovation that will be available in 
the CELS to meet the overall needs of our academic health sciences center and its education 
mission for the benefit of our faculty, learners, staff, patients and our community.  Several ideas 
were voiced as to possible simulation scenarios specific to Psychiatry.  Dr. Pugnaire invited anyone 
with ideas and suggestions to bring them to the User’s Meetings.  She encouraged a visit to the 
website  http://www.umassmed.edu/simcenter/CELShomepage.aspx for more information about 
CELS planning, upcoming meetings, to complete their survey,  or to contact any member of the 
CPO outreach team.  Your ideas and input will be critical to the success of the CELS 
program.   
 
Dr. Jean Frazier announces that Negar Beheshti, MD, has assumed the role of Assistant Director 
for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.   

In addition, Dr. Frazier described the customized employment training study at the University 
of Massachusetts Medical School offering paid internships at various worksites within the 
medical school for young adults with Asperger’s Disorder, who have little to no work experience.  
With the help of UMASS staff, through on-site employment supports, study participants will focus 
on acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to obtain employment in the competitive 
workforce.  The CANDI Lab is looking for persons willing to offer a work site along with 
supervision for this project.  If you are interested in this work model initiative or have an opening, 
please contact Martha Castro, Child and Adolescent NeuroDevelopment Initiative:   Phone: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.umassmed.edu/simcenter/CELShomepage.aspx
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INTRODUCTIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

508-856-5896  

Fax: 508-856-8211    E-mail: ChildResearch@umassmed.edu 

 
 

 Many thanks to Paul Newton as he leaves the Department of Psychiatry at the end 
of this week to assume a new position as Academic Administrator in the Department 
of Medicine.  Kristin McCutcheon will be assuming the role as temporary Academic 
Administrator for the Center for Mental Health Services Research (CMHSR). 

 
 We will celebrate Nancy Reed's retirement at the July meeting.   Nancy's has 

served 30 years as an admin in our department!  
 

  Barbara Grimes-Smith is looking for volunteer co-leaders to promote the Walk to 
Cure Cancer.    The Kick-Off Breakfast is on June 24.  The Walk to Cure Cancer is 
one of those high profile walks that is an important initiative to UMASS Memorial. 

 
Jane Coken-Ryan announced some employment news: 

 Laura Myers is the new departmental Director of Parent Engagement and Development. 

 Joanne Hartmeyer is the new Academic Research Administrator for the department 
(replacing Tina Nesbeda).  She will be located on the 7th floor starting 6/7/10. 

 James Jones is an intern in the work model program (see above), working on the 7th floor 

 Sherry Stumpo, Supervisor of Registration & Scheduling for Outpatient Psychiatry    She 
replaced Angela Mietkiewicz.   

 
 
Dr. Benjamin congratulated next year’s chief residents in the General Adult Psychiatry Program: 
 
Terry Osborne, DO         Chief Resident in Ambulatory Psychiatry 
Karla Rodriguez, MD      Chief Resident in Psychosomatic Medicine 
Teo Carlo Straun, MD    Chief Resident in Addiction Psychiatry 
Eric Kosinski, MD           Program Chief Resident and Chief Resident in Psychopharmacology 

Awards and 
Recognition 

Gina Vincent has been awarded her K01-Award from NIDA.!    In addition she has received YOUTH RISK 

ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE PROJECT funded by the MacArthur Foundation. 

Tom Grisso is a Co-Investigator. This is a 2-year project aimed at creating a workgroup to develop a 

published set of guidelines for implementing risk-needs assessment tools in juvenile justice, including how 

these assessments can be used in sentencing and case management decisions 

  
Rebecca Lundquist, MD and Joanne Nicholson, PhD, are two of this year's winners of a Women’s Faculty 
Award.  Rebecca has won the award for Excellence in Clinical Service, presented to a woman faculty 
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member who has made exceptional contributions to patient care in the UMass and/or Worcester Community.  
Joanne has won the Women’s Faculty Award for Outstanding Community Service, presented to a woman 
faculty member who best exemplifies outstanding community service to the UMASS or Worcester community.  
Congratulations to you both  your achievement and well deserved recognition.    

"Implementing a Youth and Family Center Model to Decrease Juvenile Justice Involvement: From 
"Front Porch" to "Back Yard" symposium presented at the 23rd Annual Children's Mental Health Research 
and Policy Conference in Tampa, FL, Mar. 8. The Central Massachusetts Communities of Care Youth and 
Family Center Models presented were: A Public Health Approach to Juvenile Justice Diversion by Anthony 
Irsfeld PhD, Expanding the Role of Family Members in the Provision of Care by Toni DuBrino MA, Migdalia 
Velez, and Ana Perez, and Youth and Family Outcomes and Satisfaction by Melodie Wenz-Gross PhD, 
who also chaired the symposium. 

THOMAS GRISSO PhD recently received the Beth Clark Distinguished Service Contribution Award from 
the American Academy of Forensic Psychology at the annual meeting of the American Psychology-Law 
Society in Vancouver, Canada.  

American Psychiatric Association (APA) Travel Scholarship for Minority Medical Students awarded to first 
year medical student (class of 2013), David Wang. The scholarship supports medical students interested in 
psychiatry to attend either the APA annual meeting in May or the Institute on Psychiatric Services (IPS) 
meeting in October. This program is a terrific way for medical students to witness organized psychiatry at 
work and to learn more about the field. 

The workshop proposal submitted by Peter Metz MD on the Use of the Child and Adolescent Service 
Intensity Instrument (CASII) and the Early Childhood Service Intensity Instrument (ECSII) in Systems of Care 

has been accepted for presentation at the upcoming July national conference meeting of the System of Care 
Training Institutes sponsored by Georgetown University. Dr. Metz has also been invited to be the presenter at 
a special session on Roles for the Child Psychiatrist in Systems of Care. 

Congratulations to Caroline McGrath RN, MS and our esteemed colleagues in the Department of Mental 
Health who have received a Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) award for 
their success in achieving and sustaining restraint reduction in each of their statewide programs.  Special 
thanks to DMH Commissioner Barbara Leadholm, DMH, Assistant Commissioner Joan Mikula, and DMH 
Director of Program Management, Janice Lebel for their leadership and unwavering support for Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services. 

The MPS has awarded Jeffrey Geller MD, MPH the 2010 Outstanding Psychiatrist Award for his work 
with Public Sector Psychiatry.  Congratulations! 

The ECT team of Tatyana Shteinlukht MD, Sharon O'Connor, RN and Kerrie Latino, MHW, was 
nominated for the 2010 Schwartz Compassionate Caregiver Award.  This award honors Massachusetts 
caregivers who display extraordinary compassion in caring for patients and their families. 
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NANCY BYATT DO, MBA has been accepted to attend the Early Career Women Faculty Professional 
Development Seminar to be held July 10-13 in Washington, DC.  The seminar’s goal is to provide women at 
the assistant professor or instructor level an introduction to the knowledge and skills needed to follow the 
path to leadership in academic medicine. 

Psychiatry has been well-represented in this year's UMMHC's Champions of Excellence employee 
recognition nominations!  Nominated for awards are:  Pat Barkey, Tatyana Shteinlukht MD, John Njenga, 
Michelle Mullaney, Dennis Callahan, the  MCPAP Team, and the Tobacco Consult Team.. 

DAVID COCHRAN MD was awarded a Janssen Resident Psychiatric Research Scholar and will attend 
the American Psychiatric Association annual meeting being held in New Orleans in May.  In addition, he has 
been  elected as the new MIT Deputy Area 1 Representative at the assembly of the American Psychiatric 
Association.  Congratulations! 

Matilde Castiel, MD, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Executive Director of Latin American Health 
Alliance of Central Massachusetts, was a recent Katharine F. Erskine Award winner at Mechanics Hall in 
Worcester for the YWCA Central MA Tribute to Women - Katherine F. Erskine Awards luncheon. The YWCA 
honors extraordinary women in Central Massachusetts who have reached exemplary levels of achievement 
in their professions and communities.    . Dr. Castiel leads our Elderly Outreach Program of walk-in clinics at 
Worcester Housing Authority facilities and other sites. She also founded the Hector Reyes House, a 
substance abuse treatment program for Spanish-speaking men. 

 
2010 Outstanding Psychiatrist Awards:  
UMass Psychiatry faculty who received the MPS 2010 Outstanding Psychiatrist Awards 

Clinical Psychiatry – Dr. Alex Sabo 

Public Sector -  Dr. Jeffrey Geller 

Faculty and Staff 
News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Employee Service 
Awards 

New  Faculty:  

Monika Kolodziej, PhD  05/03/10 UMMS  
Chaya Bhuvaneswaran, MD 08/29/10 Worcester State Hospital & OPD 
Amy Harrington, MD  07/16/10 CHL 
Angela Camacho-Duran, MD 08/16/10 Great Brook Valley & C/L 
 
Faculty Terminations: 

Jacob Holzer, MD  12/31/09 Worcester State Hospital 
 
 

SERVICE AWARDS 
UMass Medical School Employees: 

30 Years 
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• Mary Handley - Comm Med Credentialing & Support Services 
 

• 25 Years 
• Maryann Davis – CMHSR 
• Geri Fuhrman - CFFS 
• John Iwuc – Adolescent Unit 

 
15 Years 

• Margarida Asaro – Adolescent Unit 
• Terry Benson – Adolescent Unit 
• Al Grudzinskas – CMHSR 
• Jesus Ozuna – IRTP 
• Christine Senechal – BIRT 
• Patricia Stanton – Adolescent Unit 
 

10 Years 
• Robert Bass - Shriver 
• Curtis Deutsch - Shriver 
• Bill Dube - Shriver 
• Peter Fallah - IRTP 
• Paul Gardner - BNRI 
• Charles Hamad - Shriver 
• Richard Kowaleski – Adolescent Unit 
• Bill McIvane - Shriver 
• Juan Medina - BIRT 
• Ken Mitchell – Worcester State Hospital 
• Deborah Record - BIRT 
• Richard Serna - Shriver 
• Chad Tillbrook – Law & Psychiatry 
• Marilza Tolomeo – Adolescent Unit 
• Mark Wentworth – Adolescent Unit 

 
UMASS Memorial Psychiatry Employees: 

 
30 Years 

• Patricia Capone – 8 East 
• Rebecca Kardon – OPD 
• Margaret O’Brien - PTC 
• Nancy M. Reed – Psychiatry 

 
25 Years 

• Mary Jeffers-Terry – Psychiatry Child OPD Clinic 
• Mary Tisdell – PTC 
• Gerald Wise – EMH 
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20 Years 

• Darlene M. Huscha – Psychiatry 
• Therese Macinnes – 8 East 

 
15 Years 

• Michael P. Casello – Psychiatry 
• Donald Cox – PTC 
• Nathan S. Keedy – Psychiatry 
• Nancy Diterlizzi – EMH 
 

10 Years 
• Collin Asukwo – PTC 
• John H. Backman, MD. - Psychiatry 
• Lisa Goss – 8 East 
• Linda Hart – 8 East 
• Ann Minns – EMH 
• Sharon O’Connor – ECT 
• Daniel O’Donoghue – 8 East 
• Anastasia L. Rizos, MD – Psychiatry 
• Jumoke Salami – 8 East 
• Van R. Silka, MD - Psychiatry 
• Madeline Spadola – Psychiatry 
• Anna Wolanin – 8 East 

 
5 Years  

• Kimberly Abdow – PTC 
• Cathy Brown – 8 East 
• Patricia Cappadona – PTC 
• Roberta Wambach – 8 East 
• Edward J. Killeen, MD – Psychiatry 
• Bruce Meltzer, MD – Psychiatry 
• Brian R Szetela – Psychiatry 
• Alicia Turcos 

Appointment and 
Promotion 

Congratulations to the following members of our faculty whose faculty appointments and/or promotions were 
recently approved by Dean Terrence R. Flotte, MD and  Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs, Luanne E. 
Thorndyke, MD, FACP: 
 
Richard Fleming, PhD, MS, MEd       Associate Professor, Psychiatry                   UMMS 
Daniel Reinstein, PhD,                       Affiliate, Psychiatry                                        UMMS 
Fernando de Torrijos, BS                   Instructor, Psychiatry                                     UMMS 
Toni DuBrino, MA                               Instructor, Psychiatry                                     UMMS 
Krista Wilkinson, PhD                         Adjunct Professor, Psychiatry                       UMMS 
Rodolfo Reni, MD                               Assistant Professor, Psychiatry                    UMMS 
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Service/Division 
Updates: 
Residency 
Training 

Dr. Benjamin reminded everyone they are invited to the residency and fellowship graduation banquet 
Thursday evening June 17th at Cyprian Keys.  It’s always great fun and is a nice way to send off our 
graduating adult and child psychiatry residents and our graduating addiction, forensic, and neuropsychiatry 
fellows.  We also traditionally present the faculty and staff training awards at the banquet. 
Reservations are due by June 4 if you plan to attend.  RSVP to Vickie in the Training Office. 
 vickie.white@umassmed.edu or 508-856-4087  
Dr. Benjamin recognized and thanked all the graduating residents and fellows.   

 

 
Important Dates 
for your 
Calendar! 

 Wednesday, June 16, University Campus, Amphitheater III – 26
th
 Annual Public Sector Psychiatry 

Conference.  “Young Adults in the Extended Mental Health Systems of Massachusetts in the 21
st
 

Century” 

 
 Wednesday, October 13, 2010 – Research Day 

 
LOCATIONS AND DATES FOR NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR’S DEPARTMENT MEETINGS 

  
July 7, 2010                                      FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
August 4, 2010                                 CANCELLED 
September 1, 2010                           QUEUED 
October 6, 2010                                FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
November 3, 2010                             FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
December 1, 2010                             FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
January 5, 2011                                FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
February 2, 2011                               FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
March 2, 2011                                    FACULTY CONFERENCE ROOM 
April 6, 2011                                      Amphitheater 1  
May 4, 2011                                      Amphitheater 1 
June 1, 2011                                     Amphitheater III 

    

 

 

vickie.white@umassmed.edu

