Pediatric Disaster Life Support (PDLS)©

· PDLS is designed to give emergency personnel a foundation of knowledge and skills to more effectively prepare for and respond to disasters involving children

· PDLS builds on the fundamental pediatric patient care skills learned in basic pediatric resuscitation courses

· Such as PALS, PEPP, APLS

· For years, pediatric patients were underemphasized in Disaster Medicine

· In the last decade, there has been increased interest in how to better care for children before they get to the hospital

· This can be difficult, since “children are not just little adults” and they do not fit the traditional mold of preparing for and treating children in a disaster

· A major focus of PDLS is the difference between children and adults

· Children have unique medical and psychological needs that must be taken into account during disaster preparedness and response planning

· We will focus on the special vulnerabilities of children during disaster

· PDLS reflects the advancements in the science of pediatric care during disasters

· Incorporates the information that we have learned during the past decade, such as:

· Oklahoma City bombing (1995)

· 9/11 terrorist attacks (2001)

· Anthrax attacks (2001)

· Beslan School seige (2004)

· Indian Ocean tsunami (2004)

· Hurricane Katrina (2005)
· Virginia Tech (2007)
· PDLS has two core lectures:

· Fundamental Concepts in Pediatric Disaster Medicine

· General Principles in Pediatric Disaster Medicine
· Followed by a field training exercise that will give you an opportunity to practice some of the skills presented in PDLS

The course has been intended for use as a ‘train the trainers’ course. We have included in this CD the lectures used during the October 2007 Wichita course, you are welcome to share and use the lectures, as you do so please respect the hard work of our instructors. 
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