UNCLE SAM WANTS YOU TO ASK PATIENTS ABOUT MILITARY HISTORY!
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oTOTAL U.S. VETERAN POPULATION: 22, 328, 000
eMASSACHUSETTS: VETERANS COMPRISE 6.2% OF
THE STATE POPULATION.

WORCESTER: VETERANS COMPRISE 7% OF THE
CITY POPULATION.

*10% OF VETERANS ARE FEMALE

*70% OF MALE VETERANS ARE >55 YEARS OLD.
*THERE ARE 1, 429, 995 ACTIVE MEMBERS,
WITH AN ADDITIONAL 884, 880 SERVING IN
RESERVE COMPONENT.
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WHY ASK ABOUT VETERAN STATUS

 VETERANS COMPRISE 7% OF THE TOTAL US POPULATION.
 79% OF VETERANS SEEK CARE IN THE PRIVATE HEALTHCARE SETTING
 VETERANS HAVE UNIQUE MEDICAL NEEDS DUE TO UNIQUE EXPOSURES

INCIDENCE OF POST TRAUMATIC
STRESS DISORDER:

HIGH RISK FOR SUICIDE:
- 22 DEATHS EVERY DAY ARE VETERAN

SUICIDES. - VIETNAM VETERANS: 30.9% OF MEN, 26.9% OF
- 950 VETERANS ATTEMPT SUICIDE EACH e P
MONTH.

- GULF WAR VETERANS: 10.1%

.  MORE VETERANS DIE FROM SUICIDE THAN . OIF/OEF/OND VETERANS: 13.8%
SOLDIERS LOST IN COMBAT. e = e 5 SRE—

.  SUICIDE RATES ARE HIGHEST AMONG THOSE ELI:,VAI“I"T!? I,HSK FOR ll()h!}sLlsS%le?b.
NEVER DEPLOYED AND THOSE ONE YEAR PoST- © CURRENTLY, OVER 60,000 VETERANS ARE

DEPLOYMENT. HOMELESS.

- . o i . 50% OF HOMELESS VETERANS ARE OVER 50
ELEVATED RISK FOR SUBSTANCE YEARS OLD AND 41% ARE BETWEEN THE AGES

ABUSE DISORDERS: OF 31-50.
e UNTREATED SUBSTANCE ABUSE AMONG * 1.4 MILLION VETERANS ARE CONSIDERED AT
VETERANS MAY BE AS HIGH AS 16% RISK FOR HOMELESSNESS.

e ALCOHOL IS THE PRIMARY SUBSTANCE OF THEATER SPECIFIC CONDITIONS:
ABUSE ACCOUNTING FOR 50.7% OF VETERAN . VIETNAM-ERA VETERANS ARE AT RISK FOR

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADMISSIONS TO THE ER. DIABETES, LYMPHOMA, AMONGST OTHER
HIGH INCIDENCE OF TBI: CONDITIONS DUE TO AGENT ORANGE

« TBI AMONG VETERANS IS MUCH HIGHER THAN EXPOSURE.
AMONG CIVILIANS * PROPHYLACTIC PYRIDOSTIGMINE HAS BEEN
- OVER 80% OF VETERAN TBI DID NOT OCCUR IN LINKED TO GULF WAR SYNDROME.
THE DEPLOYED SETTING. * BURNING OF RUBBER, TRASH, AND FECES IN
COMBAT ZONES HAS BEEN LINKED TO
\ RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS.
g

HOW TO ASK - MILITARY BACKGROUND
AS PART OF THE SOCIAL HISTORY

1. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN THE MILITARY?
A. WHAT BRANCH? (ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, MARINES, COAST
GUARD, AS WELL AS RESERVES AND NATIONAL GUARD)
B) WHAT THEATER? (WWII, VIETNAM, KOREAN WAR, GULF
WAR, OEF/OIF/OND)
C) WHAT MOS? (1.E. THEIR JOB, OR MILITAREPECIALTY”)
2. ARE YOU ENROLLED IN THE VA?
3. IS THERE ANYTHING RELATED TO YOUR SERVICE THAT YOU'D LIKE
TO SHARE WITH ME?
4. DID YOU COMBAT?
PEOPLE I KNOW WHO HAVE A MILITARY BACKGROUND HAVE
SEEN SOME REALLY TERRIBLE THINGS. I'M WONDERING WHETHER
THAT MIGHT BE TRUE FOR YOU T00?
6. HOW HAVE YOU FOUND THE ADJUSTMENT TO BEING BACK HOME?
q. HAS ANYONE IN YOUR FAMILY SERVED IN THE MILITARY?

REMEMBER TO ALSO SAY:
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SERVICE!
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ASK YOUR PATIENTS ABOUT MILITARY SERVICE:
'ETERANS COMPRISE 6.2% OF THE STATE POPULATION, 1
ROUGHLY 25% OF VETERANS RECEIVE CARE THROUG! ﬁ“{\.
'A, YOU WILL SEE SOME OF THE REMAINING % OF

'ETERANS IN YOUR PRACTICE.

> MPORTANT SERVICE ﬁﬂ LATED ISSUES TO ADDR IL L‘ SW ‘l‘ll
'OUR VETERAN PATIENT INCLUDING: PTSD, TBI, AND
RONIC PA 1‘;\‘ . - .
° 'ETERANS ARE AT HIGH RISK FOR SUBSTANCE ABU SE,
HOMELESSNESS, AND SUICIDE - ASK ABOUT THEIR

ADJUSTMENT TO CIVILIAN LIFE.
: IF'HERE ARE 22 DEATHS A DAY FROM VETERAN SUICIDE.
> - FEW VETERANS HAVE EVER BEEN ASKED ABOUT THEIR
MILITARY SERVICE BY THEIR PRIVATE HEALTHCARE
PROVIDERS.
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