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         Psychiatry Business & Research Meeting 

MINUTES – July 11 2012 – Faculty Conference Room 
ATTENDANCE: 115 signatures on file:  Faculty 35 Residents 15   Admin & Research 39; Support 12; Other 14 
   
Please be sure to sign in for each meeting.  Our meetings begin at 12:00 noon.  In an effort to cover material on an anticipated full agenda, please be 

sure to mark your calendars and arrive early so we may begin the meeting as scheduled.  Lunch is available starting at 11:45am.   

All faculty, residents, and staff are encouraged to attend.        

  
NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, September 5 (August meeting is CANCELLED) 
An agenda reminder will be sent for the September meeting later in August.  Faculty and Staff are encouraged to contact the Chairman’s Office with agenda 
items for these meetings at 508-856-3066 or via email at Diana.Langford@umassmemorial.org 

Please review the minutes for information and announcement details that may not have been conveyed at today’s 
meeting.   

Topic Items for Presentation/Discussion Reference 

& Contact 
Information 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Dr. Ziedonis welcomed everyone and acknowledged the kick off of the new academic year.   
He opened the meeting by introducing   Marcia Fowler, MA, JD, Commissioner, Massachusetts 
Department of Mental Health and Debra Pinals, MD, DMH Interim Deputy Commissioner for Clinical & 
Professional Services/State Medical Director.   
Commissioner Fowler was present for the day meeting with faculty leaders who are managing key 
partnership areas, Adult/Child, public sector, clinical, training, forensics and CMHSR research, staff and 
leaders within UMass Memorial and the Medical School System. She is looking forward to expanding 
DMH’s partnership and in particular, learning about our work in Behavioral Health Integration.   She 
presented an overview of DMH and its programs and highlighted the mobile forensic evaluation services 
model rolled out by DMH two years ago.  A national search for a Clinical Director resulted in David Tobin, 
PhD (introduced later in the program by Dr. Ira Packer) being appointed to the position.  The Mobile 
Forensic Evaluation Service provides risk management services with over 400 evaluations per year and 
has just recently expanded to go beyond Tewksbury and central Massachusetts.   The new Worcester 
Recovery Center and Hospital, a $302M state-of-the-art hospital, is the largest non-road project in the 
history of the Commonwealth and will have a phased opening commencing in about 6 weeks.   
   
 Of note, Commissioner Fowler will be giving Psychiatry Grand Rounds on November 8, 2012 and Dr. 
Pinals will be giving Psychiatry Grand Rounds on December 20

th
).   

 
   PSYCHIATRY DEPARTMENT’S FIVE YEAR REVIEW PROCESS  SUMMARY –  The department 

received outstanding feedback from reviewers on the  UMASS Board of Trustee mandated 5 year 
review that recently concluded. Dr. Ziedonis summarized the key findings which overall were 
excellent.  The positive findings will help facilitate system supported efforts to enhance our 
departmental mission areas.  Each Vice Chair thanked individuals in their areas for their support, 
commitment, patience and perseverance throughout the process which generated such positive 
findings and re-enforced our commitment to work together. 
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Introductions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Dr. Sheldon Benjamin introduced the following new Trainees: 

 
Class of 2012-2013: 
General Adult Psychiatry PGY-1: Robin Caron, Margaret Lawler, Margaret Tuttle, Noel Warwick 
General Adult Psychiatry PGY-2: Alison Trexler 
General Adult Psychiatry PGY-3:  Johanna Nino-Gomez 
Combined Adult/Child PGY-1:  Alisha Jaquith, Brian Skehan 
Neuropsychiatry PGY-1:  Nicole Ross 
 

  
Dr. Jean Frazier introduced Kerry Wilkins, MD and James Yon, MD who are now first year fellows in the 
Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship Training Program, part of the Integrated Adult/Child Psychiatry 
Track. 
 
Dr. Gerardo Gonzalez introduced Sarah Masoodsinaki, MD who has accepted the Addiction Psychiatry 
Fellowship position for July 2012-June 2013.  Dr. Masood is a graduate of the Shahid Beheshti University of 
Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran and is currently a fourth year resident in adult psychiatry at the University of 
Connecticut Health Center, Farmington, Connecticut.  Dr. Gonzalez thanked all who assisted in the interview 
process. 
 
Dr. Ira Packer introduced:  
Jason Ourada, MD, in absentia, due to off-site training at Bridgewater State Hospital, who accepted the 
Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship position for 2012-2013.  Dr. Ourada is a graduate of Creighton University 
Medical School and completed his psychiatry residency at Boston University.   He then graduated from the 
Addiction Fellowship program at Boston University.  Since completion of his training, he has been involved in 
many addiction programs and has served as Director of Psychiatry for the Suffolk County House of 
Corrections.    

David Tobin, PhD (Designated Forensic Psychologist on the Mobile Forensic Evaluation Team)    Assistant 
Professor and Clinical Director, Mobile Forensic Evaluation Team 

 Dr. Ziedonis introduced: 
 Xiaoduo Fan, MD, MPH, MS – Director of the Psychotic Disorders Clinical and Research Program.  Dr. 
Fan’s primary responsibilities are to develop an interdisciplinary, translational clinical research program, as 
well as a specialty clinic in psychotic disorders.  He will be involved in teaching and training activities for 
students, residents and fellows.  His research interests complement those of other faculty at UMass and he 
will be designing some new projects for which he will collaborate with other colleagues in this department and 
the university community.  He is located at One Biotech and looks forward to meeting members of the 
department.   
 
  Dan Rowe, MD – Attending Psychiatrist 8E 
 
  Aaron Frenz, MD   Adult Division, Ambulatory Psychiatry Service.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dr. Alan Brown introduced Barbara Fisher, VP, Ambulatory and Emergency Services at UMass Memorial 
who recently replaced Nancy Kruger as Psych Service line VP.  Ms. Fisher said she is pleased to have this 
opportunity to work more closely with the department and to see what we can do for the patients we serve.  
Dr. Ziedonis took this opportunity to thank Alan Brown, MD, Bill O’Brien and Negar Beheshti, MD for their 
teamwork in serving the Psychiatry Service line.   
 

► For those of you who haven’t had the opportunity to view our Department video that was aired at the 

Annual APA in Philadelphia, it is now available on our website www.umassmed.edu/Psychiatry  on the 

homepage (right side).   
   
Kris McCutcheon announced that effective 8/1/12 there are New Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI) 
Disclosure & Training Requirements.  All persons, regardless of title or position, who are responsible for the 
design, conduct and reporting of research, are required to complete a new online training.  Additional 
information can be found at the Office of Research webpage under the “Compliance” link.  
 
 
 A strategic plan to transition from paper to electronic submissions that will allow the IRB to review and 
approve submissions to the office during the transition phase and insure that no ongoing research approvals 
lapse has been developed.   Training opportunities for users are being scheduled for September 2012 to 
prepare to use the system when we “go-live” on October 1, 2012.  Additional information regarding training 
and support will be announced in the near future.   If you have questions or concerns regarding this 
information please contact the IRB Office at 508-856-4261. 
 Paper submissions of the following types will NOT be accepted by the IRB after Wednesday, August 29th, 
2012: 

  Applications for Initial Review 

  Modifications to Approved Human Research 

  Continuing Review Progress Reports 

o   Please note:  Continuing Review Progress Reports for studies with a current 

expiration date of November 30, 2012, or prior must be submitted by this date.  

These submissions will be processed and scheduled for IRB Meetings during the month of September.  We 
have added an additional IRB meeting in the month of September in order to address the expected large 
number of submissions.   
Reportable New Information submissions have no deadline and are the only submissions that will continue to 
be accepted after August 29th. Submissions of all other types will resume with implementation of the 
electronic system on October 1.  
For Continuing Review Progress Reports, reminder notices will be sent in the coming weeks if your research 
approval is set to expire on or before November 30, 2012. (Depending on when the IRB conducts the 
Continuing Review of a given study, the expiration date may change.) 
 Any exceptions to the above transition plan must be discussed with Michael Centola, IRB Manager, and will 
be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
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►  Kevin Bradley of Genesis Club is looking for a few more runners to join the 40th Annual Falmouth 
Road Race on August 12th!   Team Genesis will be running in their 6th Falmouth Road Race and has 
raised over $100,000 in five years.  These dollars have been used to support the wellness projects of 
exercise, nutrition and tobacco cessation.   Team Genesis continues to be the only non profit team of 75 at 
Falmouth that is running for mental health awareness.  Last year Team Genesis raised $37,000. Genesis 
Club has developed outstanding results that are helping hundreds of individuals return to work, education 
and wellness. Team Genesis has been a key component in reducing the community stigma of mental illness.     
  

Awards and 
Recognition 

Mary Ahn, MD and Wendy Marsh, MD, MS both completed the Junior Faculty Development Program 2011-
2012.  Completion of the JFDP requires considerable time and effort by each participant and helps in the 
nurturing and developing of junior faculty in becoming the next generation of academic leaders. 

 Dr. Marsh’s project was “Research Development Plan:  Selective Estrogen Receptor Modulator as 
Adjunct Treatment for Perimenopausal Depression” under the guidance of her mentor, Jeroan 
Allison, MD, MS from QHS.  

 Dr. Ahn’s project was “”Development of a Training Toolkit in Play Psychotherapy for Residency 
Programs, under the guidance of her mentor, Kathleen Mazor, EdD from the Department of 
Medicine.   

 
Sheldon Benjamin, MD, served as a mentor in the UMMS Junior Faculty Development Program for 2011-
2012.  His voluntary service as a mentor required the generous commitment of personal time and effort by 
Dr. Benjamin and we recognize and support his investment of energy and experience toward the 
development of another faculty member!  
 

Congratulations to Lala Padilla (currently a PGY-3) who won the SAMHSA Minority Psychiatry Fellowship.  
The purpose of this three-year grant program is to reduce health disparities and improve health care 
outcomes of racially and ethnically diverse populations by increasing the number of culturally competent 
behavioral health professionals available to underserved populations in the public and private non-profit 
sectors.  
 
Marsha Ellison, PhD, Sun Kim, PhD, RN, APN-BC and Evgeny Rogaev, PhD, have been approved by the 
University's Committee on Committees to serve as voting members of the School of Medicine’s Council on 
Equal Opportunity and Diversity Committee for a 3 year term concluding on June 30, 2015. 
 

Mathieu Bermingham,  MD, has been selected by the Office of Faculty Affairs to receive financial support 
for registration  for the upcoming AAMC Minority Career Faculty Development Seminar scheduled for  
September in Chicago.   
 

 

 

 

   

 
Faculty and Staff 
News 

 
New  Faculty:  
Karl Chiang, PhD           08/01/12            C/L Service 
Madelyn Hicks, MD           10/28/12              Worcester Recovery Center & Hospital 
Ann Foley, EdM                                    3/19/2012     Transfer- primary academic appt from Pediatrics/Affiliate 
Eduardo Caussade-Rodriguez, MD      09/09/12       Worcester Recovery Center & Hospital 
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Faculty Terminations: 
 M. Bijoy Mathew, MD  02/29/12 BIRT 
Angela Camacho-Duran, MD 06/13/12 Great Brook Valley Health Center 

Appointment and 
Promotion 

Congratulations to the following members of our faculty whose faculty appointments and/or promotions were 
recently approved by the Dean and the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs.  Promotion is dependent on 
professional academic achievement and is an honor within our institution: 
 
Daniel B. Fisher, MD, PhD                    Affiliate, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS             March 1, 2012 
Laura Dove, MD                                    Affiliate, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS             March 1, 2012 
Imad Khreim, MD                                  Affiliate, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS             March 1, 2012 
Ann VanDyke, MD                                 Affiliate, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS             March 1, 2012 
Susan Williams, CNS                             Affiliate, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS             March 1, 2012 
Phyllis S. Atwell, MD.                             Instructor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS          March 1, 2012 
Deborah Carter, Med, LICSW                Instructor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS         May 1, 2012 
Matilde Castiel, MD                 Clinical Associate Professor/joint with Med and FMCH             June 26, 2012 
Ljiljana Markovic, MD               Assistant Professor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS       March 1, 2012 
Sharon Mozian, MD                  Assistant Professor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS       March 1, 2012 
Mary O’Malley, MD, PhD          Assistant Professor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS       March 1, 2012 
Melinda L. Randall, MD            Assistant Professor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS       March 1, 2012 
Linda F. Smothers, MD            Instructor, Dept of Psychiatry, UMMS                       March 1, 2012 
 

 
  

 
Important Dates 
for your 
Calendar! 

 October 31 – Research Day 
 

   LOCATIONS AND DATES FOR NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR’S DEPARTMENT MEETINGS 
  

   Psychiatry Department Meetings Schedule – 2012-2013  
(Meetings will take place in the Faculty Conference Room from 12:00-1:00pm) 

(BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!)  
August 1  - CANCELED 
September 5 
October 3 
November 7 
December  5 (Extended Holiday meeting  4:00-6:00pm )  note time change 
2013 
January 2  
February 6 
March 6 
April 3 
May 1 
June 5    

 

 


